DOCKET SUA-11-01 - ATTACHMENT G: PUBLIC COMMENT IN SUPPORT
Mr. Dennis: I understand that, due to a neighborhood dispute regarding public access over a private road easement, there is a very real possibility that access to the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022) will be lost for birders. While I understand the importance of private land rights, access to this property and the feeding station hereon has been available to birders for many years without problems. I have visited the site several times while on birding visits to Arizona and Cochise County. It would be a blow to the birding public if access to this B&B was blocked. In addition, it would be to the detriment of the economy of Cochise County if birding opportunities were to be curtailed. Birding ecotourism is a strong engine of growth and source of revenue in many parts of the world and should be encouraged, not discouraged. Thank you for your attention to this message. Best wishes,
David Larson, Bradford, MA (&Massachusetts Audubon Society)
 I'm writing to urge the board to allow Ash Canyon B&B to continue to allow birders to visit this location. I work with Western Field Ornithologists (WFO), an organization with more than 1000 members throughout the western US and Mexico.  WFO is holding its annual meeting in Sierra Vista this August. We expect well over 200 people from all over the US to attend this meeting. Our meeting is just one example of how important birding has become to the local economy. Southwest Wings holds a meeting each year in the area, as does Wings over Wilcox. Tucson Audubon is also holding a meeting this August. Many other birding and ornithology organizations have had meetings in the area in the past. All these meetings are likely to have field trips to Ash Canyon as the feeders on the B&B property attract a stunning variety of birds. In addition to the birding-related meetings that occur in the area, birders from all over the US and, indeed, from all over the world, have southeast Arizona near the top of their list of places to visit and the Ash Canyon B&B is one of the reasons birders want to visit. While I do not have exact figures on the impact to the local economy, the US Fish & Wildlife Service recently did a study that showed that birding has become one of the most popular outdoor activities in the country. Birders travel a lot and where they visit, they spend money. Closing access to Ash Canyon B&B will not just eliminate one birding locale, it will send a negative message to the birding community in general about how the local government views birding and birders. - Ed Pandolfino

Dear Mr. Dennis, My name is Steve Holzman and I'm the Conservation Chair for the Georgia Ornithological Society.  I'm also a local councilman in my home town.  I know that your job is a difficult one, and it's not often easy to balance competing interests.  But, my hat is off to you for stepping up and contributing to your local community.

I'm writing to you regarding the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, parcel number 104-21-022.  I've visited this location to enjoy the hummingbirds and other wildlife that pass through this location.  We birders are motivated to search out new areas and see new birds.  I'll always remember my life Plain-capped Star-throat seen here a few years ago.  I spent about a week in the area staying at local hotels and seeking out local restaurants (I'm all about supporting local businesses whenever I can).  It would be a shame if the proprietor of this establishment was unable to use her property as she desired.  As I understand it, all parking is on her own property and I know personally that birders are not the loud, obnoxious type of visitor that we could all do without.  We never (and really, I mean never) litter, we don't cause trouble (most of us are pretty far beyond that stage), and we appreciate the beauty of places like Cochise County.  We are exactly the type of folks you should want to attract as tourists.  Perhaps with some creative thinking and negotiation, a settlement can be agreed to that balances the sometimes conflicting desires of neighbors, and at the same time keep little gems like Ash Canyon B&B a place that is able to put out the welcome mat for visitors from around the globe.  Thanks for your time, and good luck.  Steve Holzman, North High Shoals, GA

Hello, In regard to the issue of birding in Cochise County and specifically at Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, I would like to express my dismay at Cochise County’s attitude about the economic value of birding in your community.  I have owned and operated a birding tour company based out of Tucson since 1991.

The Huachucas are a major destination for specialty birds in Southeast Arizona.  The Buff-breasted Flycatcher is found only in the Huachucas as is the Lucifer Hummingbird at Ash Canyon B and B.  You will lose a major source of income if you close down Mary Jo’s establishment.  The summer is our high season.  Without birding most of Southern Arizona would dry up and blow away.

Melody Kehl, So Many Birds, So Little Time, http://www.melodysbirding.com 

Hello, I'm writing this message to let you know how much I have enjoyed birding at Ash Canyon B&B and specifically at parcel number 104-21-022.  It is the premier hummingbird viewing destination in Arizona and I believe the entire United States.  I have taken numerous out of state guests there and have learned so much about the birds and wildlife that inhabit that area.  I plan on returning on a regular basis to see the birds and enjoy the Ash Canyon B&B. Susan Fallon 

Dear Mr. Dennis:  I have just been told that due to a question about a road easement, there is the possibility that Mary Jo Ballator’s Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022) will have to close.  As a property owner who understands easements and property rights, a long-time and frequent visitor to Arizona, and as a customer of Ash Canyon B&B (my wife and I have reservations to stay there this coming April), I write to urge the Board of Supervisors to find a way to keep this important community, environmental, and birding resource open.  Ms. Ballator’s B&B and feeding station, along with some others in the area, are a community resource and more; they are a regional and even national resource.  For example, I live in Washington DC and we’re traveling to Arizona just because of Ash Canyon B&B.  Of course, the B&B is important in conservation, not only directly but by raising awareness. And of course the B&B, along with other similar places, provides an important and sustainable economic base for Cochise County.

 The mountains of southeastern Arizona are truly a national treasure.  I’m sure you know they are referred to as “sky islands,” because they provide unique habitats that because of their elevation are like islands.  So, again, I urge the Board of Supervisors to find a way to allow Ash Canyon B&B to stay open and available to all. Sincerely, David Policanski, Washington DC 

Dear Mr. Dennis: As a local resident, ornithologist, naturalist guide, and author of the Peterson 
Field Guide to Hummingbirds of North America, I have been deeply concerned about the current controversy over public access to Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, parcel number 104-21-022.

Tourism is a vital component of a diversified economy for Cochise County, and parcel owner Mary Jo Ballator has made significant contributions to promoting and sustaining local nature-based tourism.

Of particular significance was the summer of 2002, when a Plain-capped Starthroat, a Mexican hummingbird species that visits the U.S. irregularly and in very small numbers, took up residence in Ms. Ballator's yard. Non-birders often underestimate the passion with which some members of our community pursue unusual birds, but I am not exaggerating when I say that many trips to southeastern Arizona would have been canceled and others shortened (at a loss of many thousands of dollars to local businesses) had Ms. Ballator not welcomed the birding community to visit her rare guest.The starthroat returned the following summer, behavior previously unheard of in this fickle species, and to the birding community's everlasting gratitude Ms. Ballator elected to carry on the tradition of hospitality established by the late Walter and Sally Spofford of Portal and Wally and Marion Paton of Patagonia, allowing year-round access for birders and photographers to dozens of highly sought-after bird species that make our region one of the top wildlife watching destinations in the hemisphere.

Thanks to the abundance and diversity of its bird life and Ms. Ballator's outstanding hospitality, Ash Canyon B&B has now become one of the top birding destinations in the state, rivaling even the world-renowned Ramsey Canyon Preserve (whose history and scenery continue to attract general tourists despite a drastic decline in hummingbird numbers). The site provides a richer, more memorable experience for guests from nearby "birder-friendly" lodging operations, including Beatty's Guest Ranch, Ramsey Canyon Inn, Casa de San Pedro, and Birder's Vista, as well as for educational and commercial tour groups from around the world. The newness of the movement to deny public access to Ash 
Canyon B&B suggests that this popularity had gone largely unnoticed by residents of neighboring properties until it was brought to their attention, a tribute to the low-impact nature of birding and the people who enjoy it.

To place unreasonable restrictions on public access to Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast would reflect poorly on the hospitality of Cochise County and its residents and harm local businesses that depend on tourism and relocation. With continuing negative publicity concerning drug violence, illegal immigration, the border wall, and SB1070, we cannot afford any additional damage to economic sectors that many residents, myself and Ms. Ballator included, rely on for our livelihood.

I strongly encourage the county to work with all parties to reach a compromise that will honor the commission's original unanimous decision to permit this use of Ms. Ballator's property.

Sincerely, Sheri L. Williamson, Bisbee, Arizona 85603

Good morning Mr. Dennis, Please find attached my letter of support for the Ash Canyon B&B.
 
Thank you, Susie Vaught  Desert Rivers Audubon Society
Field Trip Director   Dear Mr. Dennis,

You are blessed with some of the best birding anywhere in the United States.  Birding is the joy and the lifeblood of Southeast Arizona.  I, myself, have been to visit from NJ many times and spent my hard-earned money in your county to pursue my passion.  Seeing the rare gems at Ash Canyon is an amazing experience and one that I cannot imagine being denied.  I want to unite my voice with others to support Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast. (parcel 104-21-022).

Beverly Robertson

I ask that you allow Mary Jo Ballator to continue to allow day-use at her bed-and-breakfast. (parcel # 104-21-022). Birders couldn't be more benign visitors AND they bring attention and money to that area. I've been to Southeast Arizona several times, splitting my time between one or two of several "hot spots," but I always visit the Ash Canyon B&B. And I'll certainly go back -- if it's there.

I hope that you'll allow this small but vital business to keep operating as it has been. Thanks for "listening." Ellen Blackstone, Seattle

Dear Mr. Dennis,We are writing to encourage you to allow Mary Jo Ballator to keep her permit for operations for the Ash Canyon B & B, parcel 104-21-022. 
We have been hoping to make a birding trip to Arizona for a long time and recently decided that this would be the year. We are literally days away from instigating travel plans for this summer. While we may not be so lucky as to be able to stay at the Ash Canyon B & B, we certainly hope to be able to visit while we are in the area. Denial of a permit for operations for this business will make us feel less welcome in Arizona and may cause us to consider making plans to spend our time and money elsewhere.

We birders are an extremely polite and low-impact group of people, and respect for private property rights is one of our number one tenets. I hope Ms. Ballator may be permitted to continue to run her B & B as she has in the past, and that we will be able to visit her establishment and experience some of the best birding in the country. Thank you for your consideration. Leslie Starr & Joseph Turner, Baltimore MD 


Mr. Keith Dennis, I try to visit Arizona at least every 5 years though I live in NY. The main reason I visit is the unique bird life in the "sky-islands". My last trip there was in June 2009.  And I spent 3 weeks in the
south-east of your marvelous state.  An important way to see the bird life is at humming bird feeders like those run at the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022). Please allow the humming bird feeding station continue at this location. It - and others like it - bring a significant number of visitors like me to
your state, and we have a major economic impact.Drew Panko, Hartsdale, NY

Dear Mr. Dennis, 
 Please add my name to support for keeping access to this property open.  Mary Jo is a wonderful, gracious lady who provides a rare privilege.  Yours, William M. Taylor

Mr. Dennis,I have visited Arizona on multiple occasions in search of birds such as Lucifer’s humming bird at the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel 104-21-022).I understand that the Ash Canyon B&B business is subject to review and urge that you ensure that access to this business property by birders such as myself is maintained. We gladly contribute to the local economy by payment of fees and the purchase of local services such as food and lodging. Eric Myers Anchorage, Alaska 

Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing in support of Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (Parcel 104-21-022).I have lived in Arizona since 2000 and have visited Ash Canyon or stayed there many times over the years.  I can't tell you how many friends and relatives I have introduced to the area in that time.  It would really be a loss to the birding community if public access to this beautiful place was restricted.  Visiting with Mary Jo Ballator and watching birds with her is a true pleasure. It would also be a loss to Cochise County, Sierra Vista, and surrounding towns.  Whenever we visit the area, we spend money on lodging, restaurants, and other shopping. Please allow Ash Canyon B&B to remain open to the public.

Regards, Olga Harbour, Tucson, AZ 85749

Dear Mr. Dennis,

I just learned of the controversy over public access to Ash Canyon B&B.  Though I live in Idaho, I have been to Mary Jo Ballator’s Ash Canyon B&B twice in the past few years to see the wonderful and rare birds in her yard and at her feeders and hope to be able to go there in the future.  Her yard and feeders are a real treasure for birders from all over the US and beyond.  Please allow continued access to this excellent birding spot!  Thank you for your consideration.  Sincerely, Kit Struthers , Idaho Falls, ID  
 
Dear Mr. Dennis,I am a birder who often visits Arizona on birding trips. Although I haven't visited Ash Canyon yet, I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to keep her Ash Canyon B&B open to birders. (parcel number 104-21-022)  Southeast Arizona is a birders paradise and I believe that we pay a major role in the tourism industry of that part of the state.  I also believe that we are respectful of the private property rights of others and certainly if there are particular issues with respect to Ash Canyon, that they can be worked out without the need to prevent access to the B&B.  
 
Thank you for listening.Michele 
 <") 
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Dear Mr. Dennis, A friend informed me that one of my favorite visiting sites in Arizona - - Mary Jo Ballator's Bed & Breakfast in Ash Canyon south of Sierra Vista - - may lose its permit of operation. 
I am a regular visitor to Cochise County.     I have flown from my home near Baltimore to your area every year since 1988, always spending several days in Sierra Vista.    The airline fares & rental car fees have become a serious problem, but of all the birding areas I have visited (in each of the lower 48 states) this
is my favorite.  It will be the last I give up.

Many people do not realize how much money birders spend, but your promotional materials and commitment to preserving wildlife areas I've visited in your area (such as the Water TreatmentFacility east of Sierra Vista)  suggest that Cochise County is more sophisticated than most on this score.  For that reason, I am surprised that there should be a threat to this particular site. It is well run, the visitors are quiet (they have to be to avoid spooking birds), and rarely numerous. Ms Ballator seems a responsible and professional businesswoman.   And it is a significant attraction in the area (being the most certain site in the whole country for seeing one of America's rarest birds, the Lucifer's  Hummingbird).I realize I am not a resident, but I like to think of myself as  someone who knows Cochise County, cares about its wildlife tourism, and spends money there. . . every year. Please  consider my voice in your decision making. Thank you. Leo Weigant

Dear. Mr. Keith Dennis, As a Winter visitor to Southeastern Arizona, staying in Benson I am writing you to tell you what a mistake it would be to close this property to daytime birders.  One of the reasons I love coming here is to take advantage of this area's birds.  I have been a member of SABO and through there efforts have learned a lot about the birds of this area.  Mary Jo's place has allowed us to learn much and experieince the beauty of these little critters.  I have been amazed at how many people from all over the workd I have met there while just sitting an looking at one of natures's wonderments.It would be a grave mistake to close her place,  Ash Canyon B&B, parcer number 104-21-022!I am sorry I won't be there to speak on behalf of NOT CLOSING Down the B&B.  I hope you will on my behalf. Sincerrely, Joan Mohr

Dear Mr. Dennis, As a member of Southeastern Arizona Bird Observatory, I’d like to enter my plea to keep the bird feeding station open at Mary Jo Ballator’s Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast. This is the most reliable place in the U.S. to see the Lucifer Hummingbirds, which makes it very important to the birding community.I am from Baltimore, Maryland and have visited your great State for the purpose of seeing hummingbirds. I hope that the Cochise County Board of Supervisors will look favorably upon this request.
Sincerely, Marion DeGroff 

Dear Mr. Dennis:I have never been to the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast; I have never even been to Cochise County, but I was planning to visit this summer. My husband and I had a wonderful time birding in the Phoenix area earlier this year and are looking forward to returning to Arizona as soon as we can.  Since my dad has recently moved there, we will be visiting--and birding--as often as we can.

If Cochise County is anything like the Florida counties we have lived and birded in, it probably wants to do everything it can to promote ecotourism as a way to both help local businesses and preserve the quality of life which presumably attracted people to the county in the first place. I can assure you that in my experience, birders are well-mannered individuals who do respect property rights, and make good neighbors. Please give favorable consideration to Ms. Ballator's request. Thank you.
Sincerely, Lynn E. Peterson Tallahassee, Florida 

Mr. Dennis,My name is Don Carrier and I live in Bristol TN. I represent 3 bird watching clubs in NE TN and SW VA.  I am writing you today concerning the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel #104-21-022). 
	 I wanted to take a moment and express how important this location is to birders traveling in your area. For several years now we have traveled to this location to view the magnificent humming birds. For example in 2010, 18 of our members traveled to Arizona. We rented 9 rooms and 7 cars. We ate 3 meals a day in the local restaurants and our stay was 10 days. In addition we hire local guides to take us the best locations in Cochise County. Mary Jo Ballator has always treated us as long lost friends. Her contributions to your community should not be taken lightly. She does not charge visitors and only asks for donations to help with what I am sure is a great expense in maintaining this feeding station.  Plans are underway now for our 2011 trip in August and already 11 members have signed up for this foray.
	 I’m sure that what ever issue exists over the road easement to Mary Jo’s place can be resolved. Her place is listed on the Arizona Birding trail literature and hundreds, if not thousands, of birders travel to Cochise County each year.
	In these tough economic times it should not be taken lightly that Mary Jo’s efforts convince bird watchers from all over the U.S. to come to the desert in August and spend our money. 
	Please present our concerns at the Board of Supervisor’s meeting on April 12th.
	Thank you for your time. Don Carrier 

Mr. Keith Dennis, I am writing to let you know that I am one of the fortunate individuals to have been a day visitor to the home of Mary Jo Ballator during spring bird migration.  I traveled from Ohio to Arizona for this spectacular sight; spending money at local hotels, restaurants and shops.  While at Mary Jo’s home I learned a great deal about hummingbirds and birds in general.  I would be truly saddened if this educational opportunity were no longer available to the public.  I urge you to keep her establishment open to all visitors who, I know, treasure this opportunity as much as I do.  The experience will remain with me for the rest of my life. Thank you, Alice Goers, Parma Ohio

Dear Mr. Dennis: It is with great consternation that I heard about the hearing coming up concerning parcel number 104-21-022, Mary Jo Ballator's wonderful Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast. I annually make a week-long trip to the Sierra Vista area for bird photography and I leave quite a few of my hard-earned dollars behind with you kind folks every year for the chance to watch and photograph birds that one cannot find anywhere else in this country. One of them is the Lucifer Hummingbird which is a regular at Mary Jo's place and draws birders from all over the world to see them. Her place cannot be replicated anywhere in Arizona. If you can find a way to continue to allow the people from all over the world to come and enjoy this unique experience while at the same time mitigate any problems one grumpy neighbor might have with the birding community, and still allow her to stay in business, many thousands of people would be grateful to you. I'm sure you can come up with a solution that will be more neighbor-friendly and that the birding community can comply with. Thanks for your consideration. Gary Woods Fresno, CA  

Dear Mr. Dennis,   Adding to what I expect is a flood of letters to your account, here's a hello from Ohio. I would like to support Mary Jo Ballator in trying to keep access to her extraordinary life's work--the grounds of her bed and breakfast--from being cut off to the world. I hope it is becoming clear to the Cochise County Planning Department that in maintaining her gardens and feeding stations, Ms. Ballator is contributing to a far greater public good than the privacy preferences of a single dissenting party. I traveled from Ohio to Bisbee, stayed two nights in a motel, dined in many area establishments, and thoroughly enjoyed shopping around town, all as part of my plan to see the hummingbirds Mary Jo attracts for our pleasure. She's a vital piece of Arizona's ecotourism puzzle, renowned far beyond Bisbee. At Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, I sat patiently and finally spotted my "life" Lucifer's Hummingbird. Just down the road, my "life" Whiskered Screech-owl and Mexican Whip-poor-will. To a non-birder, finding three rare birds may not seem very significant, but I can assure you that birders, who are frugal people as a rule,  will travel and spend to add such birds to our life lists.

 I would be very surprised if neighbors found birdwatchers deliberately littering, carousing, or vandalizing property. We are, as a rule, pretty considerate people. In opening her yard to us, Ms. Ballator brings joy to
thousands of people who come just to admire all she has built in her plantings and feeding stations. She brings substantial commerce to Bisbee business establishments.  It would be a tragic day for the world birding community and for Bisbee if all that she's worked to build is made inaccessible to the people who seek it out. Please do whatever you can to keep Parcel 104-21-022 open to the public. And thank you very much for your consideration.

Sincerely, Julie Zickefoose Contributing Editor, Bird Watcher's Digest Writer Whipple, Ohio 45788

Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing to you as a birder, more specifically a traveling birder, who has enjoyed past visits to Cochise County, Arizona and I am encouraging you to take steps to make birders continue to feel welcome in your county.  I am asking you to find favorably on behalf of Mary Jo Ballator and the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, parcel number 104-21-022.
Cochise County is a wonderful place to go birdwatching.  For many birders, it is a dream destination where they will spend years planning their visit.  Others will return annually or every few years as their budgets allow.  One of the key locations is the Ash County B&B.  Mary Jo goes out of her way to make birders feel extremely welcome.  The reward for a visit to her business is the chance to see some of this countries rarest hummingbirds, particularly the Lucifer Hummingbird.  I know many birders from my own local bird club who have made the trip to Cochise County as well as others who intend to visit.  They all plan to stop at the Ash County B&B.  It is my intention to return in 2012.

I believe closing access to the Ash County B&B to birders will have a significant negative financial impact on Cochise County.  While there will still be great birds, the area will feel less welcoming.  Please don't underestimate the financial impact of traveling birders.  It can be significant if you consider the amounts spent on lodging, food, fuel, rental cars, laundry services, supplies, souvenirs, and entertainment.  I take two birding-specific vacations per year and will spend $100 to $200 per day at my destination not counting airfare and rental car.  Now think about the thousands of birders who visit each year who will stay several days in Cochise County spending at similar rates.  Birders will visit the areas where they feel most welcome and they will return time and time again.

If there are doubts about the economic benefits of making your area even more birder friendly and supporting businesses such as the Ash County B&B, I would urge you to contact the government officers of Fayette County, WV, Jamestown, ND, or Harlingen, TX.  These are just 3 examples of places that have seen the benefits of visiting birders and support attracting them in order to stimulate the local economy.

Thank you for your time and consideration. Best Regards, Erik Bruder, Westlake OH

We have been annual visitors to Arizona from Scotland for the past three years and we were sad to learn of the threat of closure of Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast to day visitors. 
   
The birds of Arizona - particularly hummingbirds - are one of the main reasons we save every year to visit your wonderful state and we urge you to consider the impact of any decision you make on visitors from both home and abroad. 
 
It is not just the decision you make which is important, but the message it sends. World wildlife is threatened in many areas and we believe it is vital that Arizona cares not only for its wildlife but for the people who, through care, hard work and enterprise, make it possible for visitors to appreciate the diversities of nature in Arizona.
 
We are sure you will make the right decision and hope you will forgive us for commenting on 'local business'. We will be visiting Arizona again this year and hope to keep coming back to your amazing state for many more years to come.
 
Warm regards, Angie & Jim Mollison Dunbartonshire Scotland,

Dear Mr. Dennis, We are writing from our temporary home in Graz, Austria on a matter of great importance to me and my husband.
We have for the past four years, spent our entire spring break in southern Arizona, specifically in the Bisbee area.  We bring our appreciation of nature, and in particular our love of and interest in birds, to your beautiful area of the country.  We bring also our ‘tourist’ dollars which I know contribute to the economy of Bisbee, Sierra Vista and all of SE Arizona.

We are SABO (Southeast Arizona Bird Observatory) members and are absolutely appalled that the possibility exists for closing down public access to Mary Jo Ballatore’s feeding station at Ash Canyon B and B, parcel number 104-21-022.  Many birders come there specifically to see birds that cannot be accessed easily otherwise.  We cannot imagine any neighborhood dispute that cannot be worked out amicably so that everyone is satisfied and that the bird feeding station continues to serve the birds and the birders alike. Thank you in advance for a fair hearing and, hopefully, a positive outcome for birders.
Sincerely,Jean Wilkerson Woessner, Dr. Prof. William W. Woessner

Mr. Keith Dennis,I am writing in regard to what I understand is the Potential Closure of the Ash Canyon B&B.  Myself and countless others have and will many times in the future wish to visit Mary Jo Ballators B&B and residence.  This obviously requires public access and should not be denied to us as citizens and as tax payors.

The majority of us travel great distances to visit Ash Canyon and in doing so also patronize local restaurants, hotels, gas stations, and stores in Hereford and Sierra Vista which only strengthens the local economy as well.   Having this access will only encourage others to visit too.  I personally am contacted often by bird and nature enthusiasts about Ms. Ballators B&B and the bird and nature observation area there.

I strongly urge you and your staff to do what is right in preserving this win-win situation and not be one to do anything to jeopardize this access and take away what visitors presently have.  Not to mention what we provide in an economic way to local businesses.

Thank you for your consideration. Monte M. Taylor, Birder, Naturalist, and professional Wildlife Photography

Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing to you today to comment on the renewing of the Ash Canyon Bread & Breakfast (B & B) parcel number 104-21-022's permit. I am in favor of Cochise County Planning Department renewing that permit.
 
As you well know, Ash Canyon B&B is located in Arizona's southeast corner of the state a place where many birders go because Roger Tory Peterson recognized this part of the USA as being one of the thirteen places that all birders must go to see its spectacular avian fauna. Ms Mary Jo Ballator's B&B has become synonymous with finding some of the specialties of this area, such as the Lucifer Hummingbird and the Arizona Wood pecker.
 
The birding community and I would appreciate it very much if you would approve her permit to continue to operate her B & B since for a decade she has operated her small eco-tourism business in Ash Canyon.
 
Thank you for your time on this important matter, Sincerely, Robin Leong, Vallejo, CA 94590

Dear Mr. Dennis, By now I'm sure you have received many letters of support for continuing  the operation of Ash Canyon B & B. I, too, have enjoyed the hospitality  of the bird viewing area at Ms Ballator's property but wish to specifically address the issues raised in the letters of complaint filed  to overturn the Planning and Zoning boards decision.
The assertion that she must maintain National Park standards in her yard  is, of course, groundless. We all do things (plant non-native plants,  mow grass and let our dogs out) in our yards that are not allowed in 
National Parks and National wildlife refuges. As a hummingbird  researcher, I can assure you her feeders do no ecological damage.
The complaints about traffic and crowds bear some consideration. In the  past there have been times when a bus or many cars are present. However, with the recently restricted parking, the large vehicles and large  numbers of vehicles have effectively been eliminated. Thus, this reasonable concern has been addressed.

As to her facility being an attractive nuisance to the neighbors, this IS a canyon with a 70 foot cross and chapel on private property approved by the supervisors. Please give Ms Ballator the same consideration and do not reverse the  ruling of the Planning and Zoning board and close an operation that has 
operated for many years and contributed immeasurably to the enjoyment of  Cochise County for many people.

Thank you for your consideration. Tom Wood--Southeastern Arizona Bird Observatory tom@sabo.org

Dear Mr. Dennis, It has come to my attention that the Ash Canyon B&B, parcel # 104-21-022, may 
have limited or restricted access to interested birders. I have visited this site in the past which is nationally known for its wonderful bird viewing opportunities. It is a beautiful, well kept business that thankfully opens its grounds to share the unique bird species that can only be reliably found there. 

I am a part year resident and full year tax payer of Cochise County, owning a home in Hereford. The reason I bought in this area was mainly because of the birds and reasonable access to such sites as Mary Jo's. This is a beautiful area.  I respectfully ask you to consider the importance of access to this business for visitors to this part of Arizona and visitors that may live just down the road. 
Thank you,Bob Trotter


My name is Sierra Wong, MD.  I'm a psychiatrist, living and practicing in Oro Valley, AZ.  I moved from Boston, MA roughly one year ago.
 
I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT of continued public access to the Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022.
 
While I have not yet had the pleasure of visiting the Ash Canyon B&B, it is something that I discovered, online, in advance of moving to southern Arizona.  I have been looking foward to the prospect of birding in Cochise County/the Sierra Vista area since moving to Tucson last Spring.  In particular, I am excited to witness the incomparable gathering of hummingbird species for which this unique and precious area has become famous.
 
It would be a tremendous disappointment and shame to lose this irreplaceable resource.  It is a significant eco-tourist draw to many birders both nationally and internationally, and would represent a terrible economic loss to the area, if it is closed.
 
