
February 8, 2011
Arizona State Office
Attn: Director James Kenna
One North Central Avenue
Suite 800
Phoenix, AZ 85004-4427
Dear Mr. Kenna:

Cochise County hereby formally asserts its status as a coordinating local land use manager within the meaning of 43 USC 1712 and 43 CFR 1610.3.1 and 1610.3-2. Cochise County and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) often communicate on matters of mutual concern, sometimes in partnership and sometimes as adversaries. It is our understanding that federal agencies have certain coordination obligations with regard to contemplated management decisions which require formal notice and coordination quite aside from the normal public notice and comment procedures.

When the BLM decided to change its policies on land use relative to water several years ago it did so suddenly, publicly and without coordination with local land use mangers. The resulting disruptions for local users of BLM land might have been avoided had prior coordination been effected. 

More recently, we have been informed of planned activities within our planning area of your National River Service Team (NRST.)  Cochise County was informed coincident with its association with another local group.  Federal law requires that Cochise County be given notice prior to general public notification.  This was not done. The San Pedro River is of paramount importance to the local economy, local society and even the national security and is the centerpiece of our local planning activities. 

We are led to believe that the BLM NRST effort will selectively interact with entities of their own choosing in the local area and the meetings will be based on a time schedule determined by the BLM.  We insist the NRST meet specifically with Cochise County representatives of our choosing and on a mutually acceptable schedule. 
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It is insufficient to informally coordinate by virtue of common attendance at unrelated meetings. Request that this and all future activities relative to land management related matters be formally coordinated directly with the Cochise County Administrator, Mr. Michael Ortega at the above address.

We look forward to a productive and long-term coordination relationship between you, your staff and the Cochise County Board of Supervisors.

Sincerely,

Patrick G. Call
Supervisor, District 1
Chairman

