February 8, 2011

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Attn: Mr. Steve Spangle
Arizona Ecological Service Office
2321 W. Royal Palm Road, Ste 103
Phoenix, AZ 85021

Dear Mr. Spangle:

Cochise County hereby formally asserts its status as a coordinating local land use manager within the meaning of 31 USC 6505-6506, and USC 1531 (c) as well as 42 USC 4332 (c) . Cochise County and The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service often communicate on matters of mutual concern, usually in partnership as members or participants in other activities or organizations.  It is our understanding that federal agencies have certain coordination obligations with regard to contemplated management decisions which require formal notice and coordination quite aside from the normal public notice and comment procedures.

In the past Cochise County has made submission of comment relative to a review of the status of the Huachuca Water Umbel. More recently, we have done so in regard to contemplated up-listing and critical habitat designation for the Spikedace and Loach Minnow. In both of these cases Cochise County was informed coincident with the general public, without advance notice or advance coordination due us as local land use and resource managers.  

The San Pedro River, proposed as critical habitat is of paramount importance to the local economy, local society and even the national security and is a centerpiece of our local planning and resource management activities. 

Cochise County asserts its prerogative to meet and confer on these matters and will make ourselves available to meet with USFWS representatives at mutually agreeable dates in March, 2011.
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It is insufficient to informally coordinate by virtue of common attendance at unrelated meetings. Request that this and all future activities relative to land and resource management related matters be formally coordinated directly with the Cochise County Administrator, Mr. Michael Ortega at the above address.

Sincerely,

Patrick G. Call
Supervisor, District 1
Chairman