I would tremendously appreciate your attention to this important matter.

Dear Mr Dennis,

I live in Brisbane, Australia and in 2007 myself and three birding friends visited Arizona on a two week birding trip. Among the many locations firstly around the Grand Canyon, and then in the south-east of the State, the visit to Ash Canyon B&B was one of the highlights of the trip. 

This was my first visit to the State and indeed the USA, and I was blown away by its' amazing birdlife, scenery and the friendliness of everyone we met.  I look forward to returning one day soon, and thoroughly recommend Arizona as a birding holiday destination to all my friends in the UK and Australia, and many have already visited and thoroughly agree.
 
Our reason for visiting Ash Canyon B&B was the hummingbird feeders: of the 11 species that we saw in total on the trip, 8 were seen at Ash Canyon B&B. Lucifer Hummingbird was only seen at Ash Canyon B&B and Calliope Hummingbird was only seen at one other location than Ash Canyon B&B.  We saw many other species here that were not seen anywhere else on our trip.

The area around Ash Canyon is known internationally in the birding world, and most birders who visit south-east Arizona will visit for several species that are unlikely, or impossible, to be seen anywhere else in the USA.  The income this brings to local stores and restaurants etc is considerable.

I hope the dispute involving Ash Canyon B&B is resolved amicably, as the loss of this location for the birding community will be huge, and the impact on local tourism immeasurable. Ash Canyon B&B were very hospitable and made us feel incredibly welcome on our visit, and it was a privilege spending some time there.

Kind regards

Andy Jensen (Australia)

In this  time of  economic hardship, I  think it is very important  that our governing officials try to do whatever they can to support  the needs of small businesses.    Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast,  operated by Mary Jo Ballator, is one of those small businesses that  helps to support an important ecotourism draw which provides much  needed income into Cochise County.   I would urge you to strongly  consider continuing to allow birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed and  
Breakfast ( parcel 104-21-022 ).Thank you, Mike Ingram

Dear Mr. Dennis: Recently I learned that Ash Canyon B&B may be required to close their land to visiting birders due to a dispute regarding public access over a private road easement.   I am writing to urge the Board of Supervisors to allow continued use of the road by out-of-area birders, as well as local people, who come to visit the feeders at Ash Canyon B&B.

As you likely know, SE Arizona is a Mecca for birders who visit to see the many species that show up nowhere else in the US.  These birders contribute considerably to the local economy, spending their money in the many small communities, for lodging, rental cars, and meals, and shopping in local stores.  I know this because I am one who travels frequently to see birds, and have visited SE Arizona many times for just that purpose.  I am not alone – there are thousands like me who spend our “vacation” dollars in search of birds, either new or rare to us.  In Cochise County, the feeding station at Ash Canyon B&B has been a very important birding destination since it attracts the Lucifer Hummingbird, a bird that is virtually impossible to see anywhere else in the United States.  The rarity of the bird insures that birders will go to great lengths and expense to see it, bringing many visitors to your immediate area who might not come otherwise.  You have a rare treasure in your midst which can continue to attract capital to your area if birders can access the Ash Canyon B&B feeding stations.

Over the past 15 years, birding has become an important resource for many communities, especially in bird-rich areas like SE Arizona.  Birding festivals, classes and guided tours are attracting a rapidly growing cadre of enthusiasts, even in the weak economy of the past few years, and many towns all over the US are working diligently to attract ever more birders because they can see the economic advantages to the local residents.  I urge you to continue to allow the Ash Canyon B&B to host visiting birders; to do so will benefit not only the birding community but also the people who live and work in Cochise County.  Rather than discouraging visits by birders by denying access to the Ash Canyon B&B feeding station, I hope the Board will keep in mind the bigger picture, and will take steps to capitalize on the rich avian species diversity that SE Arizona possesses and that Ash Canyon B&B promotes.

Sincerely,

Mr. Dennis,
I am attaching a letter in support of Mary Jo Ballator continuing the operation of the bird feeding station located on her property at Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, parcel #104-21-022.  Please include my letter in your compilation of material to be submitted to the Cochise County Board of Supervisors for their April 12 hearing on this matter.
Respectfully, Richard F. Avery, MBA, CPA

Dear Mr. Dennis,

This is a letter of support for the Ash Canyon B&B (reference parcel #104-21-022) and keeping their feeding station open to the public for the enjoyment of the many species of birds that feed there.

In late July, early August of 2006 a group of 19 birders from the Wichita Audubon Society held our annual extended field trip in SE Arizona.  We spent one morning birding at the Ash Canyon B&B and it was a highlight of our trip.  The generosity of Mary Jo Ballator in opening up her property for the easy viewing of certain species of birds that show up regularly at these feeders was greatly appreciated, especially by those in our group who were unable to hike in the canyons and by the several photographers among us.

SE Arizona is one of the top bird watching destinations in the United States and is visited by birders from far and wide.  I'm sure you are aware of the significant economic impact that this has on the community.  The Ash Canyon B&B contributes greatly to the birding experience there, and I'm sure the extensive list of visitors to the B&B can attest to this fact.  I am hopeful that some accommodation can be made such that this wonderful place will remain accessible to the birders who seek out all that SE Arizona has to offer.

Thank you for your consideration,
Kevin Groeneweg
Board Member, Wichita Audubon Society
2603 S. Capri Ln
Wichita, KS 67210

Good morning:

I am writing to express support for Mary Jo Ballator and the continuing  operation of her Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (Parcel Number 104-21-022).
My husband, H. Barney Firestone, and I have traveled to Sierra Vista often during the last ten years.  We have enjoyed the area's natural beauty and the climate.  In particular, we have anticipated our visits to Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.  

We have stayed at local hotels, and we have eaten at many area restaurants.  Of  course, we have also shopped frequently in Sierra Vista.
There is often a difference between the "letter of the law" and the "spirit of the law."  In this situation, the letter of the law, which seems to require narrow zoning regulations, seems to conflict with the spirit of the law.  That spirit involves welcoming guests to Sierra Vista, and making sure they enjoy their visits and want to return.
In that spirit, we urge you to support the continuing operation of the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.

Sincerely,

Lynne G. Firestone  

To whom it may concern:
            I am writing to express my concern that access to the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast bird viewing site remain open for visiting birders. This is regards to parcel #104-21-022. This bird viewing site is unique in Arizona. I have traveled to Ash Canyon twice in recent years (850 mile one way drive). This is the best site for any North American birder to see the rare Lucifer hummingbird. Mary Jo Ballator was a gracious host sharing her yard feeders with us. This site is listed as site #32 on the Arizona Birding Trail tour. All public parking is on her private property.
Loss of public access to the road to this yard would certainly hurt visitation to this area of Southeast Arizona. We love staying in Sierra Vista or Hereford on vacation and enjoying the area.
Please consider keeping access open as it has been.
Ron and Nancy, Bishop, CA 93514

Hello Mr. Dennis,

I am a birder which often comes to Arizona for birding trips. It is one of my favorite destinations to escape the Alaskan winters, especially Southeastern Arizona.  The canyon country you have there is a world class birding resource and extremely popular among  birders in North America.  I have come to that region many times and have on  a couple occasions had the wonderful experience on seeing Lucifer’s humming birds along with many other interesting birds at the Ash Canyon B&B at parcel 104-21-022 <tel:104-21-022> . I typically travel annually with 8 other Alaskan birders and we all understand the economic value or this type tourism and enjoy spending money in the areas we visit for birding. Please don’t allow anything to happen to the access to this wonderful place for birders. It would diminish the attraction of the area for us. I have been birding for 45 years and this parcel 104-21-022 is the only place I have ever seen a Lucifer’s Hummingbird.

Thanks for your consideration. Bob Dittrick, Wilderness Birding Adventures

Dear Mr. Dennis,I have just learned of the possible closure of the Ash Canyon B&B' feeding station.  This is the most reliable location in the entire country to view the Lucifer's Hummingbird, and I have heard only good things about the B&B itself.  I have not visited there yet myself, but I certainly hope to do so.  I think it would be a sad day for North American birders and a detriment to the economy of Cochise County if 
this station were to close. Sincerely, D. James Mountjoy, Galesburg IL

Dear Mr. Dennis, Even though I'm pretty sure you are by now inundated with pleas to keep this stellar bird-viewing site open to the public, I would like to add my name to the list of those in favor. As a fairly new resident to Cochise County, I can tell you that one of the reasons my husband and I chose to live in Cochise County was because of the birding opportunities afforded us, unlike any other place in the U.S. 

Ms. Ballator's yard is a world-class site for bird viewing and the only reliable place in the whole country to view the Lucifer Hummingbird. I don't think I need remind you of the economic impact of birders on the Hereford and Sierra Vista community, including purchasing gasoline, food and shopping in general.

I can only hope a reasonable and satisfactory agreement can be reached between Ms. Ballator and her neighbors. Sincerely, Arlene Ripley, St. David, AZ 85630

Dear Sir,As an avid birder, I want to strongly encourage you to allow the Ash Canyon B&B to continue to operate as it has been.  This is an excellent place to sit quietly and watch and photograph birds.  In fact, I have made plans to come to Sierra Vista at the end of April, 2011 so that I can photograph hummingbirds at the Ash Canyon B&B.  
 
I will be lodging in a Sierra Vista motel, eating in their restaurants, and buying gasoline and other supplies locally.  In total, birders make a significant economic contribution to the Sierra Vista area.  In fact, in August of each year, the Southwest Wings Birding and Nature Festival (http://www.swwings.org/ <http://www.swwings.org/> ) is held in Sierra Vista.  This event alone brings in hundreds of birders to Sierra Vista. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration. Steven Matherly Houston, TX  

Mr. Keith Dennis, Please do not allow the closing of this fine B&B. Ash Canyon provides a wonderful place for birders to see rare and beautiful birds and is especially well known among birders for the hummingbirds that can seen there. Birders bring money and jobs to AZ when they visit the your corner of the world from points all over the US and abroad seeking new birds. Sincerely, William Leigh

Dear Mr. Dennis, I live in East Tennessee; however, I have visited the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast on two occasions with birding friends to sit and watch birds come to Mary Jo Ballator’s feeders. Much of SE Arizona is a birding haven for those of us coming in from out of state to look for bird species, and Ms. Ballator’s property has become an important place to visit when we come.

 Therefore, I do hope that you will allow Ms. Ballator to continue to operate her business, Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, parcel no. 104–21-022.

Ms. Ballator is an outstanding ambassador for your county; she shares a wonderful bit of your natural heritage and makes all who visit feel welcomed and appreciated. If we birders lose access to her land, I believe that this will negatively affect your local economy as there is no other place nearby that could replace Ash Canyon for us. Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is one of the best locations in the United States to view Lucifer Hummingbirds – it is where I saw my Life Bird.

I do hope that you will allow Ms. Ballator to continue to operate her business so that Ash Canyon can continue to be a birder’s destination. Thank you. Sincerely,Virginia T. Goolsby Morristown, TN  37814

I am in support of Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast to remain open because I am handicapped and can no longer bird by walking great distances.  Thanks to Mary Jo Ballator, I can walk just a few steps and see the many birds I would not be able to see otherwise. Thank you, Karen Kaiser, Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr. Dennis,  I am writing to urge you to keep road access open to Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022, owned by Mary Jo Ballator. I am a birder from California who has had the pleasure of enjoying Southeastern Arizona recently. I can honestly state that this location has been one of the highlights of my trip. At the time of my visit the birders who visited Ash Canyon B&B were quiet and courteous, and we all greatly appreciated the chance to visit this unique property. Visitors are aware that they must park on the B&B property only, not on the road, further lowering their impact.  

 Thank you for your consideration. Karen L. Mateer, Pasadena, CA

Mr Dennis- I am writing in support of maintaining public access to the Ash Canyon B & B.  My wife and I recently traveled to the area from Northwest Ohio with this as one of several birding destinations, to see the spectacular collection of local specialties that visit the feeders of the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.  We spent five days in the area with the specific purpose of seeing flora, fauna, and the geological features of Southeast Arizona.  As an educator from Ohio, I see the importance of maintaining public access to these jewels for not only the ecotourism benefit to the local economy, but more importantly to maintain the connection between your local environment and the people who live in and visit the area.  As the old saying goes "In the end we will conserve only what we love, we will love only what we understand, and we will understand only what we are taught".  Teaching and learning occurs in many ways but none better than an experience such as can be had relaxing amongst the feeders and constant parade of the feathered gems flying in and out of the feeders.  Please continue to allow public access to this area.  Your future in part depends upon it! Tim Bollin

Dear Mr. Dennis,I am writing to urge you to keep road access open to Ash Canyon B&B,  parcel number 104-21-022, owned by Mary Jo Ballator. As a birder who has made many visits to Southeastern Arizona, I can honestly state that this location has been one of the highlights of several trips. It's been my experience that the birders who visit Ash Canyon B&B are universally quiet and courteous, and greatly appreciate the chance to visit this unique property. Visitors are aware that they must park on the B&B property only, not on the road, further lowering their impact. Thank you  for your consideration.
Judy Bass, Altadena, CA

Dear Mr. Dennis and members of the Cochise County Planning Department,
   Hello from not-so-sunny Ohio, where birders like my husband and I dream about a return visit to the Sierra Vista area! Maybe we'll be lucky enough to retire there someday! Heck, if there are two jobs available for nurse anesthetists, we'll move there now!
   I've been fortunate to vacation in Cochise County several times in the last 15 years. Each visit has revolved around birding. I have patronized the businesses in your community including dollars spent on lodging, food, gas, gifts, and even automotive maintenance.        
   Please give our regards and say hello to the folks at the Mitsubishi dealership, the Chinese restaurant (name???) and Subway in Sierra Vista, folks at the San Pedro House Visitor's Center, folks in Bisbee and Warren, the "pie" restaurant in Elfrida (A Family Restaurant), the staff at the Chiricahua National Monument, operators of the Portal Peak Lodge, people in Willcox (I must attend the festival there!), the many helpful and friendly (I'm serious!) Border Patrol Agents, and the many birding guides and gurus met along the way!
   But back to the point of this email. 
   I mentioned spending my precious vacation time and dollars in YOUR part of Arizona. Not that I'm opposed to visiting Phoenix, Scottsdale, Mesa, Tucson, Sedona, Superior, the Grand Canyon, Glen Canyon, the Petrified Forest, Tuba City, Chinle (Canyon de Chelly), or the lands occupied by the Hopi and Navajo Nations: I've been to all those places before becoming a "birder". But now, my vacation is aimed directly at Cochise County. 
   Why would anyone spend an entire vacation devoted to seeing birds? 
   In my opinion, birding is a wonderful hobby that enriches the soul. Birding can be done anywhere, at any time, in a variety of habits, weather conditions, and climates. It is always rewarding.
   So, why does a birder from halfway across the United States care deeply about a small piece of property in southeast Arizona? And, if birding can be done anywhere, what is so special about a small parcel of land bordering the Huachuca Mountains?
  Ash Canyon is unique!
  Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon B & B (parcel number 104-21-022) is an oasis. A place for hummingbirds, woodpeckers, and orioles. A destination for birders from around the world. 
Mary Jo is a gracious host to all, including visitors wearing binoculars and local, winged residents of her yard festooned in iridescent feathers. She has extended her kindness to me on multiple occasions, sitting with me under the shelter of her house as a late afternoon thunderstorm passed, pointing out the finer points of hummingbird identification, and passing along "foodie" restaurant suggestions too (FYI, we loved the noodles!).
   We birders are generally quiet folk, except when celebrating "life birds" (when someone sees a totally new species for the first time) which likely happens with regularity at Mary Jo's. Life bird celebrations might involve a round of "high fives" or congratulations. Folks probably do the "life bird dance", too (good thing I haven't attached a video to this email!).
  Please Mr. Dennis, allow Mary Jo to continue welcoming the birding community to her yard. It's a gift! 
   I thank you for your time, devotion to public service in Cochise County, and consideration of this matter of great importance to the birding community around the globe.

Sincerely,
Ann Oliver, CRNA
Cincinnati, Ohio
Executive Secretary of The Ohio Ornithological Society 
Attachments:	Prescott Audubon Society Ash Canyon.doc

to: Mr. Keith Dennis:
 
Please see the attached letter from the Prescott Audubon Society in reference to the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel 104-21-022).
From:	Narca [narca@vtc.net]
Sent:	Wednesday, March 30, 2011 4:42 PM
To:	Dennis, Keith
Cc:	Mary Jo Ballator
Subject:	Ash Canyon B&B

Dear Mr. Dennis,

Please note this letter in support of allowing Ash Canyon B&B to continue to allow the birding public to enter the feeding station to observe birds. Ecotourism provides an important economic underpinning  
for our region, and small, hospitable establishments like Ash Canyon B&B foster tremendous goodwill for the area as a whole.
It is hard to imagine a segment of visitors less likely to cause problems of any kind, since birding is a quiet activity, and birders tend to be well educated, respectful of others (and of private property), and good stewards. Mary Jo Ballator has operated her feeding station for years, with no complaints thus far (to my  
knowledge), and it really surprises me that there is any opposition to her continuing to do so.

The importance of ecotourism is even more emphasized where I live, in Portal (because the town is too small to have very many other sources of revenue!), and here businesses and most locals strongly encourage visitors to come. Our Supervisor, Ann English, attended a very productive meeting here last year, related to US Forest Service practices that were discouraging visitation. Many local businesses  
were also represented, and it was my impression that she fully understands the importance of ecotourism to most (about 85 - 90%) of the businesses in the Portal area.

Nature-based tourism is similarly important over the whole southeast corner of Arizona: witness the several books on birds and butterflies of the region, and where to find them. Please don't discourage this  
very benign, economically important activity by overly restrictive regulation. Mary Jo's establishment represents perfectly the gracious tradition of western hospitality which we like to offer visitors, and  
which encourages them to recommend our region to others. Thank you, Narca Moore-Craig, Portal, AZ

Greetings,
This message is in regards to the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, Parcel # 104-21-022.
I have had the great pleasure to visit this property not once but twice, in the spring of 2008 and the summer of 2009.  On both occasions my visit was inspired by the opportunity to experience native habitats of SE Arizona and the possibility of viewing rare hummingbird species, including those who frequent feeders such as those maintained by Mary Jo Ballator.  Her property is well-known throughout the international birding community, and the chance to meet her and view her feeders was a primary reason behind our visit.  We easily spent $1000 each trip, much of which was spent in Cochise County on food, lodging, gasoline and incidentals.  Ms Ballator is providing a very important refuge for bird species, but probably more importantly from an economic aspect, bringing joy to and money from birders.
 
I do not know the particulars of the permit in question, or neighbor disputes involved, but would ask that you please consider the large implications of eliminating this opportunity to visitors in your area.
 
Thanking you in advance.
Sincerely, Dana Bollin, Oak Harbor, Ohio 

To whom it may concern: My husband and I came to Arizona on a vacation May of 2010.  We heard about  what a magnificent birding spot Ash Canyon, (parcel # 104-21-022) was from other birders.  We decided to go see for ourselves.  We had such a wonderful birding experience that day, seeing so many species of birds, we decided to go back another day of our trip even though we only had 6 days in Arizona.

It would be a terrible loss to close Ash Canyon to visitors who enjoy the watching and photographing of birds.  We took many photos both times we went, and were so pleased to enjoy such a wide variety of birds.

Please try to keep this wonderful birding site open for all to enjoy!!

Sincerely, Bonnie and Chris Brandt, Chico, CA  (530) 345-3117

Sir,   I am a UK birder and, with my wife, have twice travelled to SE Arizona on organised birdwatching tours. During these trips we visited Ash Canyon B&B on three occasions to see the amazing variety of species attracted to the feeders Mary Jo maintains. It is,  without doubt, one of the most exciting and memorable places to visit in SE Az. No British birder would contemplate a  trip to Arizona and not include Ash Canyon. 
Our groups were based in Sierra Vista for several days and the local facilities,including the restaurants, were used extensively.
 
We are greatly saddened to hear that this unique birding haven is facing closure and hope that a satisfactory and amicable solution can be found.
 
Sincerely, Geoff & Mercia Wardle, Birmingham, United Kingdom

March 30, 2011, Dear Mr. Dennis, Mary Lou Bellator's Ash Canyon B&B and bird feeding station [parcel number 104-21-022] is not only unique to Cochise County but is an asset to our county's reputation as a birding mecca.  This is one of the only places in the county where Lucifer hummingbirds can be seen.   Mary Lou has always been extremely generous with her time in identifying birds and discussing their habits.  
 
I have been to Mary Lou's quite a few times in the past years and have never seen more than 2 or 3 cars, counting my own, parked at her property.  Her property is beautifully xeriscaped and maintained.
 
It would be a shame to no longer have Mary Lou's B&B as a unique county resource and, frankly, it would not do the county's reputation any good.  Surely there must be some way to mediate the conflict. Birders contribute a significantly to tourism dollars spent in the county, and it would be a shame to lose these monies as well as to deprive birders of a wonderful birding spot. 
 
I have enjoyed every minute I have spent on Mary Lou's property watching birds., Perrie Barnes Sierra Vista, AZ 85650

Dear Mr. Dennis, I was both surprised and saddened to learn that there is some sort of access dispute regarding Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast at Parcel Number 104-21-022.

I have lived in Tucson for 10 years now and it has been the pleasure of my wife, four friends from Colorado, and myself to visit Ash Canyon B & B about a half dozen times over the last decade to observe the wonderful bird life on Mary Jo's property and to enjoy Mary Jo's hospitality, her freely shared abundance of information about her property's wildlife, and, of course, her numerous hummingbird feeders.  My wife and I got to see our "life bird" Plain-capped Starthroat on her property, and our Colorado friends all got to view their "lifer" Lucifer Hummingbirds there.

What we really enjoy about Mary Jo's place is its cheerfully quiet serenity.  Although Ash Canyon B & B is well known nationally in the birding community and thus attracts birders from all over the country, every time we have visited there the place has been very tranquil, the other birding guests we have met there have been likewise subdued, and I have never witnessed anything there except "model behavior" from everyone.

I cannot guarantee that everyone through the past decade who has gone to Ash Canyon B & B has been exemplary or never inconsiderate of others as regards the Ash Canyon road itself or parking (although I have never personally observed any such issue myself), but I would be willing to wager a very large amount of money that if such offensive behavior has occurred it has probably been the result of an extremely small number of people.

Research regarding birders has consistently shown that:

* Birders tend to be more highly educated than the general population.

* Birders tend to be much more affluent than the general population.

* Birders tend to be private property owners themselves and thus very sensitive to the concerns of other property owners.

In short, birders tend to be be the kind of people who not only do not "trash places" with rowdiness, bad behavior, and litter, but we tend to be the kind of people who actually pick up others' trash!

I would think that given our current difficult economy as well as the nationally recognized problems regarding current border issues with Mexico, the good folks in Ash Canyon would welcome into their area highly responsible, well educated, environment respecting, fellow property owners who simply like a very low impact, very quiet activity called birdwatching!

I, as well as my birding friends, have spent what non-birders might consider a ridiculous amount of money on our hobby.  My closet, library, and other house areas contain an embarrassment of tee shirts, sweat shirts, hats, books, souvenirs, mementos, jewelry, purchased photographs, posters, wall plaques, etc. from places where I have had the good pleasure of birding.  This is not to mention the gas, restaurant meals, lodging, and food items I have likewise purchased in these areas - which have certainly included Cochise County through the years! 

If a decision is reached that prevents me, my friends, and other birders from continuing to enjoy the wonderful place that is Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast it will not be the end of the world for me.  It will be, however, one less reason to visit Cochise County and one less reason to continue to spend any more money there. Respectfully submitted, Duncan Brown Tucson, AZ

Dear Mr. Keith Dennis, I am writing regarding support for Mary Jo Ballator and Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022). I have been to south east Arizona a number of times and am planning to visit the Ash Canyon B&B in the near future. The entire area of south east AZ is a wonderful location for birders and birdwatching. Many thousands of birders flock to this region of the country every year to observe the diverse avifauna these habitats support. 
My draw to Ash Canyon B&B is its reputation for outstanding examples of area specialties and the exemplary manor in which the B&B is run. 
I certainly hope that Mary Jo will continue to be able to run her small business and to showcase the best that Arizona has to offer. Wil Hershberger

Although I am a lawyer by trade, I am a birder by avocation.  I have been to Arizona a number of times, primarily for birdwatching.  When my family plans a trip, we generally bear in mind the availability of birding opportunities, although the children are not quite as avid as my wife and I.  

I have not yet been to Ash Canyon B & B, but it is well known in birding circles -- which are larger than you might think -- and it is on our list of places to visit when we return to Arizona.  That would have happened last year, except logistics got in the way.

I hope that you realize what an economic boon birding can be to a county such as Cochise.  While birders range from wealthy to pretty poor, they are all willing to spend money -- at least what they can -- on pursuing birds.  Arizona is a prime area for birders, and Cochise is a recognized, but still up and coming area in that respect.  Birders who visit will stay in lodgings, eat at local restaurants, and spend money in local stores.  Birding (along with diving) has really worked wonders for Belize, for example, where we went last year when our Arizona plans fell through.

The Ash Canyon B & B is an important gateway to the birds of Cochise County, and an access point for those hoping to see the lovely hummingbirds that can be found there.  We ask that you do everything that you can to ensure that birders retain access.  The county will be repaid many times over.

Thanks you for listening. Eric & Lori Jeffrey (Washington, DC)

Dear Cochise County Board of Supervisors:  This letter is in support of Mary Jo Ballator's request to operate a bird feeding station open to the public at Ash Canyon B & B, Parcel 104-21-022. It's good for the County and local businesses, and it's good for the birding community. I apologize for the length of this letter, but there are some issues that need to be addressed.
NOT DAMAGING TO AVIAN RESOURCE AS STATED IN APPEAL 
The appeal states that feeding birds at feeding stations is detrimental to the resource. This I can discuss with considerable expertise. I am a State (Arizona Game and Fish Department) and Federally (US Fish and Wildlife Service) licensed Migratory Bird Rehabilitator. I feel this appeal is way off base pointing out all the so called negatives of bird feeding stations. 
Having been an avian rehabber for 27 years, I am quite familiar with the common diseases of birds. The two that are commonly seen around bird feeding areas are Trichomoniasis and Avian Pox. Trichomoniasis (a protozoan) is spread by a bird with the disease trying to swallow a seed and being unable to due to obstructions from the plaque buildup in its mouth and throat. It spits the seed out. If another bird IMMEDIATELY picks up that seed, it might acquire the disease depending on its resistance to the protozoan, however, this protozoan does not last very long in UV light or in a dry environment. It can also be passed on by a bird drinking immediately after a bird afflicted with the disease. Again, UV light and drop in temperature almost immediately kill the protozoan - it is fragile. The second disease is Avian Pox which is usually spread by mosquitos, but can be spread by contact with a bird with the disease. Again, UV light, drop in temperature, and dry environment disable the ability of the disease to replicate. If a bird with active pox touches its lesion to a healthy bird's skin or eye, the healthy bird may come down with pox. If the bird with pox touches its lesion to a surface that another bird subsequently touches, the likelihood of another bird contracting the disease is negligible. Since mosquitos are the main vector, spread of the disease has little to do with feeding stations. In short, these diseases are not causing huge die offs of birds at feeders.
Here is an excerpt from the Arizona Game And Fish Department's web site. 
“State Sen. Toni Hellon of Tucson sponsored the bill that evolved into the wildlife-feeding law for Maricopa and Pima counties. The law does not affect people just feeding birds and tree squirrels or anyone carrying out normal livestock or agricultural operations. It is a public safety measure that will only stop those who are intentionally, knowingly or recklessly feeding wildlife.”
If feeding birds were so destructive to the resource, birds would have been included not excluded. The purpose of this law is to protect the public from potential nuisance animals or serious problems with mammals jeopardizing public safety because they are habituated to people. 
US Fish and Wildlife Service maintains bird feeding stations at some refuges and I suspect that decision depends on the individual refuge, not some overall policy. At Laguna Atascosa and Santa Ana Refuge in Texas and Bosque del Apache in New Mexico, avian feeding stations are maintained at the visitor centers. I mention these because I've been there and seen them. 
Most avians have a very good ability to find food. In the case of passerines (the group of species normally frequenting feeding stations) the ability to feed themselves in the wild is hard-wired and at a certain age, they will do so. They will feed at feeding stations and find food away from the feeding station. Hummingbirds for instance drink sugar water, but if you watch them, you will see them catching insects to eat and feeding on available flowers. Audubon's Warblers will come in for suet, but then will catch insects by flying up and capturing them. These creatures are not so inadequate that they will suddenly starve to death because they have been eating at feeders. They may starve to death if there is not plentiful food available in the wild. In that event, feeding stations can be an important aid to their survival, particularly in bad weather. Feeders also assist them in putting on weight for migration and keeping up weight while nesting.
All of the above merely shows that contrary to the statements made in the appeal feeding stations, regardless of size, are not harmful to the avian resource. Most of the laws/prohibitions against feeding applies to mammals, not avians, and most of these laws/prohibitions are to keep mammals from becoming aggressive or nuisance animals and thus injuring people. Safety issue, pure and simple.
SE ARIZONA SPECIALTIES NOT NECESSARILY EASY TO SEE ON PUBLIC LAND
The appeal mentions that there are millions of acres of public land available to the birding community. This is true. However, many people coming to this area to bird don't have months in which to try to find a Lucifer Hummingbird or an Arizona Woodpecker, or any other of the southeast Arizona specialty species on public land. They may have one, two, or three days perhaps a week. Sites like Ms. Ballator's Ash Canyon B & B, Beatty's Guest Ranch, and Patton's in Patagonia, afford these people the opportunity to see these specialty species in a fairly brief amount of time and THAT is what draws people to this area. All of these are on private property. Without these properties being open to the public, visiting birders would be hard pressed to find species like Lucifer Hummingbird (Ms. Ballator's property being the only one that RELIABLY has this species), Magnificent Hummingbird, Blue-throated Hummingbird, White-eared Hummingbird, Berylline Hummingbird, and Violet-crowned Hummingbird, etc. To people intensely interested in birding viewing these species is important. Chances of seeing these species on the millions of acres of public land by just walking around would be virtually nil.
This year there are two events in Sierra Vista drawn here by the southeast Arizona birds. One is the annual birding festival, Southwest Wings the first part of August. The second is The 36th Annual Conference of Western Field Ornithologists being held at the Windermere in mid August. Both of these have field trips to Ash Canyon B & B. The Field Ornithologists had to add an extra field trip to Ash Canyon B & B because of high demand. In both cases, the attendees will have 3 or 4 days to see whatever species they can see. Again, places like Ash Canyon, Beatty's and Patton's enable these people to see what they came to see. Neither of these events would happen if it weren't for the availability of excellent birding here.
RURAL NOT RESIDENTIAL
It is also mentioned that this is a “residential” area. If I am correct, it is zoned “rural” and Ms. Ballator could have horses, chickens, and various other farm animals without any variance from the county. Perhaps these people complaining should consider what it would be like having roosters crowing at the crack of dawn and flies from corralled horses and the accompanying odor before complaining about birders coming to Ms. Ballator's yard.
THE ROAD ISSUE 
Not being an expert on law, my only comment regarding the “private” road issue is that these people all had an opportunity to complain to the sheriff or to file a complaint with the county, over a long period of time and evidently none did this. Secondly, they could have spoken with Ms. Ballator regarding the issue as well, which none did. From the time of the Zoning Commission approval of Ms. Ballator's activities to the time of the appeal, several people seem to have developed strong objections. Why is the road such an issue now when for the previous 9 or more years no one has voiced a complaint??? 
Thank you for taking the time to read this. Respectfully submitted, Christie Van Cleve, 4357 East Miller Canyon Road
This wonderful little piece of birding heaven, has been on my list of "must visit" for at least the last 8 years.  I cannot see any reason for it to not be available to the hundreds of birders who look forward to visiting.  I have also been a member of a class originating from Yavapai Community College - who visited this little gem.
Hopefully, you will reconsider your decision to disallow birders to continue to come...
 
Thank you,
Pat McNiven

Dear Mr. Dennis, 

        I have travelled from California to SE Arizona for the specific purpose of bird watching.  I have visited the Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022. This is a special place where I have seen birds that I had never seen before. In the course of my trips, I have supported the Arizona economy by staying at motels, eating at restaurants and buying supplies locally. If Ash were to close, it would impact my decision whether to visit Cochise County in the future. Birders as a group are law abiding, thoughtful people. Sincerely, Andy Lazere, Laguna Niguel, CA

To whom it may concern: We are writing in support of Mary Jo Ballatore and her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, Parcel No. 104-21-022.

We live in Salem, Oregon, but spend our winter months in Tucson.  The primary reason we come here is that the birding here is world class.  Every winter and early spring we make a number of short trips to the Sierra Vista area.  We also make at least one trip during which we stay overnight.  This year we stayed in a hotel in Sierra Vista for two nights.  A few years ago we actually stayed two nights at Ash Canyon B&B.  On our most recent trip we visited the B&B three times.  

Not only is Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast one of the best spots for bird watching, it allows access by everyone, regardless of physical abilities.  Many popular birding sites require some serious hiking.  To lose access to Ash Canyon would be a real blow to a lot of people who are not otherwise able to see the wonderful wildlife that Mary Jo Ballatore has invited to her property.  David & Linda Buchanan, Salem, Oregon
I'm writing on behalf of Mary Jo Ballator, owner of Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022. The thought of her operation being shut down is ludacrious. She attracts birders and nature lovers from all over the country. I am from Pennsylvania, and every time I have visited Arizona I have stopped at her place to view the amazing spectacle of birdlife and nature. Were it not for her attracting a number of rare and extremely local bird species, I would never even consider visiting Hereford, Arizona. There are countless people just like me who visit the area only to go to her place to view the nature spectacle, and in turn provide quite an economic boost to the area in just about every aspect. We stay at hotels, dine at local eateries, and otherwise pump money into the weak economy in the area. I must ask why she is at risk of being shut down? For every bogus reason you give to say is a ligitimate reason to shut down her operation, I'll give you 10 that say what she's doing is great in every and any aspect. sincerely, Matthew Sabatine

Mr Keith Dennis,
      I understand that an upcoming meeting will be held to discuss the operations of the Ash Canyon B&B. I have visited this site and it was a truly amazing area for Hummingbirds and other birds in general. The B&B was the primary reason for my visit to your area and I spent a few nights in a local hotel there plus visited many eating establishments. I would guess that I spent more than a few hundred dollars in your county due to my birding activities and my visit to the Ash Canyon B&B. I know for a fact that the Ash Canyon B&B is well known in the birding community not only in AZ but international. Birders coming from all over the world have contributed to your community's businesses in large amounts. I would hate to see the place be closed down because of a dispute over road access. Surely some reasonable compromise could be reached that would allow birders to continue to access the Ash Canyon property and help keep the B&B open for business. Thanks for your consideration.  Al Guarente Media, Delaware County, PA

Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator's application for a special use permit for the Ash Canyon B&B on parcel 104-21-022. I do not know what issues threaten public access to Ms. Ballator's property, but I feel the need to attest to the importance of the Ash Canyon B&B. As a professional ornithologist, I have had the pleasure of visiting the Ash Canyon B&B both on my own and while leading tours for the Southwest Wings Birding Festival based in Sierra Vista.

The feeding station there is a tremendous attraction for birdwatchers visiting Cochise County, whether from within the state of Arizona or other parts of the U.S. Indeed because it has been known to regularly host rare bird species such as the Lucifer Hummingbird, the Ash Canyon B&B draws visiting birdwatchers from around the world each year. Many visitors consider it an essential component of any visit to Cochise County and the Sierra Vista/Huachuca Mountain area. I sincerely hope access to this property remains open to the public and I know the entire birding community would be saddened to learn otherwise. 
Sincerely, Scott Olmstead, Tucson
To Mr. Keith Dennis: I am writing to you from El Paso, TX about the situation involving the Ash Canyon B&B; parcel number 104-21-022. 
I understand that the owner of the B&B, Mary Jo Ballator, may have to close her property to birders. I am writing to ask you to allow her to keep her property open to birders so that they may continue to enjoy seeing the many species of birds that come to her feeders. Some of these birds are very difficult to find elsewhere.
I visit Cochise County several times a year with my sister who is from Pennsylvania. When we are there, we always meet birders from around the United States and, indeed, from around the world. I believe it is very important that you do not overlook the positive economic impact that birders create in your county. 
I hope that the Board of Supervisors will allow Ms. Ballator to continue to open her property to birders from around the world. Thank you for your consideration of my request. Dr. Jane Poss, El Paso, TX
Closing the Ash Canyon B&B bird feeding station would indeed be a mistake.  Seeing birds at the site brings much joy to many.  In addition it offers the opportunity for citizen science through tracing nesting and migration patterns.  But it also brings much more to the region – money.  Ash Canyon B&B is an important stop for birders in SE Arizona and not only will birders come almost all year round, we’ll spend money in the community.  It seems to me that the county should be doing all that it can to strengthen the attractions of SE Arizona, one of the greatest places to bird in the US.    Keep Ash Canyon B&B feeding station open! Janet Hollander, Tucson 

Dear Honorable Members of the Cochise County Board of Supervisors, In the summer of 2009 I took a driving trip around this magnificent country and my second to final destination was to the Huachuca Mountains to bird watch. As I was really time restricted, I planned to spend just one day there before continuing my journey and heading home.
 
But, when I arrived, I found that the accessible yards to view hummingbirds and other wildlife an amazing amenity. If not for the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast and the wonderfully accommodating Mary Jo Ballator, I would not have seen several species of birds. I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and because of this, Southern Arizona and specifically the Ramsey Canyon, Carr Canyon, Ash Canyon and Miller Canyon areas are top on my list of places to revisit. 
 
As a result of the opportunity to enjoy the birds there, my one day visit turned into three. I stayed at local bed & breakfast establishments and ate at restaurants in Hereford and Sierra Vista.
 
I hope you will reconsider and allow Ms. Ballator a conditional use permit to continue this service as well as any of the other operators of similar establishments. They are absolutely an economic boon to your communities. Birders are a unique tourist, who generally leave little evidence of their presence other than leaving much needed cash spread around communities. Never have I heard of communities having to hire people to clean up after or police these clean, quiet tourists. 
 
I do respect the need of local residents to feel safe and private in their homes, but rest assured birders are only interested in birds... well maybe butterflies and flowers too.  None of us are interested in peering at people or violating their privacy. I understand the suspicion as I did run into many friendly yet serious Border Patrol agents and was asked to keep an eye out for suspicious activity of which I did see and did report (nine people crossing the border and being picked up by two guys in a white van in Miller Canyon). The eyes of birders are keen and can be an asset, but the main purpose of the lingering done by birders/naturalists is to appreciate the absolutely beautiful country that you are so fortunate to live in and the wildlife that benefits from your stewardship. Thank you very much, Alison Sheehey, Weldon, CA 

Mr. Dennis, I am speaking on behalf of Ash Canyon B & B (Parcel #104-21-022) and other sites in your county that provide birding opportunities for many tourists drawn to your area. In fact the National Geographic "Guide to Birding Hot Spots of the U.S." has a whole chapter on "why southeastern Arizona ranks as a top birding destination. .". As the guide for my group, I have visited Cochise County 7 or 8 times in the past several years.	This time last year, my group members came from Montana and Florida to spend two weeks in Southeast Arizona for the sole purpose of birdwatching. As your area is unique in the world and famous for providing many opportunities for birdwatchers and eco-travelers from around the world, one of the places we look forward to visiting is Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon B & B. Because of her welcoming place (for birds and birders) we made a special effort to stay in the Cochise County area. In fact, we spent 3 nights in the Hereford, Bisbee, and Sierra Vista area, ate most of our meals out, bought gas, visited a gift shop, and in general added in an eco-tourist way to the economy of your county. We would hope the Ash Canyon B & B and others like it, will be allowed to remain open to the birding tourism community. In the current economy, we can ill afford to close any doors to people who would support your local income- producing endeavors.	I would greatly appreciate it if you would read my letter at the Board of Supervisors Meeting on Tuesday, April 12. Thank you for the opportunity to add to the discussion.
Ann Yeend Weinrich, Lake Worth, FL 33460

Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing this letter to voice my support for the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel 104-21-022).  This establishment has provided an excellent location for bird watching for the past nine years.  It is a great place to relax while watching many species of birds that might be otherwise hard to locate.  As not only an avid birder, but also a wildlife biologist, I feel that places like Ash Canyon B&B are vital in providing wildlife viewing for the public.  It also contributes to avian science because many people that visit Ash Canyon B&B submit their bird lists to ebird, a project developed by the National Audubon Society and Cornell University that provides information on bird abundance and distribution.
Please consider the large community of people that would lose access to such a vital place in the birding community if access is no longer allowed to Ash Canyon B&B. Sincerely, Tina Greenawalt
To whom it may concern: The dispute over the private road easement leading to the Ash Canyon B&B is urgently needs a resolution that would allow continued access for birders. 
As you undoubtedly know, Ms Ballator's Hummingbird feeding station is one of the very few locations in all of the United States where Lucifer Hummingbird may be viewed by the public. It is only virtue of her property's unique placement, its landscaping, vegetation and location in the canyon that this unique situation is possible. In addition to this prized species, great numbers of other Arizon specialitiescan be observed and enjoyed by visitors from all over the country. 
It is truly special opportunity, not easily duplicated.

While this is indeed an attraction, we are not talking about enormous numbers of visitors, but enough that if it became inaccessible to the public, this species would become essentially for naturalists in the United States, and a loss to public. The visitors she entertains are well behaved and respectful of neighbors' privacy. 
Mary Jo Ballator has over the past few years, provided an incredible opportunity for nature-lovers, photographers and birdwatchers to enjoy a truly rare and very beautiful Hummingbird, as well as other birds. To lose access to her feeders would be a tragedy. Matthew Dodder
Mr. Keith Dennis: I am writing with regard to action which would preclude access to the Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022. My wife and I have been to southeast Arizona several times specifically for birdwatching and the Ash Canyon B&B is among a few select sites that are extremely birdy and birder friendly. Losing access to this site would likely have a negative economic impact on the area as birders would bypass the location in favor of somewhere else not necessarily nearby. Please keep Ash Canyon open to the public! Tyler Bell, California, Maryland 
Dear Mr. Dennis, I have read with great dismay that there is a possibility of closing down the Ash Canyon B&, run by Mary Jo Ballator,  as a birding site due to complaints by neighbors.   This would be, in my opinion, a great disservice to the vast community of birders, photographers and nature lovers, not only in the immediate vicinity, but nationally and even internationally.   I am an avid birder and photographer, and Ash Canyon B&B is recognized in every birding magazine, website, and birding book as one of the premier sites to see an amazing variety of hummingbirds, including rare ones.    This is an enormous point of prestige that I would think and hope would be recognized, not opposed.  The site is very well managed and is a delight to visit.
Mary Jo, herself, is a good-will ambassador to people who everyone who comes to SE Arizona on a birding holiday, as well as us "locals" who come from Tucson, Phoenix and the general area.

I, as I'm sure we all do, recognize that there are other properties we pass on our way to the Ash Canyon B&B, and opposition has arisen there.   I am sure that a mutually-agreeable solution to whatever impact we have on those neighbors can be arrived at, if the Board of Supervisors is open to seeking such solutions.  Please do not shut down the Ash Canyon B&B as a premier birding and photography location.  It would break my heart, and many others. Thank you. Lois Manowitz, Tucson
From: Sarah Vetault <sarah AT COMPLINEGROUP.COM>
Date: Tue, 29 Mar 2011 09:42:18 -0700
Before I write an email on the wrong tangent, will someone please clarify 
what the legal issue is?  All Mary Jo said was "Due to a  neighborhood 
dispute regarding public access over a private road easement, there is a 
very real possibility that I may have to close my property to birders after 
nine years of continuous operation with no complaints or opposition."

My questions are:  1.  Who is complaining?  2.  What is the specific nature 
of the complaint?  (Too much public traffic on a private easement?  Running 
a B&B where it is argued to be not permitted?  Or is the government trying 
to change use in a particular area and the neighborhood is reacting?)    3. 
What is the specific proposed action by the complainants/government?

Having been on the regulatory side of many contentious hearings, I am well 
aware how misinformed support can backfire on the supported.  A few more 
details would be helpful.  For example, if the issue is too much public 
traffic on a private easement, a crowd of outsiders saying "I go there all 
the time" may simply prove the complainants' point.   If the issue has to do 
with a change in public use by other than Mary Jo's guests, and the proposed 
solution is shutting down all non-resident access on the easement, then that 
is another issue entirely.

Brief, accurately focused comments tend to get more attention by decision 
makers.  Help us help Mary Jo keep Ash Canyon B&B open.

Thank you! Sarah Vetault, Tucson, AZ
www.ComplineGroup.com

Dear Sirs:  I was astounded to find out there is a problem regarding access to this piece of property.  Not only is this a place of important business for the owneers but they have created a very important place of refuge and feeding for a very large population of hummingbirds including species that require a stop-over during migration.
 
Since rarity and numbers of different species also attract a large number of people interested in seeing these sites, I'm included,  I don't understand your problem.  When you attract people from all over your own country and large numbers from other countries including tour companies that bring in bus loads of people that can only be a great help on the economy of the region how can you turn down such a large economical influx. Have your people even made an effort to consider the boost to the economy of this region?
 
I hope you will give this a more serious consideration for the sake of all the businesses in the region. AND BIRDERS FROM ALL OVER.
 
Yours truly,  J. Brian Hobbs, Strathroy, Ontario Canada 

Dear Mr. Dennis: I would like to present some thoughts that might be considered in determining whether to limit traffic and parking at Mary Jo Ballator’s Ash Canyon B&B.

I visited Mary Jo’s property about a week ago and was very happy to see the unusual birds which her feeders attract.  She puts a lot of effort in preparing sugar water, seed, and suet to attract tanagers, orioles, hummingbirds, and many others that are not readily seen in Arizona.  I have spoken with several other birders who make the trip to Cochise County to see Mary Jo’s birds.  Some birders will use lodging in the immediate area and others will frequent restaurants and gas stations.  No doubt these visits have measurable economic activity in Cochise County.

I just read the 2010-2011 Cochise County Land of Legends advertising brochure and notice that page 20 highlights ‘bird-watching in the land of legends’.  Many in state and out of state birders would use the internet to locate birding sites when planning a visit and would easily find the Ash Canyon B&B as a good place to visit in the Sierra Vista area.

I find that birders are very quiet and respectful people who drive slowly.  The road leading to Ash Canyon B&B certainly does not encourage speeding and the birding activity at the B&B is essentially observing which is very quiet.   I would think that this activity would cause minimal disruption to neighbors during the Spring and Summer when most birding is done in the Sierra Vista area.

Best wishes on your deliberations.


Bill Higgins, Tucson
Dear Mr. Dennis;
 
Please do not let access be denied to birders who wish to enjoy and study the birds at Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon B&B property (parcel #104-21-022).  Not only is this yard and its birds a huge draw to birders from all over the world as they can view species which are almost impossible to find by hiking, but it is an invaluable resource for birders who have limitations of mobility or endurance.  This group of birders range from people who have simply advanced in years so they can only sit quietly and observe birds to people who must use wheelchairs.  The great portion of these people who are birders are also financially secure enough to afford travel and make this special yard a priority destination.  This brings business into your county and provides an irreplaceable service to these people.  Mary Jo has gone out of her way to provide access to this population and I have had the privilege to bringing many people with physical limitations here as part of Tucson Audubon Society field trips and I have also been able to bring groups of senior citizens to this location.

I am the owner of the Web site "Comfy Birding" which is an index of birding locations which are friendly to people with physical limitations and have this wonderful yard listed as both wheelchair accessible and easy to use.  (http://comfortablebirdingforall.com/ARIZONASoutheastern.html)  This award-winning Web site is used by many as a way to find such unique birding locations and to remove this yard from the list would be disheartening and a disservice to birders with physical limitations.
 
Thank you for doing all you can to keep this yard available to birders.
 
Darlene Smyth, Tucson
Mr Dennis:
I am writing in strong support of allowing visitors into Mary Jo Ballator's B&B. We are snow birds from Wyoming and have spent the last four years wintering in Sonoita. The sole reason we come to Arizona is for the great birding and warm weather. We do most of our shopping in Sierra Vista. We bird several of the birding spots around the Huachucas including Mary Jo's B&B. It is one of the very few if only spot to find Lucifer Hummingbirds. The County should be supporting these birding areas if it wants to support commerce in the county. With the State abusing maintenance and access to State Parks and now if the County wants to limit our access to birding spots, maybe we should take our dollars elsewhere in the future. 
I sincerely hope you will support Mary Jo's right to share her feeders with the many of us who take advantage of her grand hospitality. Jim Lawrence, Sonoita, AZ
 It has come to my attention that Ash Canyon B&B is in danger of losing accessibility to the public. Please consider this letter of support for the continuation of public access to this valuable birding area.
 
For many years, I have taken students from Central Arizona College to Mary Jo Ballantor's Ash Canyon B&B as part of classes on bird watching and recreational opportunities.  It is a valuable site for educational purposes and for eco-tourism in the Sierra Vista area.  Mary Jo's knowledge and dedication to attracting birds in a natural environment has been invaluable to my students throughout the years.
 
I personally visit many of the birding sites in Southeastern Arizona on a regular basis. I also attend the Southwest Wings Bird and Nature festival in Sierra Vista, which brings people from throughout the country to visit places like Ash Canyon B&B, Miller Canyon B&B, Ft. Huachuca, San Pedro River and the other unique, important birding areas in Cochise County.  Ash Canyon B&B is nationally known throughout the birding community and visitors from around the country certainly must generate tourism dollars for the area.  It would be a shame to lose this valuable resource.  I encourage you and the Board of Supervisors to support locations like this as educational and economic assets to the county.
Thank you. Sincerely, Vera Walters

Dear Mr. Dennis, I live in northern California, but am planning a trip to Arizona this summer to see some of the state's more unusual birds. Ash Canyon B&B is known in the birding community as an excellent spot to see some of these birds. I understand that public access to this location may be restricted. I'm wondering what specifically the problem has been? I'm unaware of bird-watching activity there doing anything beyond pleasing a lot of enthusiastic birders, not to mention bringing money into the state of Arizona. I'd just like to add my voice to the voices of those that would be very disappointed to lose access to this renowned birding spot. Sincerely, Colin Talcroft, Santa Rosa, California
Greetings Mr.. Dennis, I was very distressed to learn of the problems currently being experienced by MaryJo Ballator and the Ash Canyon B & B concerning public access to her property.
 
We frequently visit Ash Canyon B&B from Tucson and remark often about what a great resource to the birding community it is. Our visits generally include purchases of gas, lunch and usually dinner at places like The Mesquite Tree, Landmark Cafe, Sierra Vista Diner (et al), plus shopping at the local Fry's, Wal-Mart (et al) for traveling supplies.
 
The birding community in the US is 70 million strong and localities across the country have reaped great economic benefit from traveling birders. Many even host birding festivals to welcome and attract this particular interest group.  Arizona is an important destination for birders, and MaryJo's place provides a unique habitat for many hard to find species of birds. It would be both a cultural, and economic loss to disrupt this worthwhile recourse. Respectfully, Jerome & Natalie Smith, Tucson, AZ.

Dear Mr Dennis,
It has come to my attention that there is a neighbor or neighbors that are wishing to have birders banned from viewing birds at the Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022.  I understand that someone who is not familiar with birding might see some unfamiliar cars in the neighborhood as a point of concern but I can assure this person that birders are some of the most respectful people on the planet.  
I was privileged to go to this location last May while on an extended birding trip and found the area peaceful and quiet.  Due to the nature of birding, birders are trying to not frighten wildlife so are generally very quiet and non disruptive.  I was lucky to see the only Lucifer Hummingbird I have ever seen, that morning, and I think it would be a sad day if this feeding station were closed to the public.  There is no threat to the neighborhood to allow a few birders to visit this B & B on a daily basis so I respectfully ask that you please vote to allow this to continue.
Thank you, Don Sutherland, Bend, Oregon
Dear sirs, It is with great sadness that I see the bird feeding station at Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022 imperiled.  Birding in SE Arizona is known nationwide. We are from Ft. Worth and have birded there many times.

I don't know what the issues are, but every avenue of birding should should be supported.
If you look at the statistics, you will find that out of state birders spend hundreds of thousands of dollars in the region.

Troy and Martha Mullens
Certified Texas Master Naturalists
Audubon Society of America, Ft. Worth, TX

Mr. Keith Dennis: I am writing in support of retaining and permitting the bird feeding stations at Ash Canyon B&B.  These feeding stations are world reknown, drawing tourists from all over the world to Sierra Vista.  The stations attract a large variety of birds and a number of rarities that are found in only a few locations in the United States.

We came down from Seattle, Washington to stay at Mary Jo’s  three years ago, specifically to bird watch, and have returned to the area several times since our first visit.  Birders, such as ourselves, contribute a great deal to the Sierra Vista and Southeast Arizona economy.  We spend money on lodging, food, gasoline, and many other incidentals.

The benefits to birds, the birding community and the Sierra Vista economy far outweigh the negative impact on neighbors.   The extra traffic is limited and seasonal.  
We hope you will consider the important benefits of this resource as you make your decision.
Henne Queisser and Ed Freedman, Redmond, WA

I will not be able to attend your meeting regarding Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022), however I would like to add my support to maintaining this facility as a place for the world birders to visit.  I have been there numerous times and enjoyed the birds and Mary Jo's hospitality.  At each visit, I have met people for many place outside of Arizona: people from many state and many foreign countries.
 
During each visit I have spent money in your county.  I'm sure many those other visitors have contributed to you economy.
 
Mary Jo's business is a great example of helping to green the environment and preserve our wildlife.  She also provides a quiet, comfortable place for the world's birders to enjoy the rare birds that come to this unique corner of America. I strongly request that you allow her to continue Ash Canyon B&B.
 Your Truly, Jerry Daniel, Minden, Nevada

I have birded the Southeast corner of Arizona for 25 years. It is probably the premium spot in all United States. The Ashley B&B feeders are important
to the Records of Birds, kept by Cornell U. and Audubon Society. Please don't let this vital source of information be taken away.
...............................................Grace Steurer, Point Arena, Northern CA, American Birding Assn. member

Hi Keith. I am a lifelong avid birder, and live in Scottsdale.  I am on the national board of the American Bird Conservancy. And I have been a regular visitor of Mary Jo Ballator's incredible bird haven in Hereford.
What Mary Jo has done over the years is truly amazing.  It sounds like you may not be aware of the international reputation that the Ash Canyon B & B has in birding circles.  There are only a few birding 'gems' like this scattered around the country.  Birders love to go to these places to see many species of birds in a local area in a relatively short period of time.  Over the years, Mary Jo has set things up so that a visit there is almost magical.
Keith, have you ever sat in a chair at Mary Jo's and watched all the hummingbirds, woodpeckers and orioles come to her feeders?  Have you ever experienced Mary Jo's hospitality and how well she represents the local community's love of nature?  If you haven't, you should.  Mary Jo Ballator is a terrific ambassador of an area that derives a great deal of economic support from birders visiting from all over the world.
I don't know the particulars surrounding the neighbor or neighbors who are upset, God forbid, of a woman trying to make a living and pursuing her life's passion.  But you folks in government need to step up and do the right thing. Sincerely, Jeff Rusinow
We wish to express our opinions regarding the importance of MaryJo Ballator's bird feeding station at the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.  Her facility has attracted numerous common  birds of Southern Arizona as well as some rare  
species that have brought birders from all over the country to her yard. On numerous occasions, people have stayed over an extra day or two in order to locate and study some of the unusual birds that have shown up there.
 
Her bird feeding station has been accessible to older and handicapped people who are unable to hike in the mountains, but who appreciate the natural wonders of Southern Arizona.
 
Her property and surrounding neighborhood has always been treated with great respect.  We certainly hope that this bird watching facility will remain available for everyone to enjoy. Sincerely,  Kenneth A. Tollackson M. D., 
Ann M. Tollackson
Phoenix, Arizona

Dear Mr. Dennis, As an avid birder and former resident of Tucson, AZ I urge you to please consider keeping the right of way open to  Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022. Birding in SE Arizona is a year round activity that brings many birders spending their money to the local economy. I have been birding several times in Cochise County myself and have brought other bird watchers to this part of the county. As the writer of several birding blogs I also write about birding in this area. I know from comments I have received that many of my readers have visited this area and plan to visit this area. It would be a huge loss to the birding world and the local economy to shut down access to this birding spot.
 
Ash canyon is one of the few places in the United States where people can go to see rare hummingbirds. People who live in the Northeast usually only get to see one species of hummingbird. In the West one can often see 3 or 4 species, but down in SE Arizona, and in Ash Canyon in particular, birders can see up to 14 species of hummingbird! There is no way to observe so many species of hummingbird elsewhere in the USA. This is truly a special place.
 
So, once again, I ask you and the other members of the board to carefully consider how cutting off access to the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast will impact the birds, the people, and the local economy. In such bad economic times one would hope that good responsible people with a business like this would be encouraged and not discouraged or obstructed from running their business. Please keep this access open to myself and all other bird watchers and nature lovers.
 
Thank you, Kathie Brown
Dear Mr. Dennis,
   Every few years I travel to southern Arizona to look for birds that are special to the area, as do members of my family and friends. When we do, we regularly plan to stay 2-3 days at Sierra Vista and make a point of visiting the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (Parcel no. 104-21-022) to view and hopefully photograph the hummingbirds and others. Mary Jo Ballator's yard is the one location in southern Arizona where a birder can consistently see Lucifer's Hummingbird. The times that I have visited the Ash Canyon B&B, there have never been more than three cars, all parked on Mary Jo's property in front of her gate. The fellow birders that I have encountered there are respectful and quiet (you can't easily see and hear birds if one is making noise).
    I know I speak for hundreds of out-of-state birders. Without a special place like Mary Jo Ballator's in the area to go and see/photograph Lucifer's Hummingbird, and the other local birds, there would be less incentive for me and my friends to stop and stay in Sierra Vista. We would most likely continue on to Tucson and points south to see the birds in that area. We would greatly miss being able to see Lucifer's Hummingbird. I urge you to consider allowing Mary Jo to continue feeding the birds and allowing fellow birders to see the special creatures she has coming to her yard.
 
Sincerely, Joe Mammoser, Fort Collins, CO

Dear Mr. Dennis,

I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator and birding at the Ash Canyon B&B. I have visited SE Arizona from Virginia several times and always stopped at Mary Jo's. It is hard to estimate how many birders have seen their life Lucifer Hummingbird there but it is probably in the thousands. 

I would ask that the local government make every effort to allow Mary Jo to continue operating, and support the eco-tourism industry in Arizona.

Yours, John Fox, Arlington, VA

To whom it may concern:   I am an avid bird watcher from Green Valley, AZ.  Seven years ago, I relocated to Southern Arizona, primarily because of the world-class birding opportunities in the area.  I continue to bird several days a week, and am always looking for more outstanding locations to do so.  In my birding exploits, I have found only a few truly special places to watch birds.....particularly hummingbirds.....and the Ash Canyon B & B is certainly one of those locations.  Ms. Ballator's wonderful efforts over many years have created a very well recognized location for birders from around the world, and thus must generate significant revenue for the city of Sierra Vista and Cochise County.  Unquestionably, the loss of this location for the bird-watching community will be felt by the city and county......and it would be a serious loss for birders, as well as the birds themselves.
  I strongly request that you give every consideration to the support of the continuation of Ms. Ballator's business, and the birding community.
Regards, Donald W. Burk

Dear Mr. Dennis: I visited Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, Cochise County Parcel # 104-21-022, in the summer of 2003 specifically to enjoy the hummingbirds drawn to Mary Jo Ballator’s feeders.  Mary Jo is a gracious host and she allows birders from around the world to come to her feeders and enjoy the hummingbirds there.

Mary Jo’s feeders are among a small number of sites in southeast Arizona that are critical draws for bird tourism.  Clearly, people all over Arizona have hummingbird feeders.  Mary Jo’s are unique within the state for the rare species she has attracted reliably over the years.  These species – including Lucifer Hummingbird and Plain-capped Starthroat – are the kind of species that draw tourism from all over the US and the world.  I came specifically for the Plain-capped Starthroat and was fortunate enough to view it at these feeders.  It was and has been the only time in my 25 years of bird watching that I have seen this species.

I was treated to another special surprise sighting at Mary Jo’s feeders.   A group of young bird watchers – all younger than high school age – came to view the hummingbirds present.  These were not kids who were dragged to “see some birds”.  These kids could identify the hummingbirds at the feeders as fast as they came.  I am as unlikely to forget these kids’ reactions to the arrival of a male Lucifer hummingbird as I am my own sighting of the Starthroat.  I began bird watching when I was 9 years old and I would have been the happiest kid on earth to have had such an experience.

I hope this can illustrate for you the importance of a site like Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.  This is not just a cluster of bird feeders.  This is a unique location that has the good fortune of attracting the kinds of rare birds that bring people to Cochise County, and serves as an educational and community-building resource for bird watchers of all ages.  The importance of this site to people across the United States needs to be weighed seriously against the isolationist complaints of a few individuals.  

Closure of this site will diminish Cochise County tourism, opportunities for education, networking, and fellowship among birders from around the world, and further erode Arizona’s image among Americans at a time when it desperately needs some positive P.R.  

Please do not sacrifice these wide-reaching values to the special interests of an embittered minority.
Sincerely,  Dr. Gary Meyer

Dear Mr. Dennis, My name is Michael Skinner and I reside in Tucson Arizona. Upon hearing of the troubles The Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast was having I felt compelled to write. I have visited Ms. Mary Jo Ballator's place several times in the last 10 years. In fact about twice a year I will visit to do a little bird watching as the property attracts some rare birds that are difficult to view elsewhere. Each time I visit The Ash Canyon B & B I (and anyone I bring along) also end up eating at a local restaurant, purchasing gasoline and even shopping at some local stores. Sierra Vista has German Import stores and Tucson has none. The B & B is a valuable entity in that area that helps to increase spending in the local economy. It is also extremely valuable to bird watchers and wildlife watchers who get to see some very rare animals. Should visiting the property be prohibited it would have a financial impact to the region as I for one would not return to the area and many other bird watchers would also limit their trips to Cochise County and the Sierra Vista/Ft. Huachuca, Hereford, Bisbee area. Please keep this in mind while determining a decision regarding the property. I may only be one person and alone my impact may be small. However the Ash Canyon B & B and the entire area attracts thousands of bird watchers worldwide and making one of the famous stops inaccessible will definitely hurt the area financially. Sincerely, Michael Skinner,Tucson, AZ

Dear Mr. Keith Dennis, My name is Atcha Nolan and I live in El Dorado, Kansas.  I am a "birder" and visited SE Arizona for the first time this past February.  I had heard of the great birding opportunities in SE Arizona and wanted to see what birds I could add to my "life list."  After several days of trying to find the Arizona Woodpecker, I decided to try the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast which was listed on our birding trail map.  I was not disappointed!  Not only did I see the Arizona Woodpecker, but several other "life birds."  My husband and I have already planned on returning next year.  

I would be so disappointed if this wonderful feeding station was closed to the public!

My husband and I spent one week in the area looking for birds.  We stayed in the area motels and ate in the local restaurants.  Places like  the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, run by Mary Jo Ballator, is what brings many people to SE Arizona as tourists...it was at the top of our list of places to visit.  Please don't take this wonderful site away from the public!

Sincerely, Atcha Nolan, El Dorado, Kansas 

Mr. Dennis,
    In an age where AZ is suffering from an economic downturn not seen before, it seems that we should be doing everything we can to support any business that brings tourists and money into our state.   The economic impact of birdwatchers should not be underestimated.  After talking to the care takers at Safford Ranch when the blue mockingbird was wintering there 2 years ago, the number of visitors to see just that bird, surpassed the number of visitors from the entire previous year.
   After nine years of continuous operation with many visitors from all over the world, Ash Canyon B&B and Feeding Station should be considered as a vital contributor to the economy of Cochise County.  Our family first stayed in Sierra Vista so that we would be able to visit the local birding attractions.  We have since moved to AZ for the winter months and visit birdwatching areas in Sierra Vista frequently.  These visits include trips to Ash Canyon.   Since we are in Sierra Vista for this opportunity to see birds, we also eat lunch, pick up groceries and  do other shopping rather than driving to Tucson.
  Please do whatever is necessary to prevent the closure of the Ash Canyon B&B and Feeding Station.
Sincerely,Gloria Lawrence, Sonoita, AZ

Dear Mr Dennis, I'm a birdwatcher from the UK and was very concerned to read that access to Ash Canyon B&B is likely to be prevented due to a dispite over a private road.  I have not visited the area but am planning a visit in July of this year.  Ash Canyon B&B was one of the main areas I was hoping to visit, as I've heard a great deal about its excellence as a site for birding.  Detrimental changes to access will certainly affect my plans and are likely to mean that I spend much less time and money in Cochise County.  I hope you take these views into account in making your decision, which is likely to be watched with interest around the world. Best wishes, Dr Andrew Whitehouse, University of Aberdeen, Scotland

Mr. Dennis and Board, I and hundreds of other birders have visited and spent money in your area because of the hummingbird feeders at the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel 104-21-022). Closing public access to this location would affect the county  financially, and would demonstrate government hostility towards small business.
Ms. Ballator provides parking on her property and asks only for continued public access to her land.  I urge you to do the right thing for her, and to keep ecotourist dollars flowing into your county. Do not close public access to this location. John Green, 3120 Mount Vernon Avenue, Riverside, CA 
Dear Mr. Dennis: I would like to contribute my opinion regarding the Application of Mary Jo Ballator for Ash Canyon B&B, and the Permit she has applied for.

I have always enjoyed visiting this property for birding. The owner is obliging and has done a great deal of native landscaping and preparation of feeding stations and areas for all sorts of birds. The visitors have respect of the area, wildlife and neighboring houses. The county road leads right up to her property, and parking is available.

My husband and I ran our own professional birding tour company for over 25 years to worldwide destinations (Ben Feltner's Peregrine Tours). We recognize the value of such opportunities, and gracious hosts.

I feel that Mary Jo deserves to have this Permit, which will allow her to support her business. She has established a sound reputation over many years. Her property and B&B are nationally renown, and a desired destination for birding and nature artists. The encouragement of well organized birding areas like this should be promoted, for it brings money to the county with all the tourism businesses.  Thank you for allowing me to express my opinion.Sincerely, Linda M. Feltner, Hereford, AZ

Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing to you today as a proud member of the birding community to voice my support for Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022).
 
I am a birding field trip leader for the Madison Audubon Society, The Nature Conservancy of Wisconsin, and employed at one of the largest retail sport optic companies in North America. Additionally, I’m a member of the Wisconsin Society for Ornithology and an internationally recognized nature photographer.
 
When planning my birding trip to Southeast Arizona back in 2003, I knew it would include a visit to Ash Canyon B&B because of its unique reputation for hosting an incredible diversity of hummingbird species that come to Ballator’s feeders. This is a nationally recognized “hot-spot” in the birding community and has attracted thousands of US birders and other nature enthusiasts from around the world. For years, I have recommended it as a “must-see” destination to my birding friends and customers; there is no other place like it in North America.
 
During my weeklong birding excursion in 2003, I stayed at the Copper Queen Hotel in Bisbee and visited many area businesses and restaurants. I also hired local birding guides to help me find specific bird species in the canyons of the Huachuca Mountains I wanted for my birding life list. It was well worth my money, as I added over 70 birds I had never seen before.
 
It is my sincere hope that Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast will be able to continue to offer this spectacular nature experience to birders, photographers, and other nature enthusiasts for years to come.
 
Sincerely, Mike M., Madison, WI 

Dear Mr. Keith Dennis, I am writing this letter in support of the feeding station at Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyou Bed & Breakfast.  Though I cannot make the meeting of the Board of Supervisors as I live in Anchorage Alaska, I wanted to say that I visit Cochise county on a regular basis as a birder, to watch birds, and on several occasions have come specifically to spend a few hours at Ash Canyoun B & B.  While in Cochise County I spend an average of $2000-$3000 dollars in the local economy.  I know many others do as well.  Please do not allow this excellent draw to your community be closed. Sincerely, John Fugett, Anchorage Alaska

I had just learned of this incredible place from a friend who was there recently.  My wife and I (we live in Roanoke, Virginia) have been discussing the best time for us to visit.  Now I learn (from a birding blog site) that there is some dispute that will jeopardize viewing of these fantastic birds.
Perhaps we will go to New Mexico. bill and katie james

To Mr Keith Dennis, I am writing in support of Ash Canyon B + B remaining open for business and maintaining the bird feeding areas. This is parcel number 104-21-022.
     Ash Canyon B + B has brought birders and tourism to Cochise county for many years.  Birding brings many thousands of dollars to Cochise county every year. This revenue can be expected to increase in future years as birding and eco-tourism becomes more popular. Ash Canyon B + B is a financial resource the county can count on to bring those tourism dollars in.  Keep this money coming into the county's businesses.  Every one of those visitors needs to eat, this creates restaurant revenue;  hundreds of birders stay overnight in Sierra Vista motels.  Hotel revenue would drop precipitously without birders visiting the area.
     MaryJo Ballator runs a wonderful operation at Ash Canyon B + B.  She has a unique area that is highly sought after by birders willing to leave much money at Cochise county businesses for the priviledge of visiting Ash Canyon B + B.
Please allow all visitors access to Ash Canyon B + B throughout the year.
Sincerely, Karen Hochgraf

Dear Mr. Davis,   I am not sure what the issue between the two parties however it would seem to me that after 9 years of operation with little if any issues that a solution should allow for the continuation of operation for the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.  Bird watchers provide an INCREDIBLE influx of cash to Arizona and in particular to the SE portion of Arizona.  Out of state birders like myself count on places like the one that Ms. Ballator provide for accommodations and friendly bird watching.
  I would ask that you please come up with a solution that hopefully will please both parties as well as providing for small business and tourist attractions like Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.

It is my plan to attend the meeting on April 12th if all goes well with our travels. Sincerely, Paul Roisen, Sioux City, IA

Dear Sir or Madam, we are two German birders going to visit South Eastern Arizona in late April/May. Our main target is birding but nevertheless we are visiting typical "tourist attractions" (e.g. State Parks, National Parks), too. For tourists visiting South Eastern Arizona in search for birds, Ash Canyon B&B is a real attraction. Recently I came to know that Ash Canyon B&B should be closed to public. If access to Ash Canyon B&B and its feeding station are closed it would be a great pity not only for Arizona based birders but for tourists visiting the region, too. Yous sincerely, Kilian Wasmer

Dear Mr. Keith Dennis and Cochise County Board of Supervisors: I am writing concerning the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022).  I strongly urge you to continue to allow public access to this outstanding birdwatching location.  
 
Cochise County is an extremely popular destination for birders.  My wife and I have visited the county almost every year over the last six years, typically staying in hotels in Sierra Vista for three to five nights and enjoying local restaurants and businesses.  Our single motivation for our visits is birding, and Ash Canyon B&B is a location we have enjoyed visiting on several locations.  We hope that you will continue to allow access to the site.
 
Thousands of birders visit Cochise County each year for the purpose of seeing rare and beautiful birds found nowhere else in the US besides southeast Arizona.  Ash Canyon B&B is a unique and irreplaceable stop for each of those birders, as it is the only place in the US where the beautiful Lucifer Hummingbird can be reliably seen.  If public access to Ash Canyon B&B is cut off, many visiting birders may bypass Cochise County, instead staying closer to Tucson, and spending their money there.
 
Birders clearly make a substantial contribution to the economy and tax base of Cochise County.  It is therefore in the county's interest to preserve access to this fine site.  This is particularly the case since birders are merely traversing a road to arrive at this private property where they are welcome.  Certainly their impacts on others must be minimal.  I hope that you will choose to continue to allow access. 
 
Thank you, Brian Gatlin, Grand Canyon, AZ 

Dear Mr. Dennis, We are avid birders who live a couple of miles from the Ash Canyon B&B.
 
In our opinion, the bird feeding station operated by Mary Jo Ballator on this property is a real asset to the local community.
 
It helps to attract visitors to this area from all around the world and certainly benefits the local economy.  It is the most reliable place in the entire United States where members of the general public can go to see the beautiful Lucifer Hummingbird.
 
Although some of the residents along Turkey Track Rd may object to the additional cars driving by their homes, we have never seen more than a handful of cars at the Ash Canyon B&B at any one time.  This is true even during the busiest time of year.  We think the impact of the traffic is very minimal and is more than offset by the many benefits of the bird feeding station.  Birders are very respectful of the environment, and drive in a way to avoid causing excess dust, noise and disruption of the area.
 
I (Joe) am on the board of directors for the non-profit Southwest Wings Birding Festival which is held during the first part of August each year.  I organize the field trips for the festival and the field trips to the Ash Canyon B&B are an important part of our itinerary.
 Sincerely, Joe Woodley, Hereford, AZ

Dear Mr. Dennis:     This letter is to implore you to keep access to the Ash Canyon B&B bird feeding station open to the public. It is a great draw for birders and naturalists across the country. Indeed it is the only place myself and many others have ever seen the Lucifer's Hummingbird, an experience I still remember fondly. It also provides a base and visitor accommodations to the adjacent National Forest and helps support the rest of the Portal area businesses. 
    It is in the public interest to encourage eco-tourism and support the businesses associated with it. It is also questionable to deny a proscriptive right of way use for a long-standing access and uninterrupted use.
    We encourage you to support the continued access and the businesses in the area.

Sincerely, Clifford and Lise Bixler, Santa Cruz, CA 95060

Dear Board of Supervisors, I am very sorry to learn that there has been consideration of closing access to the Ash Canyon B&B bird feeding station (parcel number 104-21-022) and I hope moves along these lines will be reconsidered.  
 
My wife and I visited seven or eight years ago and I plan to return this fall (I have already made arrangements to stay in Sierra Vista as part of the Western Field Ornithologist's meeting).  Ash Canyon B&B is a nationally known and appreciated resource for bird watchers in southeastern Arizona and a valuable draw for visitors.  We found Mary Jo to be friendly and accommodating during our visit, certainly an asset to your community, and we surely hope arrangements can be made to allow her operation to continue. Sincerely, Chris Conard, Sacramento, CA

Subject: RE: Potential Closure of Ash Canyon B&B Feeding Station

It would be a shame to lose Ash Canyon B&B to the birding community. In August 2006 while traveling with a couple buddies though SE AZ, this was one of 5 stops we made to rack up a whopping 14 species of hummingbirds in one day!   We had nine species of hummingbirds at Ash Canyon B&B, including our only Lucifer (2), Calliope (2), and Costa's (1) for the trip, as well as a spectacular hybrid Magnificent X Berylline Hummingbird and a couple Crissal Thrashers to boot.  An unforgettable experience at an amazing bird location, and Ash Canyon B&B is a MUST for birders visiting Cochise County and environs. Unfortunately I cannot show in person to the 12 April meeting in Bisbee, so I hope this letter gets passed on showing my support for the preservation of the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.

Hoping for the best, Derek Hill, Richardson, TX

To:  Mr. Keith Dennis, I am writing to you on behalf of Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, and Mary Jo Ballator, located at parcel number 104-21-022. 
 
Even though a resident of the state of New Jersey, my Arizona vacation time has always included enjoyable time birding on her property and the open nature of her property to vistors and vacationers.  I would find it very off putting if local political actions were to impact Ms. Ballator and deny the greater good her actions provide to like minded visitors.
 
She is a wonderful woman and doesn't deserve the way she is being treated. There has been birding there for many years without any problems. People who move there are aware, or should be aware, that this priceless resource is in their neighborhood, and that people come and bird there. It is critically important that the birds have a place to go, because many habitats are being destroyed and her property has been a true haven for birds and other wildlife.  In the broader area, Ms. Ballator's property is a true "Important Birding Area", a designation that national Audubon bestows upon public properties.
 
Please do not escalate things. Ms. Balltor has as much right to the free use of her property as anyone else who may choose to do so.
 
In an era of limited economic drivers, birding and conservation eco-tourism have proven to be a tremendous benefit to many communities.  These eco-tourism dollars are hard to come by and should not be easily dismissed.  Ms. Ballator's property and the manner in which she operates it and provides access to it, is a great eco-tourism site for your communitity.  If access is denied or restricted, these eco-tourism dollars will go elsewhere.  Think very carefully of limiting such an economic engine that is Ms. Ballator and her wonderful Bed and Breakfast operation.
 
If the birding community is to lose this wonderful site, so too will your community lose the very real and very tangible eco-tourism dollars the region benefits from currently.
 
Thank you. Steven Glynn, Millville, NJ

As I birdwatcher, I want to express my support for Ash Canyon B&B.  It would be such a shame for the eco-tourism and a huge loss of revenue for Southeastern Arizona if such a jewel as this were shut down due to easement issues.  My father-in-law love to visit this special location and have observed several species of birds that we have never seen anywhere else.  It is my sincere hope that birders will continue to be able to visit and that a solution can be worked out with neighbors. Robert Mortensen, Bountiful, Utah

Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator's application for a special use permit for the Ash Canyon B&B on parcel 104-21-022. I have only visited southeast Arizona once, but considered the Ash Canyon B&B a must-visit location. I greatly enjoyed the time that I spent there viewing the wonderful birds. Being able to revisit the location will be a factor in determining if I will return to the area in the future. Sincerely, Grant McCreary

Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon B&B on parcel 104-21-022.  I recently traveled from my home in northern Utah to Cochise County with several friends to observe the unique species of birds in that area.  Our visit to Ash Canyon B&B was one of the highlights of the trip.  Please continue to support the Ash Canyon B&B.  I look forward to visiting it (and other local businesses) on my next visit to the area. Sincerely, Ryan P. O'Donnell, Logan, UT 

Dear Mr. Dennis,                                                                                                                          18 March 2011

          I am the property-owner residing at 5354 E. Ash Canyon Rd., and have been living here continuously since 1980.  We are located only a short distance to the south of Mary Jo Ballator’s residence….Ever since she rendered her property open to BIRDERS, we have been taking some of our various visiting friends and family over to her place, from time-to-time, to see the incredible array of interesting bird species that she has been able to attract to her doorstep --- specifically through a consistent and long established routine of feeding, along with the constant maintenance of a reliable water-source at the same location.  There is no doubt that the local bird populations are being supported and enhanced by this undertaking….AND, that eco-tourism to the area in general is thereby encouraged as well!
          Quite often, our visiting naturalist- or birder-friends have elected to stay on in the area for an extra day or two, explicitly in order to visit this now-famous and easily accessible birding location (either late in the day OR early the next morning, which two time-slots are the only or primary daily “windows” of peak bird activity and visibility).  Should Ms. Ballator’s operation be closed down, ostensibly due to a refusal of the (required?) permit, it certainly would diminish  the overall attractiveness, of the Hereford/Sierra Vista region, for visiting birders --- many of whom are return-visitors specifically to this locality (or they are coming, often from great distances, due to the word-of-mouth recommendations of others)….
There is quite a long history of commitment involved here (dating back to 1994).  It would be a great shame to lose this well-known educational attraction, due to (??????)…. We’ve been casually following this local drama from the sidelines, but (up to now) have chosen to remain uninvolved.  We have yet to detect evidence of anyone on a roaring motorbike (with radio blaring) being attracted to Ms. Ballator’s B.&B.!  Quite the opposite:  It is about as “low-key” an operation as one could ever hope to encounter.  I think the BIGGER PICTURE NEEDS TO BE CAREFULLY CONSIDERED, in this particular case….Yours sincerely,  A.N. McFarland

P.S. --- My background:  I have major (lifetime/professional) interests in botany, entomology (research), and various other biological fields; these are the (primary) reasons that I am living here instead of elsewhere!  And it is also the (local) flora and fauna that attract most of the people who come here to visit with us --- and, as a result, end up spending some of their time and money in the nearby motels, shops, and restaurants.  Over the past 32 years, these visitors have averaged well into the dozens per year….Further reference:  A famous Australian book, On Beachcombing by E.J. Banfield (+ 1910), illustrates a certain common syndrome in (many) Cochise County neighborhoods of today!....Referring to human nature, some anecdotes in this book document that nothing much has changed (or even evolved) over the last few centuries.  (Go figure!!)….

Dear Mr Dennis: I live in Elgin, Scotland and in 2007 myself and three birding friends (another from Scotland and two from England) had the privilage to visit Ash Canyon B&B during a two-week birding trip to Arizona, where we spent two days around the Grand Canyon and the remainder in the south-east.  This was our first visit to the State and its' amazing birdlife, scenery and welcoming nature of everyone we met.  So-much-so that I am in the process of trying to organise a family trip to re-visit south-east Arizona.  Our itinerary for the day we visited Ash Canyon B&B in 2007 was:
Day 6: The first of two days to the Sierra Vista area. From Green Valley, using Sahuarita Rd to the SH-83 junction, south on SH-83 to the junction with SH-82 at Sonoita, across to Sierra Vista and south on SH-92 to Ash Canyon. First stop was at Mary Jo Ballator’s birder friendly hummingbird garden at Ash Canyon B&B. From here to another hummingbird friendly area at Miller Canyon (Beatty’s Ranch): birded the trail behind the orchard and also the hummingbird feeders.
Our reason for visiting Ash Canyon B&B was the hummingbird feeders: of the 11 species that we saw in total, 8 were seen at Ash Canyon B&B. Lucifer Hummingbird was ONLY seen at Ash Canyon B&B and Calliope Hummingbird was only seen in Cochise Co (at Ash Canyon B&B and the Beatty's Ranch).  We saw other species here that were not seen anywhere else on our trip.
On Day 9 of our trip we returned to Cochise County to visit the Portal area - another amazing area.
Cochise Co. (in particular Ash Canyon B&B, Portal, etc) are famous throughout the birding world, not just locally in Arizona, nor nationally within the USA, but internationally: the vast majority of European birders who visit south-east Arizona will visit Cochise Co for several species that are unlikely, or impossible, to be seen anywhere else in the USA.  On our visit we used local stores and restaurants for food and evening meals so that our tourist Dollars were going into the local communities where we visited.
It will be a very sad day for birding, and in particular the international birding community, if this dispute involving Ash Canyon B&B is not resolved amicably. Best wishes, Bob Proctor, Elgin, Scotland
I am writing to you on behalf of Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, and Mary Jo Ballator. I have been birding on her property several times. She is a wonderful woman and doesn't deserve the way she is being treated. There has been birding there for many years without any problems. People who move there are aware, or should be aware, that this priceless resource is in their neighborhood, and that people come and bird there. It is critically important that the birds have a place to go, because many habitats are being destroyed. I photographed my one and only male Lucifer hummingbird there, and also took a photo that will probably be a prizewinner, of a Mexican Jay in an old agave flower stalk. When I come 
there, I come quietly; I don't disturb anybody. I park where I am supposed to park. The property is Ms. Ballator's livelihood, and it has been that way for a very long time. She also provides lodging. There are 
probably no more than four houses back there on that road, and if the people who live there don't like what she is doing, they have as much of an option to sell and move elsewhere as anything, but she lacks the resources, and she wouldn't find a place that is such a treasure without somehow involving a new neighborhood.
Government has become far too oppressive. At the time she established her B&B, it wasn't against zoning, or she would never have been able to do it. And she is grandfathered if some ordinance was passed since then. If you don't have an ordinance older than her activity there, it would be illegal for you to force her to do anything. Sure, you can throw your weight around, but you really should pick on people your own size. ;) 
She is defenseless, and this makes me feel a sense of outrage. Ash Canyon is world renown for its birding. People come from all over  the world. At any given time, at least in my experience, there are no 
more than 8 or 9 people, and maybe four cars (that's the most I have  ever seen there.) The road is paved, so there isn't a dust problem. Birding is a very QUIET activity, because people don't want to disturb  the birds. Ash Canyon B&B is recognized as a birding "hot spot" by  eBird, which is managed by the Audobon Society and Cornell Lab of Ornithology. http://ebird.org/ . It is also sponsored by or affiliated with the National Science Foundation, Asociación Nacional para la  Conservación de la Naturaleza, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, various affiliates of the Audobon Society, BirdLife International, Bird Studies Canada, Bird Conservation Network, Canopy Tower, Costa Rican 
Ornithologist’s Union, Conabio, FERMATA, Gulf Coast Bird Observatory, Hawk Mountain Sanctuary, International Migratory Bird Day, Klamath Bird Observatory, Louisiana Bird Resource Center, Manomet Center for Conservation Science, Ornithological Association of Costa Rica, Point Reyes Bird Observatory Conservation Science, Organization for Tropical Studies, Redwood Sciences Laboratory, Society for the Conservation and Study of Caribbean Birds, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Sociedad 
Ornitologia de Hispaniola, Vermont Center for Ecostudies, Wisconsin Society for Ornithology, University of the Virgin Islands, Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative, World Birding Center, Wolf Creek 
Charitable Foundation, and Maine Dept. Inland Fisheries and Wildlife. I could easily see these groups banding together to support Ms. Ballator. Please do not escalate things. She has as much right to the free use of her property as anyone else.
When I come to bird at Ash Canyon, I help the economy. I stay overnight and buy meals and gas. The money I give her for her bird food also circulates in the local economy. It would be penny wise and pound foolish to shut her down. I urge you to leave her alone and protect her right to continue to do what she has been so ably doing for so long. 
I am prepared to donate to a legal defense fund on her behalf. This type of interference with peaceful use of property needs to be reversed, so this case could go to the Supreme Court, and if you don't leave her alone, I hope it will.
Underlying Ms. Ballator's title to the property is a land patent. Land  patents are a law of Congress, signed by the President. Land patents grant allodial title to the land. This title passes from the original 
patentee to his heirs and assigns forever. If no one asserted the right to prohibit birding on the property (or any other activity) before the land patent issued, according to precedent regarding land use, the 
Supreme Court would say they are forever barred. See Leo Sheep Co. v. U.S., 440 U.S. 668 (1979) http://supreme.justia.com/us/440/668/ and Summa Corp. v. California, 466 U.S. 198 (1984) 
http://supreme.justia.com/us/466/198/ .If you want to regulate her property in violation of the land patent and federal law, you must first buy it from her. That's what eminent domain is for. Otherwise, it is illegal for you to bother her, absent any kind of egregious public nuisance, and I guarantee you, there is none. You must pay fair market value. You can't simply engage in regulatory taking because you feel like it. - Pat Goltz, Tucson area
Re: Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022
I am overwhelmingly in support of the continued operation of Ash Canyon B&B and its feeding station open to the public. It is a valuable resource not only for Cochise County but also for nature lovers across the country and around the world. Southeast Arizona is well known for its diversity of wildlife and attracts visitors from afar. For nature lovers, Ash Canyon B&B is a must visit location. The birds that can be seen there can also be seen out in the wild but it would take days or even weeks to see the variety that can be observed in a few hours at Ash Canyon B&B. Bird festivals, such as Southwest Wings, and bird tours rely on places like Ash Canyon B&B for safe, reliable, and convenient locations for eco-tourists. Many visitors would not come to this area if the only option was to search for birds in the remote canyons of the national forest. The adverse publicity of smuggling activities in these areas keep many visitors from coming. Ash Canyon B&B provides a secure location for viewing the unique birds in this area. Elderhostel Tours regularly visit Ash Canyon B&B because many of their clients are physically unable to hike the national forest trails in search of wildlife. Ash Canyon B&B should also be commended for making its overnight unit and the bird viewing areas wheelchair accessible.
Sincerely, Charles W. Melton, Hereford resident, Cochise County taxpayer and voter.
Hello Mr. Keith Dennis: The Board of Supervisors needs to consider the needs of the many instead of the desires of the few.  Leaving Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast to be able to provide care for the birds and, perhaps more importantly, to be able to provide a draw for wealth-spreading birding tourists is the big picture response to the issues being presented by a few disgruntled neighbors.
 I have traveled numerous times from Southern California to enjoy the birds at Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast.  Separately I have organized birding tours of birders from Southern California and brought them to Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast.  We all spend money on gas; we all spend money on lodging; we all spend money on food.  Maintaining Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast as a birding draw is the responsible thing for the Board of Supervisors to do for the greater good of your constituency.
 Roy Poucher, Bird Odysseys, Santa Ana, CA 
Dear Mr. Dennis, This letter concerns the property owned by Mary Jo Ballator at Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022. I have visited this property on several occasions, and always enjoyed my time there. I learned much about the local fauna, particularly the birds. I think the property is a tremendous resource that many of us visiting southeast Arizona have come to appreciate. I hope that you will consider maintaining access by the public. Sincerely, Bill, Loma Linda, CA 92350 USA

Just to add to Mary Jo?s rallying call, this is not only an opportunity to safeguard Ash Canyon B&B, but also a way of letting Cochise County know just how popular birding is in the region and how important it is economically. I get the impression this is not generally understood in Cochise County. 
I will be attending and speaking at the hearing on April 12, as will Dr. Paul Green, Executive Director of Tucson Audubon Society. We have two more spaces in the car, traveling from Tucson. Please let me know if you?d like to come along. I?ll also be happy to arrange carpooling for more people from the 
Tucson direction.  THIS IS REALLY IMPORTANT! PLEASE try to make it to the hearing on April 12 to register your support for Mary Jo, Ash Canyon B&B and birding in general. If you can?t make it, PLEASE write as soon as possible (details in Mary Jo?s post, below). We need to make our very substantial presence felt RIGHT NOW! If we don?t get a positive result, not only will we lose Ash Canyon B&B, which will be a disaster for Mary Jo, and for the local, national and international birding community, but it could also be the thin end of the wedge with more closures of birding sites to come. We simply CAN NOT let this happen! Please get involved. 
Many thanks, Richard Fray
Due to a neighborhood dispute regarding public access over a private road easement, there is a very real possibility that I may have to close my property to birders after nine years of continuous operation with no complaints or opposition. 
I have already asked for support from a few of you, and I am very grateful for having received that support. The opposition has continued to escalate, however, and I am now asking for help from the extended birding community, both with e-mailing letters of support and attendance at the upcoming hearing on April 12 at 10:00 a.m. in Bisbee. I have been advised to get as many people as 
possible to show up at the hearing and to speak on behalf of keeping this bird feeding station open. If you wish to see this place continue, *now* is the critical time to act. 
I am hopeful that an overwhelming show of support from the birding community will go a long way toward convincing the Board of Supervisors that my feeding station is a community resource that serves many people even beyond the birding community and helps to generate a sustainable economic base for Cochise County, as well as serving the birds of these Sky Islands and beyond. 
Please reply to me off list if you require additional information, or if you can help. 
Letters (via e-mail) should contain a reference to Ash Canyon B&B and my parcel number 104-21-022, and should be written by Friday April 1, as they need time to be compiled and submitted to the decision makers well in advance of the meeting. Please send me a copy, because some previous letters of support evidently got lost in the ether. 
Send e-mail to Mr. Keith Dennis, kdennis AT cochise.az.gov with a CC to me, 2mjb AT mindspring.com 
Attend the Board of Supervisors meeting and sign up to speak at the meeting. Get there a few minutes early so you can fill out a form to speak, briefly, at the meeting. 
Board of Supervisors Meeting time/location: Tuesday, April 12, 10:00 a.m. 1415 Melody Lane Board of Supervisor Room, Building G Bisbee, AZ  85603
Thank you for your continued support and consideration.
Sincerely, Mary Jo
Dear Mr. Dennis,
The news that Ash Canyon B&B may be closed comes at a time when I am just completing plans for a 10 day birding trip to SE Arizona for my wife and I, and our son, his wife, and our 5 year old grandson. We are staying 5 nights in Sierra Vista in May, and one of our first planned stops was to be the Ash Canyon B&B. My wife and I spent many wonderful evenings there in August 2010 and May 2009. We are anxious to share the same experience for the first time with our son and grandson. Mary Jo's feeders are one of the attractions that have drawn us to SE Arizona more that six times since we retired.
Please give careful consideration to the impact that closing this wonderful birding attraction to out-of-state visitors will have on your local community. Pete and Nila Grube, Valparaiso, Indiana
Dear Mr. Dennis, While we are not residents of Southeast Arizona, we regularly visit Cochise County.  My partner and I have spent many memorable hours at Ash Canyon B&B, marveling at the sheer numbers of hummingbirds Mary Jo attracts, as well as other Southeastern Arizona bird specialties.  What we do know is this:  Maryland and the DC area contain thousands of birders.  Of that number, many of us visit Cochise County.  You can bet that we stop by, or stay at, Mary Jo's.  We bring valuable "birding" dollars into Cochise County year after year.  That alone should be reason enough to allow free and reasonable access to Ash Canyon B&B.  What really concerns me, however, is the loss to the public of a valuable natural history institution, and an introduction to the wonderful world of birds and nature to the children of Arizona.  While I can understand that citizens get very worked up about property rights, there is and should be a proper balance for the good of the public, as well as the natural world.  Please consider these facts while you and your fellow supervisors consider continued, free and reasonable access to Ash Canyon B&B, parcel #104-21-022. Sincerely,Frank Boyle, Kathleen Lathrop, Rohrersville, MD 
Hello - My name is Anne Geraghty.  My friend and I just returned to Wisconsin from a weeks vacation in SE Arizona.  We rented a car, stayed at three B&Bs, three campgrounds, and one hotel, ate at various restaurants, shopped at grocery stores and gift shops, but primarily we were there for one reason and one reason only: BIRDS.  Some of our best birding opportunities were at feeding stations such as the one at Ash Canyon B&B.  All over the country, birders are aware of this exact location and eagerly follow posts on the internet to see if a target species they're after is showing up there.  Whether you're staying there, shooting photos of birds, or simply visiting for an hour or so to watch the birds, it's an incredible tourist draw for your area.  As we traveled last week, we repeatedly ran into birders we'd seen at other locations.  We met people from all over the country and from other continents as well.  You may have no idea how many birders are quietly creeping around the back roads of SE AZ and what an impact it has on the local economy.
There are warmer, less dusty places where I could have spent my spring break, and I knew before I went that this wasn't a year to go for the desert bloom, but I was irresistibly drawn to SE AZ for the fantastic access to birds - some of which are found no where else in the US.  The rhythms of their migrations are far more reliable than the rains that bring the flowers.  Please ensure that public access remains open for visitors to enjoy this wonderful resource you have! Thanks for your consideration - Anne Geraghty, Eau Claire, WI 54701
Mr. Keith Dennis: I am very concerned about the possible closing off public access to Mary Jo Ballator's  Ash Canyon B&B bird feeding site (parcel #104-21-022).  It is an important site that attracts visitors from all over the country and even worldwide.  Thus it is of great economic value to Cochise County and the rest of southeast Arizona. My husband and I have visited Ash Canyon B&B several times over the
past few years and thoroughly enjoyed each visit.  There were always many others there observing the birds at these times.  Because I have severely arthritic knees I find it difficult to get around in rough
terrain.  Also it is very nice to be able to see so many kinds of birds in one spot.  I know that others share my feelings.  I hope that you will consider all of this in rendering your decision. Thank you. Jean Rios Tucson, AZ
Mr. Dennis,
I am writing this letter to address an issue that came to my attention while browsing the Arizona Birds list serve.  It concerns the possible closure of the bird feeding station at the Ash Canyon B&B parcel 104-21-022.  While I am not a Cochise County resident, I did visit your community a couple of weeks ago to see the birds that inhabit SE Arizona.  SE Arizona is one of the premier birding locations in the United States.  One of the main attractions are the hummingbirds of the Huachuca Mountains.  The best places to find these are at the feeding stations kept in Ash and Miller Canyons.  These feeding stations along with a few others in SE AZ are the only places in the US that one can see 10 or more species of hummingbird in a single day and as such are sought out by birders from around the world.
My wife and I work in education so we don't have the greatest of means but we still spent several hundred dollars when we were in Cochise County over our spring break.  We ate at your restaurants, bought fuel, shopped in your grocery and big box stores, paid for lodging, and bought art and gifts in Sierra Vista and Bisbee.  But most of all we enjoyed the bird life in your area.  We spent time at Ash Canyon B&B, we really enjoyed the set up there.  It is a great place to see birds and very accessible to elderly and disabled birders.  These stations bring concentrations of birds and offer birders very real opportunities to see life birds, which is one of the things that drives us to do what we do.  And like I have said before this place is world renowned and is listed in bird finding guides and on many internet websites.  This place is not listed because the proprietors have requested, it is because birders know of it and spread the word to others.  Even if it is closed, people will be trying to find this place for many years to come based on the fact that is it listed in these guides.
While these feeding stations are quite clearly valuable for ecotourism dollars they are also very important for birds in your area that take refuge and gain sustenance at these locations.  These stations are the lifeblood of many wintering birds as they are religiously maintained and are dependable when other food sources are scarce or completely unavailable.  This location has also been known to harbor at least one very rare hummingbird for an entire summer that surely drew hundreds of observers.
My wife and I already have reservations to come back the last week of July for monsoon season to see hummingbirds.  We certainly hope that we will be able to enjoy the birds at the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast feeding station when we are there. John Bollin, Leavenworth, Kansas
Dear Mr. Dennis,
This is in regard to the dispute at the Ash Canyon B&B owned by Mary Jo Ballator, parcel number 104-21-022.  I am writing in support of Mary Jo to be able to keep her property open to birders and nature enthusiasts.  I am a birder myself and have visited her place several times and believe it's a great asset to the community.  The B&B is the most reliable place in Arizona open to the public to see the rare Lucifer Hummingbird and as such is a strong magnet for birders everywhere and good for the local ecotourism economy. Sincerely, Ken Murphy, Flagstaff, AZ
	
Dear Mr. Dennis,  I am writing to you in regard to the publicly accessible bird feeding station maintained by Mary Jo Ballator at the location in my subject line. I have been visiting this location since 2002 (before it even opened to the public) and consider it to be one of the best places to watch birds in southeastern Arizona.
 Specifically, it is the ONLY place in Arizona where a bird watcher has a good chance to see the Lucifer Hummingbird, a species that is rare anywhere in the United States. I have seen a number of other rare birds there over the years while also enjoying the more common species that are attracted to the feeding station.
 It is a gem of a location for bird watchers and loss of access to this location would be widely felt.
Since I keep track of Arizona bird sighting records for the journal "North American Birds" and for the Arizona Field Ornithologists, I pay close attention to bird reports from Mary Jo's (as well as the rest of Arizona).
 As the reviewer of bird sightings from all of Cochise County for eBird.org I get an additional feel for how important this location is to birders. It is an important location. I can also tell where the birders who visit there come from. They come from around the country and around the world to see the birds in this one yard. In my opinion, based on that information, Ash Canyon B&B is an essential stop for both Arizona and non-Arizona bird watchers who look for birds in southeast Arizona.
Besides fulfilling their desire to see certain birds, I expect that the visiting bird watchers also spend their money in Cochise County, bringing economic benefits to the county's other businesses as well. I know that I spend money at area businesses when I visit.
 I have read about the issues that have come up with the neighbors and have sympathy for their concerns. My hope is that a plan can be developed that will meet the needs of the neighborhood so that birders can continue to enjoy this great community resource at Ash Canyon B&B.
Thank you for your 
Mr.  Dennis,
 This is in support of Mary Jo Ballator, Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, 5255 E. Spring Road, Hereford, AZ, Parcel 104-21-022.   This is a place that we have visited for many years every time we are in the Sierra Vista area.  We usually stay overnight in a motel, eat at restaurants and stop at Gas City.  The Ash Canyon B & B is outstanding for the quality of feeding and the diligence with which the bird feeders and water supply are maintained.  The area is always so clean and such a comfortable place to watch colorful birds, several of which are rare in AZ.  There are other places in the area with bird feeders, but this one usually has the greatest variety of birds.  Every time we have been there, the other bird watchers are quiet and orderly; we do not want to scare the birds!  I would think that you would want to support this small businessperson as an important part of the economy in your area. Sinceely yours, Dean and Joan Luehrs, Sun City, AZ 85373
Mr. Dennis,
This email is in support of the Ash Canyon B&B.  If you do not already know, tourism brings in several million dollars per year to Cochise County.  Most of that tourism is generated by birdwatchers.  Just about all the birders who visit the area go to Mary Jo Ballator's place and Tom Beatty's place to 
see local birds, especially the hummingbirds.  If the birding community cannot visit one of the most popular birding spots, then they may decide to skip the entire area. Since Mary Jo has been open to birders for several years, it seems kind of funny that someone now wants to stop her.
As a county citizen and voter, I would like to see the Ash Canyon B&B remain open to birders.
Dutch Nagle, Hereford, AZ  85615
To whom it concerns, I have never been to se arizona, but I am (very excitedly) planning a trip in early may.  as a birder I’m keenly aware of this widely known birding ‘mecca.’  when I began my research for this trip several months ago, one of the resources I found was ash canyon b&b.  this website contained valuable information about, not only their accommodations, but links to bird lists, local guides, birding sites, local attractions and a wonderful photo album of birds that I’ve been using to study before I get there.  recently I’ve read that the proprietors are in danger of having to close the property to birders because of a neighborly dispute that I assume concerns the amount of traffic getting to and from this establishment.  I don’t really know the details; I just hope that this is resolved before too long so that access to this property is still possible to those of us coming to your area.  I don’t know the owner of this b&b but it appears to me she is a valuable cheerleader for the sierra vista/bisbee area.  it would be a shame to lose this positive resource to the community without first making every attempt to appease all sides. With anticipation,Linda from Ohio
Supervisor Dennis,  My wife and I are writing in support of keeping the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast open. We have stayed at this accommodation, at the Ramsey Canyon Bed and Breakfast, at Beatty's, and at other sites in Cochise County, all because of the birding opportunities in your area. We know that birders are important to the economy of the Sierra Vista - Bisbee area, and the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is one of the premier sites, due to the efforts Mary Jo Ballator has made to make it a special birding destination. We also attend birding festivals in the area.
When not staying in Ash Canyon, we will visit when in the area, and have always found birders to be a quiet, courteous group. Mary Jo provides adequate parking on her own property, birding is done on her property only, and it is simple to understand why birder's are a quiet group - we don't want to scare the wildlife away.
Again, it seems a simple task to accommodate the neighbors honest concerns, and keep this site as a welcoming one. 
We will have one less reason to visit your area and spend our money over a stay of several days if the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast no longer exists.  Sincerely, Doug and Diane Iverson, Prescott, Arizona 
Mr Dennis: The loss of access to the Ash Canyon B&B birding site would be an economic loss to Cochise County.  My wife and I visit Cochise County, in part to birdwatch at Ash Canyon B&B, a minimum of six times every year.  We spend money on lodging, restaurants and petroleum within the county.  When we visit Ash Canyon B&B for birdwatching, there are always birders visiting Ash Canyon B&B from other states in the United States, and occasionally, we meet foreign visitors - who are there specifically to bird at Ash Canyon B&B.  Ash Canyon B&B is known nationally as a dependable location to view many species of birds, especially LUCIFER HUMMINGBIRD.  We feel that Cochise County would continue to benefit economically with increased support for access to this important birding location in Arizona.
Thank you for your support of the Birding Community.  Regards,
Dear Mr. Keith Dennis,
We are writing in reference to the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel 104-21-022), which we have visited multiple times----it is a nationally known birding site.  We strongly urge that this valuable, unique location continue to be made available to the public.  If birding isn't already the most popular hobby in this country, it certainly is a close second only to golf.  The economic impact of birding on SE Arizona is well known and cannot be overstated.  We consider ourselves typical, avid birders.  When we take a birding trip to SE AZ, Ramsey Canyon, Beatty's, and the Ash Canyon B&B are always at the top of our list of places to visit.  We generally will stay at motels or B&B's in the area for 3-4 days, eat every meal at local restaurants, purchase gas, visit stores in places like old town Bisbee, and buy sundries like birding hats, shirts, etc.  We also have attended the Southwest Wings Birding festival in Sierra Vista, taken part in the professionally guided field trips, etc.  This has to be one of the biggest tourist events during the year in Sierra Vista, and I guarantee you that those in attendance at SW Wings are all aware of the great birding opportunities at the Ash Canyon B&B.
 Ask any hotel or B&B operator about their experience with the birding community.  You will find statements like this: "the rooms are neater and the exterior grounds are cleaner after birders leave than when they arrived!"  Birders will compulsively clean up trash in a parking lot, pay all their bills promptly with absolutely no trouble, and go to bed early without creating any noise or nuisance.  When we have visited the Ash Canyon B&B, we have never seen anything but respectful birders ---parking in the allotted spaces, quietly paying the entrance fee and whispering as they sit and watch in awe as rare hummingbirds and other specialty birds of SE AZ put on a remarkable display.  
 Mary Jo Ballator has provided a wonderful service to the community ---comparable, on a small scale, to that performed by the Ramsey Canyon Nature Preserve.  We strongly urge that the importance of this wonderful birding site be factored into any decisions about its future.  This jewel needs to be supported and honored, not harassed.  Sincerely,  Steve & Sue Burk, Prescott, AZ 86301
Mr. Keith Dennis,
I am writing in regards to the property of Ms. Mary Jo Ballator, host of Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, parcel 104-21-022. My wife and I are occasional birders. We will likely be visiting Cochise County in the coming year with the intention of watching birds, including those at the Ash Canyon B&B feeders. Such a trip will generate from $600 to $800 for the local community, which includes lodging, dining, gasoline, and other amenities. The employment of a guide for two days is also a benefit to the community.
We enjoy the free service that Ms. Ballator offers, the service of keeping and maintaining feeders for the general public. We feel that maintaining access to the feeding station is important and
Ms. Ballator should be given extra consideration in this matter. Best Regards, Jeff Meyer, Gilbert, AZ 
Dear Sir: I am writing as a frequent Canadian visitor to Arizona, over many years.  Perhaps my wife and I have visited your beautiful state more than fifteen times…if my memory serves me correct.
Being an ardent bird photographer, I have visited the property of Mary Jo Ballator on several occasions. Her property is a real jewel from the point of view of an important location as  bird habitat.
We regularly stay in Cochise county over the years , usually averaging five days per visit . Mary Jo's location is a prime stopover for us…and is very well known by birders , even back in Canada.
The importance both for the birds and the advancement of ornithological study can't be underestimated. Locations like hers contribute to an ever -growing database of knowledge about birds and their biology.
In addition , I would think that the economic spinoff for your county would be considerable, given the large number of visitors to Mary Jo's property as well as other nearby locations where concentrations of birds and feeding stations are involved .
According to a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service study, birdwatchers contributed with 36 billion USD to the US economy 2006, and one fifth (20%) of all Americans are identified as birdwatchers.
As frequent visitors, we truly hope that the authorities in Cochise county will see fit to allow Mary Jo Ballator to continue in her important endeavours at her bed and breakfast location. Yours very truly, Charles ( Chuck ) Kling, Montreal, Canada
Dear Sir:  I often visit the Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022, to watch birds. This is a beautiful spot which the owner has generously opened to visiting birdwatchers.  My mother, who is no longer capable of walking very far but loves to watch birds, is very fond of visiting Ash Canyon B&B as it is one place she can still visit and see many of her favorite birds. Please consider the pleasure visiting the Ash Canyon B&B brings to so many of us when making your decision on this dispute.  Thank you, Kelaine Nick
Dear Mr. Keith Dennis, I am writing this to forward the plight of the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, at Parcel number 104-21-022.
 My wife and I have been, and hope to continue to be, visitors to your area. We are interested in birds and enjoy watching them and have done so in the past at the feeders at this location, at the park at Ramsey Canyon, at Fort Huachuca and around the St. David area.  We have always obeyed the request of this Bed & Breakfast owner, to be considerate of all private property in their area. 
While in this endeavor, we have had the opportunity to enjoy food at your area's restaurants and gassed up at local stations in Hereford and Bisbee. We have also overnighted in Sierra Vista during these trips. 
I hope you will consider the economic impact our activity, and other nature lovers like us, have on your neighborhoods when you consider what is before you the night of April 12.  Sincerely, Ed & Peg Houston, Green Bay, WI  54301
 PS  I do not enjoy the commotion, traffic and noise brought to our town when the Packers play a home football game. However, I do realize the fact that ,without the Packers, no one would ever know where Green Bay was, much less want to visit here. 
Dear Mr. Dennis: I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator and her Ash Canyon B & B.  I won't be able to attend the Board of Supervisors meeting on April 12 but I would like to express my opinion.
I live in Tucson and do most of my local birding in Southern Arizona.  I have been to Ash Canyon B & B several times in the last two years.  Each of those times I was the driver of a vehicle occupied by 3 others.  I drove carefully and slowly along the dirt road to Mary Jo's, not raising dust or making noise for residents on that road.
I have been a birder for about 35 years and I am very much aware of the local impact that birding tourism brings to any area.  Because of that, and because I am grateful to live in a region where the local birding is so rich and varied, I make it a point to spend money in the places where I look at birds.  On the occasions when I have visited Sierra Vista, not just Ash Canyon, I fill my car with gasoline and I look for a local restaurant in which to eat lunch.  I generally purchase snacks and cold drinks for the drive home.
Mary Jo's yard is a treasure, world famous among people who read birding blogs and nature books; I suspect I am not the only person who has left there refreshed and with a renewed sense of the natural world and all it has to offer human beings if we just take a moment to stop and observe.
I hope that the Board of Supervisors will consider the importance of the Ash Canyon B & B to the economic fabric of Cochise County, and all of southern Arizona.  Thank you for your consideration.
To whom it may concern,        I am a birder from Wisconsin planning a trip to SE AZ. for the express purpose of birding. Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon B&B, parcel # 104-21-022, is one of the stops I plan to make when in the area. 
       I am in complete support of keeping Mary Jo Ballator's feeding stations open at her Ash Canyon B&B, parcel # 104-21-022. Her property is a vital resource for the promotion of birding in Arizona and gives the birds of the area a reliable place to feed and a safe haven. It draws many people to the area and is a vital source of cash flow from tourists who visit that part of the state. It is so well known it is a suggested spot for birding in "A Birder's Guide to Southeastern Arizona". That draws tourists and money to the area.    Closure of her feeding stations may well preclude me from stopping in the Ash Canyon area. Sincerely, John Dixon, Brighton Township, Kenosha Co., WI.
Dear Mr Dennis: This letter is in support of the Ash Canyon B&B
Last summer I drove to Sierra Vista for the express purpose of birding, with hummingbird viewing the primary objective.  I spent the night in a Sierra Vista hotel, ate three meals in Sierra Vista, and spent a lovely afternoon at the Ash Canyon B&B where I observed many hummingbirds.  I plan on returning with my wife, provided the opportunity to Visit the Ash Canyon facility is not closed. 
 I thank you for your considerations, Sincerely,  Thomas Lewis DVM, Gilbert Arizona
Dear Mr. Dennis, Please keep Ash Canyon B&B open to birders! I love to travel to see birds and Ash Canyon B&B is a very big reason to go to Arizona!  Thank you. Phillip J. Kenny, JD, CFP
Dear Mr. Dennis,  I would like you to know that we support continued public access to Ash Canyon B&B - parcel number 104-21-022. We are birders from California that have visited Cochise County in the past, and intend to bring our ecotourism dollars to your County in the future. Ash Canyon B&B is an extremely important birding site for not only the birds that use it, but as a draw for thousands of birders that visit SE Arizona to see birds found few places elsewhere in the United States. Restricting or eliminating public access to Ash Canyon B&B may cause the operation to be stopped, which would be a tragic event for birds, birders and all Cochise County residents alike. We urge you to do the right thing and work out a compromise to allow this continued access and operation. Please!
 Sincerely,  Robert and Caryn McNab, Laguna Niguel, CA
Dear Mr. Dennis, I'm writing to express my strongest support for Mary Jo Ballator's application for continued access to her B&B in Ash Canyon. As a successful small business owner of a worldwide birding company based in Sierra Vista, I am extremely concerned that access would be denied to this world-class birding location. Ms. Ballator has welcomed thousands of birds to her home for the past 10 years or so. I doubt the small donation she collects comes close to covering her expenses for maintaining her birding garden and feeding stations. I'm not sure what the concerns are about allowing her to keep this area open, but I sincerely hope that the planning commission will see the benefits of birding tourism and support her application. I would be happy to discuss this by phone or email further, if you'd like. I can be reached on my cell phone at …Cordially, Forrest Davis, President, High Lonesome BirdTours
Dear Mr. Dennis: I am writing today as a member of the American birding community, and as one who has enjoyed the hospitality of the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast. Ms. Ballator's business welcomes birders such as myself to visit and enjoy the fantastic, bird-friendly landscaping she maintains. Birders across the nation, and indeed worldwide, view the Ash Canyon B&B and indeed the rest of Cochise County as one of the best birdwatching destinations in the country - it's widely known as the best location to view Lucifer's Hummingbird in the USA, and it's the only place I've ever seen that species. 
Ms. Ballator acts as an ambassador for Cochise County, and her hospitality and openness help shape the perceptions and experiences for hundreds of people who may otherwise have no reason to visit the area. When I visited, my friend and I parked in the appropriate spot and did not make noise or behaved in any manner that could be considered inappropriate, and we greatly enjoyed our visit. Besides the hummingbird, we saw wild turkeys and a Northern Goshawk soared overhead. On our way to the B&B, we stopped for lunch and gas in Cochise County, generating a small financial impact that becomes huge when you consider that hundreds of people yearly do the same as part of their birding in the county.
Please let Ms. Ballator to continue to let birders access her property. The birding community is a generally well-behaved and polite lot, and receptive to requests for not disturbing the peace; but losing access to the B&B means a lot of birders may simply just not visit Cochise County at all, which would be a loss to everyone.
Regards,  Andrew Sewell , American Birding Association Member, Columbus, Ohio
Dear Mr. Keith Dennis,  I am an avid birder and biology graduate student at the University of Colorado, Colorado Springs.  I have been birding since the age of 9 and cannot imagine any other way to spend the majority of my time.        
 I am writing to you in support of Mary Jo Ballator and the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel # 104-21-022).  Southeast Arizona is a birder's dream come true with the unique bird species found there that are not found anywhere else in the U.S.  Birders do not go to southeast Arizona without visiting the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast.  This location is a hot spot for birds and we are all so grateful to Mary Jo for operating this small business and allowing birders to visit her property.  Without this location, the excitement and allure of southeast Arizona will be greatly diminished.  
 I truly hope that you will continue to allow this small business to operate.  Thank you for your time.  
 Respectfully, Kara Carragher, Colorado Springs, CO      
Dear Mr. Dennis- As an avid birder and a fellow owner of a small business centered on birding, I would like to offer my strong support for Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022). Without incident, this wonderful small business has cared for the land and the birds in their corner of southeast Arizona for nearly a decade, all the while welcoming birders and nature lovers to their oasis.
I now understand that Ms. Ballator's permit to continue her livelihood may be denied without any true cause. Birders are a quiet bunch out of necessity, but please hear our voice now as our economic impact is truly great. Birding is one of the fastest growing activities in North America (according to a US Government census) and our travel dollars have helped build communities, especially in southeast Arizona which has become a birding mecca.
Shutting down one small business with no due cause, eliminating one business owner's income in these tough times, will most certainly have economic repercussions throughout the area. I urge you to reconsider the denial of this business permit so that all businesses in the area will continue to prosper through the quiet dollars of the birding community. Sincerely, Kevin Loughlin, WildsideNatureTours.com
To Whom It May Concern,
  I am a bird enthusiast.  My wife and I visit southeast Arizona regularly to watch the multitude of different birds that visit there, and have visited Ash Canyon Bed&  Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022), owned by Mary Jo Ballator, several times in the past few years.
  I am disabled, so many of the normal bird watching "hot spots" (in AZ there are many) are very hard for me to access, but Mary Jo always makes sure that I have a place to sit and she goes out of her way to help me see and identify many of the thousands of birds that she attracts to her property.  I am sure that without the support and kindness of Mary Jo, I would not have been able to watch and enjoy the many bird species at her feeders!  Especially for beginning birders, Mary Jo provides commentary and information about the birds that frequent her property.  That is something I would miss, especially since I cannot go on hikes with guides... a sad truth.
  Mary Jo provides an incredible opportunity for novice birders and birders with physical challenges that is unequaled anywhere.  Ash Canyon is a major reason that my wife and I  continue to return to southeast Arizona, and I can't imagine a visit that wouldn't include a visit to Mary Jo's property.
 On a larger scale, it is clear that Ash Canyon Bed&  Breakfast attracts birders from around the country and around the world to visit southeast Arizona (Cochise County in particular), and it would be a great loss to the businesses of the area if Mary Jo were forced to discontinue inviting birders to her property!  I am certain that the thousands of bird enthusiasts that come to Cochise County each year spend a lot of money while they are visiting, so forcing Mary Jo to close her property will have a negative impact on the businesses around her, as well as the businesses in the surrounding communities where birders will also visit.
  Please do what you can to allow Mary Jo to continue to be of service to birders!  I would be very sad to hear that one of my most favorite birding experiences has been closed over a matter of an easement!  I am sure that something can be done to allow her to have her property open to the public.
 Sincerely,   Phillip Potter, Coalinga, California 93210
To Whom it May Concern:
 I have recently learned of a possible closure of the public of the feeding stations at the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast near Sierra Vista. Just the thought of that is very upsetting to me and I'm sure to others. I have visited here many times, and have had the pleasure of meeting Mary Jo Ballator, the owner, on several of my visits. She has always been very hospitable in allowing the public to come to her lovely yard to observe hummingbirds, flowers, butterflies, and soak up the location. Birders are very respectful of private property, and cannot imagine not being able to access this site again.
 I have visited southeast Arizona at least 15 times, and despite the horrible airfares, plan to come again this summer in July. I will likely spend at least one night in Sierra Vista, as well as other locations in Cochise County. Birders bring in a LOT of money to Arizona, and Cochise County is certainly blessed with some wonderful birding locations as well as spectacular scenery.
 It is not possible for me to attend the meeting in April due to the distance involved, but it is my hope you will consider my comments as well as others who have expressed their concern about this situation.
 Sincerely, Jane Barnette   , Harrisburg, PA 17111
Dear Mr. Dennis, 
  As an active and passionate member of the birding community I am writing to you in strong support of Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow birdwatchers access to her Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022).
  I have yet to visit Arizona but it is certainly on my short list due to all the wonderful experiences as told by many of my friends in the birding community.  Ash Canyon is certainly a prime destination when I arrive in Arizona as I believe it is of utmost importance to support area businesses who in turn support ambassadors such as Mary Jo Ballator.
  It is my sincerest hope that you rethink your position on this matter and allow Mary Jo to continue operation of her business so that I, as well as many other birder's will have the chance to experience  Ash Canyon grounds as well as other destinations around Cochise County.  Thank you. Sincerely, Tom Dunkerton
Cochise County Board of Supervisors:
I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator and her small business, Ash Canyon B&B.  I am currently on my way home from an extended birding trip and the hospitality offered by Mary Jo and others are critical for a great experience in Southeast Arizona.  Without opportunities like these, I might not have just spent the money for two night's lodging, several meals, and two tanks of fuel in Cochise County.  The trickle-down to the county's economy should not be underestimated.  
Birding is a fairly passive activity as when we are enjoying Mary Jo's feeders the scene is basically a few people sitting in chairs talking quietly.  The last time I visited, there were two cars belonging to "tourists" and two locals who had stopped by to visit Mary Jo.  I'm honestly not sure how one would even monitor "too much public traffic" unless one expects Mary Jo to live a life of seclusion.  Many of us consider her a birding friend although we continue to support her small business which has been operating for a number of years now. Please support the small business economy in Cochise County. Ann Johnson , Norwalk, IA
Dear Sir
 I understand that there is a dispute over access to Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022).
 I have visited Ash Canyon B&B many times over the last few years. We bring groups of birdwatchers from England to SE Arizona. We stay in the SE Arizona area for 12 nights and stay at Sierra Vista for three nights.
 I am very worried about losing access to this amazing place. It is one of the highlights of our visit. A few years ago non-US passport holders lost access to Fort Huachuca, meaning that we can no longer visit the canyons and mountains of this beautiful place. If we lose access to Ash Canyon B&B as well it will be more difficult to sell our SE Arizona trip to our clients and we may have to cancel the SE Arizona trip altogether.  Regards,  Paul Willoughby, Director (Managing)
Dear Mr. Dennis, I am a birder from California.  My sole reason for visiting Arizona is to see the Lucifer Hummingbird at Ash Canyon B&B.  Such a trip lasts typically about a week during which I spend $500+ on food plus $200+ on souvenirs and necessities in addition to the cost of the room at Ash Canyon B&B.  Multiply that by a few dozen birders each year and I think you will see that this is an asset to your community.  In addition, the ranch and feeding station serve as a welcome habitat and source of food for the many birds that reside and visit your area.  So not only would it be a financial loss for your community, it would also be a loss for the avian wildlife.  To allow this dispute to close down such a positive resource would be criminal. Regards, Dave Kiehl, San Jose, Ca.
I am a birder from Oregon who has visited Arizona a number of times, including Cochise County.  I understand that there is now a proceeding going on in Cochise County that could shut down public access to the hummingbird feeding stations at Ash Canyon B & B.  
 One attraction of Arizona is the possibility of seeing rare hummingbirds at numerous feeding stations, especially in the southeastern portion of the state.   Hummingbird feeding stations open to the public are a staple of Arizona birding.  Birding is a well-known source of tourism revenue in states such as Arizona that have unique birding opportunities.  Birders spend money of gasoline, food, lodging, services, and supplies wherever they go.  Many birders are professional people who have money to spend, even in today's economy.  They visit hummingbird feeding stations on private property as guests of the owners, and often leave as friends who will make return visits in the future.  Moreover, the presence of birders engaged in the pleasure of watching bird feeders discourages those with nefarious goals in mind from being in the neighborhood because they are too likely to be detected.
 Attempting to shut down public access to a bird feeding station is undesirable from a number of viewpoints.  Birders who are aware that local authorities have made decisions (such as denial of access) that hurt the birding community are likely to make deliberate decisions not to spend their money in those jurisdictions.  Birders will bypass these areas and take their business elsewhere, or visit them but deliberately restrict their spending there.  I have done this myself.    
 Enforcement would be another issue.  Who is going to decide whether a particular party is a friend of the property owner or a member of the general public?  How do you decide who is a friend?  Could anyone who is a friend on Facebook be considered a friend rather than a member of the public for the purpose of visiting a property?  Could someone who has corresponded with the property owner via e-mail be considered a friend even though they have never met in person?  I, myself, had made many friends via e-mail by corresponding with people who share my hobbies.  I have hosted some of these people and visited others.  They are my friends.  The cost of trying to decide whether a given person or group of people visiting a property are friends or just members of the general public could be substantial, especially if there are multiple visitors per day.  Money spent on deciding who is eligible to watch hummingbirds at a given location and who is not could most likely be put to better use.  Making and enforcing rules on who can visit Ash Canyon B & B would do more harm than good.
 It would be wise to keep Ash Canyon B & B open to all who desire to visit.  Even those who come as strangers will most likely leave as friends of the property owner and will leave with fond memories of the area.  They themselves may return to spend tourism money, and they will encourage their birding friends to visit, as well.  The tourism dollars that result from having a good reputation in the birding community will make the Cochise County economy stronger.    
 Please allow Ash Canyon B & B to continue to operate the way it does now.  Thank you for your consideration.  Barbara Combs, Eugene, Oregon
Dear Mr. Keith Dennis,
Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022) is one of the extraordinary locations in the Sierra Vista area that brings me back time and again. The unusual birds that show up at her feeders have more than once been the sole reason I traveled to Sierra Vista. Closing off access to Ash Canyon B&B would mean that these birds might go unfound, reducing birder visits to the area. 
Dear Mr. Dennis: Re:  Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast  (Parcel number: 104-21-022)
It was with great disappointment that I read about the difficulties that Mary Jo Ballator has experienced regarding public access issues over a private easement.  Ash Canyon B&B is a renowned business the world over, especially for birders.  It would be a shame for such a trivial matter to interfere with the operation of Ms. Ballator's business.
I am from Canada and I have visited her property on more than one occasion.  When my family and I visit, we stay locally and eat in local restaurants.  The boost to the local economy by birders is very significant.  Birders are also decent and desirable people.  There is no doubt that their presence in secluded areas and on private roads deters criminal activity.
I urge the Board of Supervisors to see the bigger picture in this matter and allowed continued access for Ms. Ballator's guests.
Sincerely, Gordon Payne, Birding is an important reason why many people visit Cochise country and have an opportunity to discover its other attractions, patronizing museums, restaurants, gas stations, gift shops - and other motels. 
As a merchant (in Pima County) I have noticed that birders return to favorite areas year after year, something that casual tourists almost never do. And they tend to stay for more than a single day.....and they network.
Most importantly: the Ash Canyon B&B is not asking for a subsidy or a tax break: just an opportunity to stay in business. Mark Bahti
Dear Mr. Dennis,  It is my understanding that on April 12 you will make an important decision regarding the future of Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, parcel # 104-21-022.  It is my sincerest hope that you recognize the gem that lies within your county and you make a decision to allow this attraction to remain open and remain a credit to the area!
 I understand that non-birders may not understand the passion and zeal that birders have for their hobby.  Birding however, goes far beyond a simple hobby- it is gaining an understanding and commitment to the natural treasures that surround us.  Birders are avid conservationists and volunteers.  They are also strong contributors to the economies of birding hotspots.  
 While I do not know the sum of dollars spent locally because of birders visiting the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, I do imagine it is much more than you think.  During our visit last June, our group of 12 made Ash Canyon bed and breakfast one of the focal points of our visit to Arizona from Kansas City, MO.  While there we met birders, in the yard of Ash Canyon, one group from California and another from an out of state location I do not remember.  
 The attraction of Ash Canyon B&B comes from the exceptional work done on the landscape and comfortable conditions for feeder watching.  These carefully maintained feeders attract birds that are seen almost no where else in the United States.  It is sitting at these feeders that I watched species after species of hummingbird- Magnificent, Anna's, Broad-billed, Broad-tailed, black-chinned and the seldom seen north of Mexico Lucifer hummingbird.  This species so sought after that it lights up birding forums all over the US when it makes an appearance.  In addition we were delighted by many other species of birds including the Arizona woodpecker.  Named after your state is has a very tiny range in America, but luckily that range includes Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.
 Ash Canyon bed and breakfast is and will remain one of my birding memory highlights.  Any future trips I take to Southern Arizona would have this location at the top of my list.  
 We often hear people discuss conservation efforts and what we would deny our children if we lost habitats and species.  This is immediate and tangible loss- I'm sure the number of birders that have had once in a lifetime sightings of species in the yard of the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast has to be incredible AND it spans not only the US, but the globe!  Its your decision that will determine if you allow this attraction to continue its work and bring lifetime memories to hundreds/thousands more or not- leaving a void of hummingbirds and woodpeckers in it's place.  
 Please keep Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast open!  Sincerely, Mary Nemecek Kansas City, MO
Mr. Dennis,
I am writing on behalf of Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, parcel number 104-21-022. If there were any way I could attend the Board of Supervisors meeting I would; unfortunately, I cannot take off from work on the scheduled date.
Ash Canyon is one of the premier Hummingbird spots in the United States. Ash Canyon is not only enjoyed by local birders, it attracts birders from all over the world. I have personally taken birders there from California, Texas, Washington, Great Britain, Germany and France. These birding tourists bring money into the local economy. They stay in local hotels, eat in local restaurants and spend a huge amount of money throughout the greater Sierra Vista area.
Although Ash Canyon is one of the best places to bird in Cochise County, I have never been there (over 100 visits the last 3 years) when more than 2 other cars were parked in the lot. Mary Jo Ballator is a gracious host and her B&B truly embodies the type of business Cochise County should be embracing, not turning away from. 
I urge the Board of Supervisors to allow this location to remain a birding area that all can enjoy. 
Thank you for your consideration.  Lisa Williams, Bisbee, Arizona 8560
Keith,  I am thankful that I was recently made aware of some of the issues regarding the possible closing of the Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022 due to some disagreements and have the opportunity to share my opinion.  
 My husband and I are both bird watching enthusiast and will be making our second trip to Arizona in April specifically to bird watch.  We will be in cochise area during our vacation for birdwatching.  I would not be coming to Cochise if I was not birdwatching as I am sure is the case with many others.  I would think that closing such a place that benefits birds would not benefit the community and the loss of income due to birding would surely negatively impact the area.
 I won't pretend to entirely understand what would cause the closure of a place that has been open 9 years and is being enthusiastically visited by many.  But I hope you take into consideration the fact that this special place brings individuals from all over the US and beyond.  Sincerely,  Jeanne and Earl Naue
Dear Mr. Keith Dennis, I am writing in support of keeping Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast open to the public for bird watching.    Southeast Arizona attracts birdwatchers from around the country to see its many unique birds.  Part of the allure and draw to communities such as yours is the many private residences that attract birds to their feeding stations and graciously offer public access to view the birds.  Places such as Ash Canyon B&B are magnets for birding/ecotourism.  .  It would truly be a travesty for stop 32 on the Arizona Birding Trail to be suffocated out of existence.  We birders who visit these sights bring commerce to your community. We spend money in your communities on gas, food and gifts.  I fail to understand why one would want to discourage tourism in your area which supports the local economy, especially ecotourism.  I am planning a trip this year to SE AZ for birdwatching and was hoping to visit the Ballator residence to view their specialty birds. However, should they be forced to close their birding station, I will certainly avoid any community which promotes anti-birdwatching polices.  Please do the right thing and allow this place to continue to share its beauty and birds with the birdwatching public. Sincerely, Cynthia Bridge, Fort Atkinson, WI 
Dear Mr. Dennis, This letter is in support of Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast and keeping the bird feeding station open.  Please, I urge you to visit Ash Canyon! It is one of the loveliest places on earth. Mary Jo  Ballator is dedicated to protecting wild birds, especially hummingbirds, and native habitat within her property. Mary Jo’s passion is to serve the birds of the Sky Islands and beyond. Mary Jo's bird feeding station is on the list of places to visit. It's wonderful!
 But you should also know that Mary Jo is an active and productive member of your community. Her bird feeding station is a valuable community resource that serves many people even beyond the birding community and helps to generate a sustainable economic base for Cochise County. For example, did you know that birders, and others interested in the natural world, come to Cochise County and stay a week or more? Yes! we do! and many of us return annually. And while we are in Cochise County, we spend a lot of money on food, lodging and gas. 
 I am sure that if Mary Jo’s bird feeding station closed - Cochise County would see a drop in revenue.  And I, personally, would be so disappointed and upset that I would NOT ever spend another dime in Cochise County.   
I urge you to please allow Ms. Ballator to keep her feeding station open. It's important for the birds. it's important for Cochise County. It's important for Mary Jo. She is a homeowner and businesswoman extraordinaire. I trust that you will do the right thing. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue. .  best regards, Susan Gilliland, PhD, MPH, RN, Pasadena, CA 91105
Mr. Dennis, I am writing to support Mary Jo Ballator of the Ash Canyon B&B in her effort to continue maintaining public access to her property, which is parcel number 104-21-022.  I live in Maryland, but the sky island region of southeast Arizona is one of my favorite places to visit.  My love of that area is due in large part to the incredible bird life and the incredible birding community in the area.  The handful of incredibly generous individuals in that region who spend unbelievable time and resources to maintain habitat and feeding stations for hummingbirds and other bird species and who welcome visitors to their property are a stupendously valuable resource.  They help to drive a significant local economy of avid bird watchers who flock to your region to observe and enjoy the many species that are fairly unique to the area.  We stay at local hotels, eat at local restaurants, and shop at local stores.  While we are often less visible than other constituencies that travel and spend in pursuit of their pastimes, we can be a potent demographic that contributes significant sums to the economy.
I sincerely hope that dispute over public access to the Ash Canyon B&B can be resolved in such a way that Mary Jo can continue to make her amazing yard available to the public.  I have thoroughly enjoyed my visits there and hope to return many times in the future.  Thank you for considering my input and thank you for looking for resolutions that will continue to allow this amazing resource to flourish.
Sincerely, Max Wilson
Dear Mr. Dennis,  I just returned from a wonderful birdwatching vacation in Cochise County. The best biding place I visited on my entire 8-day trip to Arizona was at Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast. Mary Jo Ballator's attention to the needs of both local and migrating birds attracts them in large numbers. Not only is the Ash Canyon feeding station providing an important service to the birds of Cochise County, many of which are stopping after long migrations and facing incredible hardships with regards to disappearing habitat, food, and water resources, it wonderful for a tourist to be able to sit and relax while watching birds, rather than having to seek them out in the either the windy wintry weather or the hot Arizona sun. This is particularly important because many birdwatchers fall into the retiree age range and may not be able to hike in some of the canyons to see the rare species on view at the Ash Canyon feeding station. 
The quality of the Ash Canyon feeding station is attracting people from all over the world to this important birding area. I met people from South Africa, British Columbia, Montana, and Virginia while watching birds there. Feeding stations like Ash Canyon help generate important tourist dollars. I myself spent four nights in hotels in Cochise County, ate in restaurants daily, and shopped at local stores on my visit. Many of the people I met were on longer trips than I could take at this time. The Department of Fish and Wildlife recently updated an interesting study on the economic impact of birding. It showed that there are roughly 46 million birders in the United States and that as a group they tend to have above average income. The study if available here: http://www.fs.fed.us/outdoors/naturewatch/start/economics/Economic-Analysis-for-Birding.pdf.
I might also add that on my vacation, I visited other well known feeding stations and they were not as well kept and did not attract nearly the number or variety of birds. I found them very disappointing and not worth the trip, especially after visiting Ash Canyon. I recently learned from the Southeastern Arizona birding community, that the feeding station may be forced to shut down, which is very disappointing as I was planning a second trip in August to see hummingbirds and will not make the trip if that happens. I was also planning to recommend Cochise County as a great birding vacation destination on the Washington State birding listserve. I really hope that the feeding station is allowed to remain open as it hugely improved my birding experience in Cochise County.  Thank you for considering my testimony.
Michele Leslie Potter
Dear Mr. Dennis, When I think of Arizona, many positive things come to mind. When I think of southeast Arizona, I become inspired. When I think of Ash Canyon I wonder how soon I can return.
Please allow Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022) to continue to operate. Robert Kyse, Albuquerque, NM
Mr. Dennis, I understand from my friends in the birding community that you are considering closing access to the bird feeding site at Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, parcel #104-21-022. Perhaps you are not aware of how important this site is, not only to birders, but to your community. I visit your section of Arizona, quite often, and I frequently bring friends and relatives. Every visit includes at least one stop at Ash Canyon, and every experience there is special. It is one of the most reliable sites to find the Lucifer Hummingbird and get photo opportunities, but I can also remember the joy of seeing seventeen wild turkeys parading through the property early one Thanksgiving morning. Sites like this are unique to Arizona. They make visitors feel welcome and safe while viewing spectacular wildlife and networking with other people who still appreciate nature. And, most importantly for you, these visitors spend money in your gas stations, restaurants, hotels, and markets. Birding is big business these days. Please consider every possible alternative before closing access to this site. Linda Stitt
Dear sir: We have been visiting Mary Jo's ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast  for the last nine years and can't begin to relate the wonderful experiences we have there every time we go.  Not only is it an important place for people to stop and see these beautiful and sometimes rare birds but it is an important place for the birds.  Without the small donation that Mary Jo asks for she will not be able to continue feeding these birds.  What a great loss this would be to humans and birds.  For non birders I don't think they know how important a site this is for humans as well as birds.  I would encourage all of the people who are opposed to this wonderful site to come and experience the wonderful and peaceful experience and the woman who is so willing to share her wealth of knowledge with all.  Please do not close this site.  It would be a tragedy to all. Sincerely, John and Joanne Biddick, Harbor Springs, MI 
Mr. Keith Dennis
My wife and I have enjoyed the opportunity to watch the marvelous display of many unique bird species at Mary Jo’s property over the years.  We are saddened to hear that the local neighbors want to take away this wonderful feeding station opportunity.  Bird watching is a great activity and enjoyed by thousands.  It is what attracts us to visit Sierra Vista from Phoenix.  Without bird watching, we wouldn’t come to Cochise County. Sincerely, Charles and Loretta Richards, Phoenix  AZ  85083
Dear Mr Dennis, I visited Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022) near Sierra Vista, when I was in Arizona, five years ago. I would certainly do so again, were I to return. It is an incredible place for birds and birders and the loss of access to it would be a cause of sadness across the world. It would, obviously, also mean a loss of income to the locality. I hope that this proposal of closure will never come to pass. Yours sincerely, John Furse, Norfolk, UK.
Good Morning Mr. Dennis, 
I am writing today as another proud member of the international birding community that has visited Southeastern Arizona in the past, and wish to add my voice to the chorus of support for Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022.)
This location has been visited and enjoyed by many many respectful birders who enjoy the nature of this corner of the state and who, as a group, certainly bring no small amount of revenue to an area when visiting locations such as this that host species that are rare to see anyplace else in the United States. Having been a birder for several years now, I have twice traveled to this part of the state, and plan to do so again within the next two years. Almost every birder that I have spoken to has either already traveled here and plans to do so again, or this is their top destination to travel to when they first begin to travel for birds or as their travel budgets allow.  From a fiscal point of view, denying access to locations like this can do little more than shut out an source of income for the county and community.  
I can certainly understand the concern if the visitors to the area were disrespectful, causing damage to property, trespassing, etc, but I do not believe that this has ever been the case.  I sincerely hope that Mary Jo and the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast will be permitted to continue to operate her business and allow day-use visitors to her property as she has done for many years now.
I have no doubt that you are hearing from a large community of enthusiastic folks that wish to see access to the grounds of the Ash Canyon B&B as someplace that they can always look forward to visiting - and not just a memory of a place that was.  Please do not turn a deaf ear to these voices.
Thank you for your time, as well as the sincere consideration that I believe you will give this matter.
Sincerely,Christopher N. Ciccone, Woburn, MA
Hello Mr. Dennis,
As a citizen of Arizona & an avid nature viewer I want to voice my regret that consideration is even being given to closing access to the Ash Canyon bird watching area.  This wonderful area of our beautiful state offers a unique opportunity for all citizens to see some of nature's best & most beautiful creatures. 
On the more practical side birdwatching brings in significant revenue to Cochise County, such as the Southwest Wings Festival held each year in Sierra Vista. In these days when Arizona is trying to "save money" by closing some of it's most valuable assets, particularly the state parks, it would seem ill advised to make a decision that could possibly have a negative affect on business/revenue in Cochise County.
Thank you for your consideration & service. Regards, Douglass Newton, Darlene Sison-Newton
Dear Mr. Dennis: I write in support of Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel # 104-21-022).  As a member of the birding community, I have visited her establishment many times to enjoy both her hospitality and the bird habitat/feeding stations that she maintains.  Losing access to this paradise would be a significant loss not just to me personally, but to the birding community at large. 
As you know, the presence of feeding stations that host range-restricted bird species, such as those at Ash Canyon B&B, are a major draw for birders and ecotourists to your area.  Ms. Ballator's feeding station is a community resource that serves many people even beyond the birding community and helps to generate a sustainable economic base for Cochise County, as well as serving the resident and migratory birds of Arizona.  
In this time of economic hardship throughout the country (and presumably your state and county), I hope that Cochise County would encourage the type of excellent small ecotourism business that Ms. Ballator owns and manages.  I did a rough calculation of our expenditures in southeast Arizona over the last few years and found that my husband and I have spent over $13,000 in gas, hotels, food, and car rentals in your area.  That may not sound like much when one works with budgets of millions of dollars (although it represents a lot to us!), but if one multiplies that number by the thousands of birders that pour into your area each year, I think you will agree that the economic impact is beneficial to the citizens of Arizona as well as Cochise County.
Please find in favor of Mary Jo Ballator and allow her to continue to run her business as she has in the past.  Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Marcia Balestri, Frederick, MD
Dear Mr. Dennis:
I am writing you today as a proud member of the American birding community and as a professional in the field to voice my strong support for Mary Jo Ballator and the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel number: 104-21-022). It has been brought to my attention that potential land usage arguments have come to the surface and I would like to respectfully support the admittance of birders and wildlife enthusiasts alike, on to Mary Jo Ballator's land. 
As a professional working for Nikon Inc. I was impressed upon my first visit to Ash Canyon and was there in an effort to see my very first Lucifer Hummingbird, a very rare breeding species in the United States. Furthermore, I had come to realize that this feeding station was more of a small wildlife preserve that provides homes for many important species of not only birds, but animals as well. I decided to invest further into the property by providing the B&B with a Nikon Fieldscope (as a donation) to assist with the viewing of this wildlife (supported by Nikon). 
Mary Jo Ballator has been a wonderful ambassador for Cochise county, the American birding community, and the state of Arizona. Her presence and open arms has led many birders from around the world into Cochise county when they otherwise would have not visited. Her willingness to share her time and passion has spread like wildfire throughout our community. Also, her home and efforts have become a common source of conversation across the nation because of this passion. I have been to Arizona six times since my first visit and have returned to Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast each and every time to view Mary Jo's wildlife.  Thank you very much for considering my comments. Ash canyon Bed & Breakfast cannot be replaced as it is as unique as they come.  Best regards, Mike Freiberg, Nikon Birding Market Specialist, 1653 Ames Ct., Lakewood, CO 80214
Dear Mr. Dennis,
 The Maryland Ornithological Society has learned that a permit to Ms. Mary Jo Ballator to continue operating the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast may be denied.  We understand that some of her neighbors wish to deny access to her property for birders.  As you know, Ms. Ballator’s property is a prime birding destination for North American birders, as it is the most reliable spot on the continent to see the gorgeous Lucifer Hummingbird.  Birders come from all over the world to the Ash Canyon B&B, and purchase lodging, food, gas, and souvenirs in Sierra Vista and Cochise County.   
Our members, including myself, have enjoyed this spot and Ms. Ballator’s hospitality.  In the nine years of operation we are unaware of any conflicts with other property owners.  Birding is a quiet pursuit, so noise certainly is not an issue.  Furthermore, the activity only takes place during daylight, so late-night shenanigans are not an issue.  
 In short, Parcel 104-21-022 is a great recreational and economic resource for Cochise County, which should not bother the neighbors in any way, and we urge you to allow Ms. Ballator to continue her operations.  Southeastern Arizona will be significantly diminished as a birding destination is she has to cease operation.
 Thank you for giving consideration to our views.  Sincerely, Kurt R. Schwarz, MOS Conservation Chair
Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing to you as an active birder to voice my strong support for Mary-Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022). 
I and many friends in my local bird club have visited Cochise County and southeast Arizona many times specifically with the intent of birding.  A visit to Ash Canyon has been a highlight on most of those visits.  I very much hope that you find favorably for Ms. Ballator and her continuing to conduct business as she has in the past.  Thank you for considering my comments. Sincerely yours, Charles R. Stirrat, Ellicott City, MD 21042
Dear Mr. Dennis: Reference: Ash Canyon B&B, parcel # 104-21-022
I am writing this to ask for your help in keeping the Ash Canyon B&B bird feeding area open.  My wife and I have had the pleasure of visiting Ms. Ballator's property, and we are hoping to do so again this summer.  It is the birding that brings us, and many others, to Cochise County, and losing access to a site as valuable as this would certainly be a factor on whether we visit the area.  The Ash Canyon B&B feeding station is located in a designated Important Bird Area, and it is one of the stops on the Southeastern Arizona Birding Trail Map - a map that, incidentally, won the 2007 Arizona Governor's Tourism Award for Best Practices/Cooperative Marketing.  Removal of access to points on such a prestigious, and widely distributed, tourist map would be a terrible idea.  Furthermore, bird populations in the region are stressed by a number of different factors, and the feeding station provides a much-needed resource for individuals of many species.  My understanding is that Ms. Ballator would not be able to keep the feeding area operational without the donations of visitors, and this would be a huge loss to the birds that have come to rely on it.
I would hope that a neighborhood dispute over road access will not result in the loss of such an important resource to birds, and such an important source of tourism dollars to the county.  Please do whatever you can to help the parties arrive a mutually acceptable solution that preserves this outstanding asset for birds and birders alike.
 John Thomlinson San Pedro, CA 


Dear Mr. Dennis: I have recently received several communications indicating that there is a very real threat to the survival of The Ash Canyon B&B (Parcel # 104-21-022) as an ongoing and successful business. As I understand it, there is an issue regarding public access into the bed and breakfast and the Cochise County Board of Supervisors is charged with deciding the final outcome of the disagreement.  As a resident of Wyoming I can not comment on the legalities at play or the justice sought by all parties. I do know that the board's desire and responsibility to find a fair and equitable solution to the problem must weigh heavily on the members of the board. Hopefully, this email will provide a small bit of information that may help the board come to the best decision. 
 In the past 6 years, my wife and I have birded the Huachuca Mnts. on several occasions. On our most recent visits we were in the area, specifically to see particular species present at Ms. Ballator's establishment. We did not actually stay at Ash Canyon B&B during these visits but did take advantage of Ms. Ballator's hospitality and her absolutely amazing bird feeding facilities. Although our trips to Cochise County were motivated by the birds at the b&b, we spent additional time looking for birds in the Huachucas in general. 
 We spent 7 days and 6 nights in the Sierra Viista/Huachuca Mnts. area during our last two visits. Experience indicates that my wife and I spend approximately $200/day when we leave Wyoming to bird. Therefore we probably brought about $1400 into the local economy as a result of our desire to visit Ash Canyon and other nearby birding spots. We have recommended  the area to at least 10 other Wyoming birders as a result, in part, of our experiences at Ms. Ballator's property. I assume they spent similar amounts of money in Cochise County. 
 Based on my limited sample, I guess that birder's visiting Cochise County bring in a significant amount of tourism dollars. While it is true that Ms. Ballator's property is not the only draw in the Huachucas it is certainly one of the most well known, in the USA and around the world. 
 Although it is impossible to calculate the number of birders who would forego a visit to Cochise County if, in fact, The Ash Canyon B&B was no longer accessible, I surmise that the number would not be insignificant.
 Hopefully, this email will be additive to your deliberations. As a birder, my hope is that the Board of Supervisors decides in favor of maintaining access to Ms. Ballator's property. Hopefully, the financial advantages to the county, re: promoting continued tourism, will lead the board to find in Ash Canyon B&B's favor.
 Thanks for your time.  Richard l. Steenberg, Green River, Wyoming, 82935
Mr. Dennis, I am writing to encourage the Cochise County Planning Department to renew Mary Jo Ballator’s license to operate the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022).
Many Maryland birders have enjoyed visits to Cochise County, Arizona, especially to shake off our often harsh winters with an early spring visit. The Ash Canyon B&B is a destination of choice for special Arizona birds that are otherwise rarely seen, such as the fantastic Lucifer Hummingbird. Marylanders frequently plan trips to visit the many sites on the Southeastern Arizona Birding Trail map, and this B&B is site #32.  Please keep it open and available for birders.  We spend money in your area when we visit, and that can’t be a bad thing! 
Sincerely, Maureen F. Harvey, Vice President, Maryland Ornithological Society

Southeastern Arizona is one of the prime bird destinations for North American as well as folk visiting from around the world. Prime locations for birds here include the Nature Conservancy's Ramsey Canyon Preserve, the internationally-recognized San Pedro River National Conservation Area, Miller Canyon trails, Carr Canyon Trails, Fort Huachuca... & very high on the list, the Ash Canyon B&B. To lose any of these sites would be a shame. Mary Jo Ballator has been in business for many years. I'm not sure what's changed to create a problem where none existed.
Michael Tarachow, Hereford, AZ
Dear Mr. Dennis,
We are writing to you today as birders who have spent time and money in Cochise County birding.  We would like to voice our strong support for keeping Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast open to the public, especially birders.  We are sure that you are aware that Cochise County is one of the prime birding spots in the United States and Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is one of several key spots in the area.   We are puzzled about why after almost 10 years of operation, this location has suddenly become such a problem.
Our interest in coming to Cochise Co. was spurred by the possibility of seeing a Lucifer Hummingbird. since there  are no other areas that we know of in Arizona where this bird is as likely to be seen.  It is also a very good site for seeing other birds but the Lucifer is at the top of the list.  We observed that Mary Jo Ballator was very gracious and 
welcoming to us and all others who were on her property.  She is a great ambassador for your county.
Losing the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast would certainly have a negative influence on Cochise County and its attractiveness to birders.   From our perspective, given Arizona's current economic situation, local governments should be looking for ways to support and increase small businesses, not close them down.
We sincerely hope that this situation can be mediated in a way that satisfies all the parties involved and does not result in closing the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast to the public.  Thank you for your consideration.
Rick and Sandy Holbrook, Fargo, ND
Dr Mr Dennis
I echo and endorse the letter below. This issue is of larger importance as it reflects on the values of the community  and will have economic effects that will amplify  the adverse economic impacts of recent State laws that make state seem to be unwelcoming of visitors. 
Begin forwarded message:
	Dear Mr. Dennis,	This letter is in support of Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast and keeping the bird feeding station open.  Please, I urge you to visit Ash Canyon! It is one of the loveliest places on earth. Mary Jo  Ballator is dedicated to protecting wild birds, especially hummingbirds, and native habitat within her property. Mary Jo’s passion is to serve the birds of the Sky Islands and beyond. Mary Jo's bird feeding station is on the list of places to visit. It's wonderful!	 
	But you should also know that Mary Jo is an active and productive member of your community. Her bird feeding station is a valuable community resource that serves many people even beyond the birding community and helps to generate a sustainable economic base for Cochise County. For example, did you know that birders, and others interested in the natural world, come to Cochise County and stay a week or more? Yes! we do! and many of us return annually. And while we are in Cochise County, we spend a lot of money on food, lodging and gas. 
I am sure that if Mary Jo’s bird feeding station closed - Cochise County would see a drop in revenue.  And I, personally, would be so disappointed and upset that I would NOT ever spend another dime in Cochise County.   
I urge you to please allow Ms. Ballator to keep her feeding station open. It's important for the birds. it's important for Cochise County. It's important for Mary Jo. She is a homeowner and businesswoman extraordinaire. I trust that you will do the right thing. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important issue. best regards, Susan Gilliland, PhD, MPH, RN, Pasadena, CA 91105
This email is in support of allowing Ms. Mary Jo Ballator to continue to allow access to birders to her Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast Property (parcel number 104-21-022) in the Huachuca Mountains.  She has graciously hosted visitors to her lovely landscaped grounds even if they were not guests at her B&B, and has only asked for a $5 donation to help her defray the great cost of the sugar she has to purchase to stock her hummingbird feeders.
You are probably aware by now that Southeastern Arizona is one of the principle birding destinations, not only for American birders, but those coming from Europe, Australia, and other places as well.  I can well remember my first trip to the Huachucas in 1974, when I visited nearby Ramsey Canyon, as well as the Santa Ritas and the Chiricahuas.  My wife and I had no way of knowing at the time that we would subsequently conduct hummingbird research in Ramsey Canyon and Madera Canyon from 1986-92, and would eventually band over 5,500 hummingbirds under the tutelage of the late Dr. William Calder of the University of Arizona.  Our love of the area led us to purchase 14 acres of land in Portal, and we have been faithful Cochise County taxpayers since 1994.  
We plan to build our retirement home on that property and enjoy the view into Cave Creek.
For the past several years, Mary Jo's property has been fortunate to feature the most reliable United States population of Lucifer Hummingbirds.  This is a great attraction to birders who want to see this hummer within the US borders.  In fact, as far as birders are concerned, the real benefit of the Gadsden Purchase in 1854 was not a 
southern railroad route, but was the addition of the northern terminus of the Mexican Sierra Madre Occidental.  This extension of essentially Mexican habitat into US territory added some 35 birds to our national 
total, and by doing so, has pumped millions of dollars into the local economy from the pockets of thousands of crazy birders who come to see them, and from some of us who choose to stay and become taxpayers.
In short, it would be a great loss to the birding community if we were to lose the ability to sit for a half an hour in the shade of Mary Jo's patio and enjoy the activity at her feeders.  Please allow her to continue this graceful service. If you have any further questions, please contact me directly. David R Ferry, MD FACC, Loma Linda, CA
I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator's application for a special use permit for the Ash Canyon B&B on parcel 104-21-022. I have been there many times as a private individual after learning about this remarkable B&B from friends in NJ. In fact, most of my birding friends make a habit of visiting whenever they come to AZ.
The very presence of feeding stations like Ash Canyon B&B is a major draw for birders and ecotourists from all over the world who visit Southeast Arizona. The Ash Canyon B&B is a requisite stop on any birding route in SE Arizona, and its presence is certainly a consideration when I make decisions on whether to visit the Hereford area or other parts of southern Arizona or give recommendations to birders who ask for my advice.  Sincerely,  Lynn C. Jackson, Philadelphia, PA 19150 

Dear Mr. Dennis: Like many birders across North America (and indeed the world), my wife and I were disturbed to hear that Mary Jo Ballator of Ash Canyon B&B might lose her permit to continue to operate her place South of Sierra Vista, and we strongly urge Cochise County to allow her to continue.
This really isn't a matter of a "knee-jerk" reaction from birders.  It's a dollars and cents issue for the county and Southeast  Arizona,  My wife and I have visited Southern Arizona 15 times over  the years, and in fact have seen more species of birds in Cochise County -- 239 in all -- than in any county in the U.S. and Canada outside our home states of Maryland and Delaware.  We have never lived in Arizona, but visit as often as we can.  Our next trip starts 
on April 9, 2011, less than two weeks from now, and most of it will be spent in Cochise County.  We virtually always visit the Ash Canyon B&B when we are in the county.
The economic clout of literally thousands of birders visiting the  county each year is substantial.  I just spent over $600 for air  tickets, will spend another $500-plus on vehicle rental and the bills for meals and hotel stays over 10 days are yet to be incurred.  Ash Canyon is featured in all the Arizona guide books published specifically for birders and is one of a relative handful of private properties that are regarded as top locations attracting visiting birders to the region.  Its loss on the SE Arizona birding circuit would be most unfortunate both for birders and for Cochise County. I am sure you realize that birders are respectful of private property, and move quietly and unobtrusively. (Frankly, we see more birds that way!).  Our national and international organization, the American Birding Association, has for many years had a Code of Ethics that emphasizes these points. Many thanks for your attention. Best wishes for a successful planning effort in beautiful Cochise County. Michael Bowen, Member, American Birding Association
Hello Mr. Dennis, I am a bird watcher from San Francisco, CA and birded at Ash Canyon and other well known birding sites in the area last spring. The Ash Canyon property was quiet, clean, and peaceful. The property blends well into the landscape and there is no unsightly advertising.  It is a safe refuge for birds and an ideal bird watching site. Birders are very keen to observe as many species as possible, and this property attracts the Lucifer hummingbird. (I was very pleased to be able to see it there).
I hired a professional bird guide, (Melody Kehl) http://ebiz.netopia.com/outdoor  for five days. I stayed for 7 days in Tucson at a hotel. I also spent money for meals, gas, and bought birding gifts. With all the negative press about AZ, this bird watching site, and those nearby are the only reason most out of state birders (and their dollars) would come to AZ. It astounds me that a pro business state would deny a small business person the opportunity to try to make a living for herself. Please allow a permit so Ms. Mary Jo Ballator can continue to run her small business. 
Kindest Regards, Lee Rudin, San Francisco, CA
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I'm writing to express my sincere hope that Cochise County will allow Ms. Mary Jo Ballator to continue operation of her renowned Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel 104-21-022) in the years ahead. I am a high school student and I live in New York, but southeastern Arizona--and especially Ash Canyon--holds great value for me and for many in the birding community as a spectacular destination to observe incredible birds and appreciate the natural value that our country has to offer.
I visited Ms. Ballator two years ago with a group of enthusiastic teenagers like myself (a group made up of students from many states and even other countries) as we traversed Cochise County, enjoying the rich birdlife and natural areas of that part of the state. Of course, there had been time set aside to visit Ash Canyon for chances to view Lucifer Hummingbird, Arizona Woodpecker and other unique bird species  of the region. We spent a good amount of time in the company of Ms. Ballator, enjoying breathtaking views of numerous hummingbirds and an Arizona Woodpecker just feet away. The group then took a break to walk around the property, where we came face-to-face with an adult Gray Hawk, another sought-after denizen of extreme southeast Arizonan lowlands. This impressive bird watched us for several minutes, as we did the same, admiringly. It was the only one we saw on our trip, and I still vividly remember the encounter. 
I trust the Cochise County Planning Department will help Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast remain an internationally-known destination for birders, both because of the business and recognition it affords the county (and state), and because of its ability to inspire the next generation of birders, conservationists, and environmental stewards through intimate experiences with incredible wildlife. Sincerely, Benjamin Van Doren
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I have become aware that access to Ash Canyon B&B may be denied. I am a yearly visitor to AZ, and one of my stops is always Mary Jo Ballator's unique property, which seems to attract huge numbers of birds, and rarities which I have found no where else.  While I am visiting Mary Jo's, I spend a fair amount of money in the local area.  For example, a friend and
I booked two rooms at the Sierra Suites Hotel in Sierra Vista on 4 September 2010.  Add to that dinners at the Mesquite Tree, and a restaurant recommended by Mary Jo, (I can't remember the name but it wasn't too far from the entrance to Ash Canyon) plus gas, groceries, wine, etc., and it added up.  Multiply that by the many other visitors, including birding groups comprised of 15 or so people, throughout the season, and you can see the benefit to the local economy. I respectfully urge you to keep the access road to this fabulous property open to visitors.  I, for one, would see noreason to visit that particular area, if Mary Jo's property was off-limits. Thank you, Joan Renninger, Harrisburg,PA 17111
Dear Mr. Dennis, Southeast Arizona is the prime natural history destination in the United States, and Cochise County is the jewel in the crown.
I have been bringing clients and guests from around the world to Cochise County for years, and my groups have spent uncountable nights in local motels, eaten innumerable meals in local restaurants, and filled endless tanks at local gas stations. Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast has always been a must on our itineraries, a highlight for visitors whether they are interested in birds or more generally in the landscapes of Cochise County.
My clients have come away from their visits with a new understanding and a new respect for the natural and human history of southeast Arizona, and in turn they have made significant contributions to the business community of Cochise County. It would be a great loss for all parties should access to Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast be restricted as the result of the interference of officious neighbors.
I urge you to stand strong in Arizona's tradition of respect for private property rights and to affirm Mary Jo Ballator's right to continue to welcome visitors to her establishment. It only makes sense for Cochise County to take full advantage of its unique opportunities to simultaneously encourage ecotourism and support local small businesses. Sincerely, Rick Wright, Tucson and Vancouver, Senior Leader, WINGS
Dear Mr Dennis
 I am writing again, in support of Mary Jo Ballator.  I was present at the first hearing and spoke on Ms Ballator's behave. My wife and I will be present again at the appeals hearing.
 I have a real problem with this whole situation.  Everything that was presented to the P/Z board demonstrated just how valuable Ms Ballator's operation is to Cochise County.  What little she derives monetarily from her business, pales in comparison to the economic impact to the county. The very same people that visit her unique garden, drop hundreds, if not thousands of dollars, into the retail markets of the county. They must acquire lodging, rent vehicles, frequent restaurants, and make many other retail purchases.  
 I would be one of the first people to speak out in defense of property owner's rights of privacy and undo disturbances. But after almost two decades of being a good neighbor to those very people that are now opposed to her operation there seems to be a problem.  Nobody has taken issue with Ms Ballator until Mr Art Douglas began stirring up benign issues with neighbors.  
 Please use whatever legal influences you might have to ensure that the County Board of Supervisors have all the information they need to make a positive vote in fair of Ms Ballator. 
 Thank you, Tony and Julie Battiste
I travel to Southeast Arizona from my home in Alaska at least once a year in search of birds.  Southeast Arizona has many great places for birding, and a visit to Ash Canyon is always part of the itinerary.  Mary Jo Ballator has created a fantastic spot for birds and birders, and I hope that the birding public continues to have access to her well-tended gardens and feeders.  Thank you for keeping the interests of birders in mind. Sincerely, Brad Meiklejohn, Eagle River, Alaska 99577
Dear Mr Dennis,
As a birder from Minnesota, about to visit Southeast Arizona for the fourth time in 10 years, I was dismayed to hear that Cochise County was considering closing down the Ash Canyon B&B, a viable business in the community.  I hope that you will reconsider this idea and realize how important the income the county receives from birders like me is to the local economy.  I always believed the area welcomed birders and I hope that belief can continue.
Thank you for your consideration. Molly Thompson, Duluth, MN
I am writing you to voice my support for Mary Jo Balator and her request to continue to allow birder's access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast.
 I am a member of the American Birding Association and would associate myself with the comments made by our President, Jeffrey Gordon, in his letter to you, so I won't repeat his comments.  I would just add this.  As someone who is relatively new to serious birding, one of the highlights of my birding life has been the brief visit I have made to Southeastern Arizona.  I have not had the pleasure yet of visiting Ash Canyon, but hope to in the future.  I am very much cognizant of private property rights, and environmental concerns, and try to the best of my ability to keep these issues in mind when I go birding.
I am also well aware of the economic impact that birding has on your region.  Denying access to Mary Jo's property would be a tremendous shame.  I think we would all suffer from this outcome.
 I very much hope that you will appreciate the perspecive that I and other birders bring to this issue, and take it into account in making your decision.
 Thanks very much. Richard S. Latuchie, Rapid City, SD
 Dear Mr. Dennis: Although we do not live in your area, we have friends who have visited there.  We ask you to renew the license under which Mary Jo Ballator operates the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel no. 104-21-022), so her business can continue to serve visitors.
Southeastern Arizona is a popular place for visitors from Maryland because of the extraordinary bird life to be seen there year-round.  If neighbors of Ash Canyon B&B have complaints, we trust they can be resolved reasonably.  We have stayed in many B&Bs in residential neighborhoods and rural areas.  They are popular because they are quiet and secluded.  We have found our fellow guests to be always quiet and considerate toward neighbors. Sincerely, George & Frances Alderson, Catonsville, MD 21228
Dear Mr. Dennis, Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is a very popular birding destination and should remain open to the public as has been the case for years with no negative incidents! (parcel number: 104-21-022). 
It just makes good business sense to let her maintain operations as she has.  Thousands of birders visit this property every year and they bring in tourist dollars. I myself was planning a visit this year, and I hope I can still do so. There is an issue with the adjacent property owners wanting to keep visitors to Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast out. Birders are not miscreant vandals of property and this should be a non-issue. Properly posted no-trespassing signs are all that is necessary, and I'm sure Mary Jo, or other birders could post these signs for them if they are unwilling to do so. Please help this small business continue to operate, Sincerely, Ben Warner, Sunbury OH. 
Dear Mr. Dennis (CC to Mary Jo Ballator & Jeffrey Gordon),
I am writing today to express my support for the continued operation of the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast both for overnight guests and day visitors interested in birding on the property (parcel # 104-21-022.)  I have visited the property on several occasions, both on personal trips and as a tour leader.  Ash Canyon B&B is well-known for the amazing diversity of birds found along the transition between the desert and foothills of the area, a habitat that is otherwise difficult to access in the area.  In particular, this is one of the best locations in the country to view hummingbirds, particularly the tiny Lucifer Hummingbird.  Mary Jo has done an outstanding job of providing habitat & food for the birds represented there and for birders wishing to visit and enjoy the idyllic setting. When I've visited (as recently as last December), I noticed that once in the bird viewing area no other houses are visible, and birders stay very quiet, typically sitting on patio furniture, to observe the birds and other wildlife visiting her property (after all, being noisy would be counterproductive to viewing skittish birds.)
Birders are quiet, unobtrusive visitors who drop a lot of money into local businesses (such as hotels, restaurants, and gas stations) and the Sierra Vista area is one of the best-known destinations in the country for this non-consumptive hobby.  Mary Jo has worked hard to ensure parking on her property that doesn't impact the entrance road or other properties.  The Ash Canyon B&B is a major component of the area's attraction and I hope you will grant the necessary formal permissions to provide birders this great reason to visit Sierra Vista & its surroundings.
Thank you for your time & consideration. Sincerely, Bill Schmoker, Nikon Birding ProStaff, Guide & Instructor, Partnership for International Birding, American Birding Association Member, Birder & Bird Photographer
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I’m sending you this email in reference to Ash Canyon B&B and to parcel number 104-21-022.  I would like to join with Jeff Gordon and other birders who have the pleasure of birding in Southeastern Arizona.  My wife and I began our experience in that area in 2002 and have spent 2 to 3 weeks in the Sierra Vista area during several of the past 9 years.  We have deeply enjoyed the people and birding in that area.  We have fond memories of the distinctive birds in the area and have tried to spread the word to others in the birding community.  We hope that you will consider the visitors to that area as you move through your decision making process.
We all need to be aware of the impact that we have on each other.  My wife and I have reached the age where we think more of what our grandchildren will be able to experience.  Mary Jo has done a great service to the birding community to open her facilities to us in the past and we hope that they will be here for others to enjoy.
Thank you for your consideration of this request. Ray and Rosamond Hodson, Austin, TX   78745
Mr. Keith Dennis, 
I am writing in support of  Mary Jo Ballator in her dispute with neighboring landowners in Cochise County over public access via a private road to her Bed and Breakfast and bird feeding station (Reference Ash Canyon B&B and  parcel number 104-21-022). 
Ash Canyon B&B and the feeding station are one of the reasons I visit Arizona 2-3 times a year. With me I bring cash and credit cards, with which I make purchases which benefit Cochise Conty and Arizona. I spend money in your local area for gasoline, food, lodging and, occasionally, other items necessary for my birding hobby while in Arizona. 
I represent only a tiny portion of the extensive and generous birding community. In making any decision regarding Ms. Ballator and her property rights, you should consider whether satisfying her small number of detractors justifies the loss of income and goodwill for your county and state. Steve Vinson, Ph.D., El Paso, Texas
Mr. Dennis: I have been advised that an effort is being made to shut down the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast owned by Mary Jo Ballator. This would be a great tragedy, as Ms. Ballator's bed and breakfast is one of the prime birding destinations in America--not just Arizona or Cochise County--due to the large numbers of Hummingbirds of
various species that visit there. I would certainly think many non- birders also visit, making this quite a tourist attraction, as well. 
As a case in point, let me advise you of the economic impact these visitors have on the county. About 4 years ago, I spent 4 days in the county while birding. I probably spent almost $2,000 during that time period for lodging, meals, bird guiding fees, and other incidentals. I spent a delightful hour or two at Ash Canyon B&B viewing the Hummingbirds and other birds present. Multiply that $2,000 (or even a lesser amount such as $500) by
the hundreds and probably thousands of birders and other tourists visiting Cochise County and Ash Canyon B&B every year, and you will see that the County realizes substantial tax revenue from the monies spent there.
 Please add me to the list of people wishing the County will do whatever it takes to keep Ash Canyon B&B open for the enjoyment of both birders and other visitors to Cochise County. Thank you. Terry Bronson, Morgantown, WV 
 Greetings Mr. Dennis and the board of Cochise County, My name is Edward Clark and I am the owner and co-manager of the Alaska Rare Bird Listserv. The listserve is an e-mail notification program to let its 225+ members know of rare bird sightings throughout Alaska. My wife and I are avid birders and have personally made 4 birding trips to Southeast Arizona, many to Cochise County. Your area offers a wonderful respite from our long, dark, and harsh winters here in Interior Alaska.
I am e-mailing you to offer support to Ms. Mary Jo Ballator for continued public access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast located on Parcel Number 104-21-022. We have not personally patronized Ms. Ballator's business, but plan to at some point in the near future. It would be a detriment to not allow access of the public to such a successful business which Ms. Ballator has developed over the last 9 years. Small businesses are exactly what our country needs at this time in order to remain viable as a nation. We might not make a special "Hummingbird" trip to southeast Arizona if Ms. Ballator's business is closed due to this unreasonable action.
I personally have been involved in an issue of public access over a private road easement which became confrontational when an increased number of the public visited the area. The dispute was resolved to the satisfaction of all parties when the road right of way was purchased by the Borough (county) and sound blocking plants and barriers were erected. The borough was able to upgrade the road to state safety standards and the neighborhood was vastly improved aesthetically by the fencing and plantings. 	It is our hope that this dispute can be worked out between Ms. Ballator and the abutting land owner(s) in a similar fashion by reasonable minds coming up with a viable solution for all those involved, including those of us who are removed from the situation.
Respectfully Submitted, Ed Clark, Owner/ Co-manager, Alaska Rare Bird Listserv
Dear Mr. Dennis:
I have never been to the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast; I have never even been to Cochise County, but I was planning to visit this summer. My wife and I had a wonderful time birding in the Phoenix area earlier this year and are looking forward to returning to Arizona as soon as we can.
If Cochise County is anything like the Florida counties I am familiar with, it probably wants to do everything it can to promote ecotourism as a way to both help local businesses and preserve the quality of life which presumably attracted people to the county in the first place. I can assure you that in my experience (I am 61 and have been a birder all my life), birders are generally well-mannered individuals who do respect property rights and make good neighbors.
Please give favorable consideration to Ms. Ballator's request. Thank you.
Dear Mr./Ms. K Dennis, I am writing to urge your action in saving the business known as Ash Canyon B & B, land parcel number 104-21-022 .  There is apparently some dispute over land access that is threatening this business.  This business caters to the birding public.  If you did not already know this, birding in SE Arizona is very popular, ie a thriving tourist industry supporting tourists from all over the globe.  What public official would close a known and thriving tourist business?  I hope to visit there someday and would be heartbroken if such birding opportunities were destroyed by greed, pollution, or red tape.  Sincerely, Rhetta Jack, Springfield, IL 62702 
Dear  Mr. Dennis; I live in Oakland, CA. The feeders at Ash Canyon B&B (104-21-022) are one of the reasons I have visited the Sierra Vista area at least 15 times in the last 8 years. I hope that you will continue to allow access to this spot.  All the birders I have met have been very courteous and of course, quiet, since they do not want to disturb the birds. Yours respectfully, Charles Stanberry 
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue allowing birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022).
Not only have I had the great pleasure of birding throughout Cochise County in Arizona, but in my position as Director of Communications for the American Birding Association, I can assure you that our membership and industry friends, over 20,000 strong, consider this part of Arizona to be somewhat of a birding Mecca.
For years, we at the American Birding Association have been directing birders to Cochise County and the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast. In fact, there is a whole page (page 128) devoted to the B & B and its significance as a birding hotspot in our best-selling book, "A Birder's Guide to Southeastern Arizona."
The Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast is a great example of how a local business can draw outside funds into a community by tapping into a very large ecotourism industry.
Please register this letter as a strong vote in support of maintaining birder access to the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast. Sincerely, David Hartley, Director of Communications, American Birding Association
Dear Mr. Dennis,
 Arizona is certainly one of the greatest spots to bird in the USA. I have never birded the area behind Mary Jo Ballator's B and B but I have heard of it from fellow birders and intended to get there when I get a break from my movie and TV filming.  Birders are great people: we don't litter, we are quiet and respectful, we don't bring dogs, and all we ask is that we can sharethe sites where fantastic birds like the Lucifer's Hummingbird exist.
We don't stay too long either. Please allow Ms. Ballator to continue to give birders access to her fabulous birding spot. Thanks for your help,       Jane Alexander
Greetings  Mr. Keith Dennis - 
I am writing you today as a proud member of the birding and education community. I humbly voice my strong support for Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow birders and naturalists access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast and wildlife area. 
As you probably well know, Southeast Arizona, and in particular, Cochise County, is a haven for a brilliant variety of birds and wildlife, and an absolute mecca for birders and naturalists alike. I myself, led a six day tour to the region, sponsored by Cleveland Metroparks, in July of 2010. One of our key stops was Mary Jo's bed and breakfast grounds. Twelve participants (including myself) were able to spend a highly memorable two hours at Mary Jo's feeders and wildlife area, enjoying multiple species of hummingbirds and flowering gardens, including the exceedingly rare Lucifer Hummingbird. Mary Jo was the talk of the trip, regarding her memorable personality as a brilliant host. 
For years, now, Mary Jo has operated a fantastic small business - and most importantly, what I and others consider a wildlife area. Not only is Mary Jo an ambassador for responsible eco-tourism in Cochise County (and nationally), she herself recognizes conservation of habitat, wildlife, and particularly in her case, a special rare species of hummingbird, seen almost nowhere else in North America but Ash Canyon itself. 
While I do not know, distinctly, the private concerns of those who border her property, I recognize that there may be a legitimate concern with higher numbers of people visiting the neighborhood, and perhaps the neighboring resident hopes for safety and "quiet" as any person(s) would hope for. Yet, the evidence remains that Mary Jo's ecotourism business and grounds have always been operated beautifully and respectfully. My hope is, that her immediate neighbors will look to reach a respectful recognition of the importance of Mary Jo's bed and breakfast, grounds, and the visitation of birders/naturalists. Additionally, there may be certain areas where birders themselves may be able to donate to provide plantings (vegetation) to further encourage privacy between Mary Jo Ballator's establishment, and that of other residents. 
As an avid birder and recognized outdoor education specialist working with the public, and in conservation issues, on a daily basis, I would be honored to offer further support for and information to the process. I fully support Mary Jo's establishment, and I thank Cochise County for continuing to provide an important natural region and welcoming community. Sincerely, Jennifer Brumfield
Dear Mr. Dennis,
It was a great pleasure to visit your county last spring.  It certainly was a beautiful place.  My family and I especially enjoyed spending time at the Ash Canyon B & B watching the birds come and go at the feeders.  You are in a unique part of the country,and I hope you know what a wonderful diversity of birds and other animals call Cochise County home.  I believe that if you might want to look to eco-tourism as a way to stimulate your local economies.  I've observed that many birders are well educated, and have plenty of discretionary income to spend on their hobby.  Our visit to Ash Canyon, while only for the afternoon, helped your economy in a small way.  We had lunch at the local McDonalds, filled up our gas tank there, got some cold drinks, and then had a nice dinner at the Outback before returning to Green Valley.  
I'm sure you will give this matter your careful consideration and please give Ms. Ballator a chance to address the concerns of her neighbors.  I'm sure there must be a solution that will be serve the best interests of the citizens of Cochise County. Respectfully, Patty Bruno, San Jose, CA
Dear Mr. Dennis: Just this week I heard about the possibility of Mary Jo Ballator of Ash Canyon B&B losing her permit to continue to operate her place South of Sierra Vista.  We were very disheartened by this news.    My family and I have visited Ash Canyon many times and have another trip planned this May.  Each time we have gone, we have had a wonderful experience, not just birding, but also enjoying this unique area of our country.    We strongly urge Cochise County to allow her to continue to operate.
We have loved traveling and birding in Arizona.  It is one of the true “meccas” of birding in the United States.  Every birder in the country dreams of spending a week in this truly wonderful place.  
I don’t know the numbers, but there must be a significant  economic impact from literally thousands of birders visiting the county each year.  I have already committed to spend in excess of $5,000 for my trip in May.  I am sure that thousands of birders visiting this area spend a substantial amount of money each year.    The loss of this area to North American birders, and likely Cochise County  would be most unfortunate.
Your consideration of leaving this area open would be most appreciated.  Many thanks for taking the time to read this note.  We look forward to sharing this wonderful area with the citizens of the county for many years to come.
Robert Parsons, Washington DC, Member, American Birding Association and Maryland Ornithological Society
Dear Mr. Dennis,
 
While checking the Arizona Birding List Serv, it came to my attention that your office is considering closing the Ash Canyon B & B... please don't. My family visits Phoenix each spring and one of the highlights, when we take a side-trip south, is Mary Jo Ballator's hospitality and feeding stations. We have seen two life birds in her yard: Elegant  Trogon and Lucifer Hummingbird. Birding is the only reason we visit your area and a visit to Ash Canyon B&B is a must. We typically spend two nights in various B & B's or hotels and typically spend over $1,000 on lodging, food and gas. It would seem that the Ash Canyon B&B (and other birding attractions) are an important economic draws for your county. I don't know the details behind the possible closure, but I would hope that everything could be done to help save this birding and economic gem.
 
Sincerely, James Spier, South Bend, Indiana

Dear Mr. Dennis:
One of the highlights of a recent visit to Sierra Vista, AZ was to spend several hours in the yard of the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast. It was a wonderful and rewarding experience to be able to view the enormous variety of wildlife in such a beautiful and natural setting. The people whom I observed enjoying this experience were courteous, quiet, and careful not to disturb.
I have just been notified that there is a Board of Supervisors Meeting scheduled for April 12 the outcome of which might be that this property could be closed to birders. Although I will not be able to attend that meeting I would like to express my dismay at this possible outcome.
May I voice my support for the continued operations of the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast bird feeding station and encourage the Board of Supervisors to make a decision that will allow this. Sincerely, Karen M. Talley
Mr. Keith Dennis,
We are birdwatchers from the Los Angeles area in California.  Although we have limited vacation time and money to budget, we have never the less made it a priority to visit Arizona at least once a year for the last four years to see the local bird life.  Our trips always include Cochise County, and that is largely due to the unique species of hummingbirds that are viewable in the area.  The Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast yard is the only location where my wife and I have ever seen the rare Lucifer Hummingbird, and it is therefore an irreplaceable resource to us and others like us. We have enjoyed Mary Jo's hospitality on those visits, and the hospitality of the region.  Please enable us, and others of our community, to retain access to this unique and valuable resource. Sincerely, Jonathan and Libby Rowley, Whittier, CA 90604
Dear Sirs/Madams,
I have fond memories of birding at this location and finding the Lucifer's Hummingbird there.  Southeast Arizona is a birder's paradise and I have spent many happy days there, using the rescources of your paradise and hopefully contributing to the economy.  
It upsets me to hear that some birders have been disrespectful to the local community.  This is not typical of birders and I hope some solution can be found to protect the peaceful quiet ambiance that I treasure on my visits.  Please find a way to keep the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast open to birders. Respectfully yours, Jo Ann Natrop
	Dear Sir,
This letter is in support of the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast to maintain access to this delightful bed and breakfast. This is a wonderful place  for birders from throughout the state of Arizona and frankly nationally to watch hummingbirds in their natural environment. Please support the continuation of public access through the private road easement so that the birding community can continue to visit this wonderful site. I hereby request the Cochise County Board of Supervisors rule in favor of maintaining the public access to Ash Canyon B&B and  parcel number 104-21-022 so that birders can continue to enjoy seeing hummingbirds, especially the Lucifer Hummingbird, that we might otherwise never have the opportunity to see. 
Respectfully, John and Laura Pappagallo Mesa, Arizona
Dear Mr. Dennis,
In this day and age of instant communication between communities of people it should be noted that birders all over the US and Canada and possibly abroad are connected to information concerning places to go on vacation to bird and spend money.  The economic value of the Ash Canyon B&B (Parcel 104-21-022) to Cochise County must not be overlooked in these times of fiscal uncertainty.  Birders fly in, rent cars, spend the night (or 2 or 7), eat at restaurants, buy things; in general, spend money in your community.
Please do your best to allow Mary Jo Ballator to continue to welcome birders to her property.  Connie Madia
To Mr. Keith Dennis, We have had friends from far away who are curious about this part of the country come and visit us here in Hereford. We feel fortunate to have been able to show them the wonderful bird life in Mary Jo Ballator's yard, along with several other places around this unique part of the world. We and our friends have always felt --and behaved-- like privileged guests when we have come to Mary Jo's. We have appreciated the opportunity to sit quietly and allow the richness of nature in this area reveal itself, without being distracted by others engaged in more boisterous activities. Merce Dostale, Hereford, AZ
Mr. Dennis,
I am writing to express my support for Mary Jo Ballator and her Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022).  Although I have not had the pleasure of visiting Mary's Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast yet, I would like the opportunity to do so in the future.
Keeping this area publicly accessible is not simply a kindness that you are doing for the birders.  This is a way to help the Bisbee economy.  Birders pay for lodging and gas, they eat and they purchase goods in this town.  My husband and I are flying out to southeastern Arizona tomorrow for a five day trip where we will be doing all these things.  Ecotourism is a rapidly growing hobby and I respectfully suggest that Bisbee has an opportunity for an additional source of revenue given its unique location in an active bird hotspot.
In conclusion, I ask that you please take this into consideration in deciding whether to grant public to the private road easement. Kind regards, Elizabeth Ruzich
Dear Mr. Dennis,  I hope you will continue to allow day visitors access to Mary Jo Ballator’s Ash County B&B, parcel number 104-21-022.  Mary Jo’s bird-feeding station is a famous place in the birding world, and a regular stop for out-of-state birders.  It is one of the reasons why I try to visit Cochise County at least once a year, usually staying at Tom Beatty’s ranch.  As I am sure you know, birding visitors create no trouble or commotion for anyone in the area. Please continue to allow access. Yours, John Leo, senior fellow, The Manhattan Institute,New York, NY 10017
Dear Mr. Dennis: It has come to my attention that as a result of a dispute over public access that reportedly encroaches on a private road easement, that the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast will not be allowed to serve the general public, primarily keen bird and nature enthusiasts, which it has done for the past nine years. The site is a welcoming facility to the public for a unique enjoyment of particular bird species. Without knowing the particulars of the dispute, I would like to voice my support for an amicable resolution that would allow the B&B to continue operation in serving the general public. 
 I visited the area with my family in 2009 for the very reason of enjoying the rich bird migration observable there. Every consideration should be given to reaching an amicable resolution for continuing the public access to the B&B. Thank you for your consideration in supporting this valuable economic resource for your county as well as a tourist attraction for many bird and nature enthusiasts.  Best regards, Dan Hays, Cary, NC  27518
Dear Mr. Dennis—this letter is in support of Mary Jo’s continued operation of her B&B, and her feeding station open to the public.  I have had the pleasure of visiting Mary Jo a handful of times over the last few years, often bringing other avid birders with me.  Our small group comes from the Phoenix metropolitan area, and we always look forward to birding in Sierra Vista, especially at Mary Jo’s. We stay in hotels, buy gas and eat out while we are in town, helping support the local economy.
Mary Jo is not only an avid birder and great source of knowledge for birders, she is a generous and friendly hostess, the kind of business person I hope the County chooses to support.  I hope you and the Board of Supervisors will find a way to allow Mary Jo to continue to provide the unique and remarkable asset she offers to the community. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Kathe Anderson, Scottsdale
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I am writing to express my support of the Ash Canyon B&B operated by Mary Jo Ballator.  We live in Lincoln, NE and have traveled several times to southeast AZ specifically for the phenomenal birding opportunities present in this beautiful area.
The Ash Canyon B&B deserves the support by the Board of Supervisors.  Birders typically spend a good deal of money in the communities and areas they visit.   We stay in local accommodations, spend money in local restaurants, and shop in local stores.  The Ash Canyon B&B is a major draw for birders in the Cochise County area.  We stayed close by in a neighboring B&B Inn and every one of our fellow guests spent time there at Ash Canyon B&B.  It was highly recommended to us as soon as we arrived.  What is the message you would be sending us and our fellow traveling birders by effectively shutting down Mary Jo's beautiful and peaceful birding spot?  "Go away!! You are not welcome!  Go spend your money someplace else.  We don't want you here."
Please allow the Ash Hollow B&B to continue to operate as it does currently.  We, the avid birders who have visited your county and patronized your local businesses will be waiting to hear the message you'll be sending us.
Carol Swigart & Thane Kirchhoff, Lincoln, Nebraska
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I am writing to you in regards to Ash Canyon B&B, parcel # 104-21-022. I strongly support Mary Jo Ballator in her request to continue to allow birder access onto her property. I have twice visited Cochise County on birding and natural history trips while on vacation from my home in British Columbia, Canada. With the significance of southeast Arizona to birds and by extension birders, I plan to return again. The Ash Canyon B&B contains birds of significant interest to birders (both casual and experienced observers), and I have visited the property in the past with the purpose of observing some rare species of hummingbirds. Though I usually travel on as tight a budget as possible, I still have input hundreds of dollars into local businesses (restaurants, gas stations, lodging, etc.) as a direct consequence of wildlife viewing. The types of wildlife viewing opportunities that Mary Jo Ballator provides
on her property are rare and of great significance. The loss of access to this property would be detrimental, and I truly hope that your decision is favorable to the Ash Canyon B&B. Regards, Nathan Hentze, Burnaby BC V5A 1S6
Dear Mr. Dennis,
Please find in favor of Mary Jo Ballator’s request to continue to operate and allow birders access to her bed and breakfast, parcel # 104-21-022. Birding has supplied a huge economic benefit to southeastern Arizona, especially Cochise County. Her place, the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, is a wonderful resource for birders. 
 Limiting access to land has become a problem in many areas of Arizona and it is starting to have a real impact. (For the first time it has shut down the pronghorn antelope hunt this year for an area in Arizona.) I’ve found most birders tend to practice a “leave no trace” philosophy. I have hosted many birding and nectivorous bat activities here in Nogales. Fortunately my neighbors realize the benefit of educating folks to preserve and enhance our wildlife resources. Arizona, especially southeastern Arizona, is unique in hosting so truly remarkable species. Let’s continue to welcome outdoor-minded individuals to our state.
Please continue to allow this business to operate. It is a beautiful place to visit and many unique species are available for viewing. Thank you. Linda W. Pfister Nogales, AZ
Mr. Keith Dennis, The Ash Canyon B&B has been there for some time and provides habitat for migrant and resident birds.
I fully support the bird habitat that the B&B provides. These AZ birds are seen nowhere else in the U.S. and this habitat is critical for their survival.
I live in Meadows Place, TX, mailing address Stafford, TX, and have stayed at the B&Bs in this neighborhood the past 2 years. I plan to return again this year.
The importance of people who bird to the tourism and economy of the region cannot be ignored. People tend to forget how much birders mean to the economy of a region. Glenn & Claire Ory Stafford, TX 77477
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I would like to show my support for Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, parcel number 104-21-022, which has been in operation since August of 2002.
If you have not been able to visit this wonderful place, I think it is time you did. It is an amazing sanctuary for birds and animals, as well as a peaceful spot to relax and see the variety of wildlife that our area has to offer. When I visited, Mary Jo was delightful, accommodating, and spent time out of her day teaching my visitor and me about the birds and wildlife in her yard. I have now taken up birding as a hobby because of her instruction and enthusiasm.
Also, the thousands of visitors Mary Jo's Bed and Breakfast brings to Sierra Vista and our surrounding community is an asset in a time when the economy has wrecked havoc on state tourism. The fact that her Bed & Breakfast is one of the most reliable places in the U.S. to see the Lucifer Hummingbird speaks of her hard work and dedication in bringing birding, wildlife, and visitors to our community.
To lose Mary Jo and her Bed & Breakfast over a neighborhood dispute regarding public access over a private road easement would be an enormous loss to our community and the birding industry that functions in it, especially when she has never had any complaints or opposition against her in the nine years she has been in operation.
Again, I am voicing my support in favor of the continued operation of  Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast. I strongly encourage the Board of Supervisors to do the same. Thank you. Rachel Padilla Sierra Vista, AZ
Dear Board of Supervisors, Cochise County, Arizona: I am writing in support of the request for approval of Special Use authorization for a Cultural, Nature or Historic Exhibit, per Section 607.31 of the Zoning Regulations.    I regret that I cannot appear at the proceedings on April 12 in Bisbee, but I fully support the Ash Canyon B & B, Parcel Number 104-21-022, in its effort to continue to provide a wonderful setting for lodgers, birders, and other visitors.
In May 2009, my son and I had the good fortune to spend four days in Cochise County on a birding expedition.  My son and I spent the winter of 2008-09 carefully planning an itinerary that started in Tucson and touched Nogales and Madera Canyon and then circled Cochise County from Sierra Vista, to Bisbee, Tombstone, Douglas, Portal and Wilcox before returning to Tucson.  We saw some of the most magnificent birds and scenery that one can imagine; and we were grateful for the hospitality and the good wishes of the many Arizonans we encountered.  
We saw almost every one of the birds we came to see, including the rare Lucifer Hummingbird at the Ash Canyon B & B.  That sighting alone made it worth the trip.  
Since we couldn’t reserve rooms at one of the nearby B & B’s while in Sierra Vista, we stayed at the convenient Best Western Mission Inn and ate at the Mesquite Tree Restaurant, and several other places.   
For us, it was the experience of a lifetime.  For Cochise County, the economic benefits are worth noting because altogether in Cochise County, lodging, restaurants, gasoline for a 4x4, trail food and water cost a little over $600 according to my trip log.  
We are eager to return as soon as we can and we hope that the Lucifer hummingbird will have retained its Ash Canyon habitat. Sincerely, James Ruff, Senior Research Associate, Center for Equity and Excellence in Education
George Washington University, Washington, DC
Dear Mr. Dennis,
 I am writing to you today as a member of the birding community to voice his support for Ms. Ballator's request to continue to allow birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel #: 104-21-022). Your home area in Arizona is also home to some of this country's most outstanding and sought-after birdlife. Birders from around the world make annual trips to that small corner of the world to share in its beauty with you. Myriad others, myself included, dream and save for years for such an opportunity as well. We come for the magnificent array of birds, some of which cannot reasonably be seen elsewhere in the country. We come for the camaraderie and hospitality that your neighbors, highlighted by Ms. Ballator, have extended. We spend dollars in your hotels and restaurants. We patronize your parks and gardens. We reserve your guides and rentals. And we donate to your charities and conservation efforts. Your community is of great importance to us; and we hope the birding community is of great importance to yours as well. It is my earnest wish that you and your commission will have the foresight to allow Ms. Ballator's small business to continue to operate as it has been. Cochise County could be heralded as a very model of private and civic cooperation fostering a burgeoning ecotourism industry. I thank you for your time and consideration . Sincerely, Derek D. Courtney, MD, Morgantown, WV
Dear Cochise County Board of Supervisors:
Being an avid birder, I was distressed to learn that a recent neighborhood dispute has jeopardized public access over a private road easement.  Four of us are, in fact, coming to Cochise County next week from Michigan for two weeks of birding and had looked forward to including Ms. Ballator's feeding station at her Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022, among our many stops.  
Since this seems to be a recent "problem," surely some reasonable accommodation can be arrived at to serve visitors as well as Ash Canyon residents.  Many, many towns, counties, states, and countries recognize the significant, positive economic impact that all the various nature related tourist activities have on their respective economies.  Of course, I, too, would want my residential "peace and quiet" protected.  Therefore, I sincerely hope that all of the residents involved can negotiate a mutually acceptable resolution.  Birders, in my experience, are a very respectful group and would abide by posted signs for speed, noise, number, etc.  
Here's to civility! Marie Koper
Dear Mr. Dennis
The Ash Canyon B&B is recognized as a contributing element to the Huachuca Mountains Important Bird Area. As such this site offers unique access to the diversity of birds, especially hummingbirds and our native Gould's turkey, to a diverse audience. Bird watchers bring significant economic benefits to Cochise County. The Southwest Wings birding festival brings visitors from around the globe to Cochise County.
The County is blessed with biological diversity that rivals Central America. Businesses that support eco-tourism should be encouraged and supported as part of the County economic development portfolio.
I encourage the county to arrive at a resolution to the traffic complaints that allows for continued public access to the Ash Canyon B&B. There are limited sites in the Huachuca Mountains that offer this level of accessibility to the birds in the region.
Vashti "Tice" Supplee, Director of Bird Conservation, Audubon Arizona, Phoenix
Dear Mr. Dennis and the members of the Board of Supervisors.
We are great supporters of Personal Property Rights.  Unfortunately the rights of Ms. Mary Jo Ballator are in conflict with the rights of her neighbors on her private road.  Ms. Ballator wishes to continue the bird viewing that has been going on for nine years at her Ash Canyon B&B.
The Bed & Breakfast has been a permitted use for all of those years.  There were no vocalized or registered complains from the neighbors until the official process for obtaining the Wildlife Exhibit Special Use Permit was initialed by Ms. Ballator.  It would seem that if the complaints were substantial they would have been brought to someones attention during the previous nine years.
We feel that the rights of Ms. Mary Jo Ballator to continue to allow visitors to her birding site constitute a superior right than the wishes of her neighbors to stop her allowing visitors to the neighborhood.  Although they occasionally are aware of visitors using the road to access the Ash Canyon B&B - this access would seem to constitute a minor inconvenience to them.  Ms. Ballator has made every effort possible to minimize the impact upon the neighbors.  She is making every effort to be "neighborly" and it is too bad her neighbors have not done the same.
The willingness of Ms. Ballator to allow visitors to her property to view the Lucifer hummingbird is a major asset to the economic wellbeing of the County.  Millions of dollars in revenue is brought to the County through birding recreation in motel visits, restaurant proceeds and shopping.  While Ash Canyon B&B is not responsible for all of this income - it is a jewel that certainly adds to the experience of the visitors. 
Please agree with the members of the Planning & Zoning Commission and vote to approve the Special Use Permit for a Wildlife Exhibit for Ash Canyon B&B. Sincerely,  Chuck & Susan Ostrander,Hereford, AZ  85615
We support the continued access of the public to the Ash Canyon B&B.
 The Ash Canyon B&B is a keystone in the local economy, providing one of the few great locations for bird watchers to come, relax, and to see the many rare birds that can often be found only at the feeders that Mary Jo Ballator provides at her B&B.
 It is noteworthy that bird watchers are respectful and quiet visitors - they respect private property, they have a significant positive impact on the local economy, and they are very environmentally conscious.  They are the ideal visitors and are avid about their support for this area due to the abundance of birds, the rare species that come to this area, and in particular, to the welcoming hospitality of facilities like the Ash Canyon B&B.
 To lose public access to this location would be a significant blow to the local birding economy, and to many other businesses that support bird watchers : other lodgings & B&Bs, restaurants, tour guides, transportation companies, etc etc.
 We appreciate the concerns of the neighbors in the neighborhood surrounding the Ash Canyon B&B. But as a business that supports birds watchers and which enjoys their visits, we are always impressed with the manner in which bird watchers gently use our faciliites and the habitats in which they find the birds that they seek.  They do not cause noise, commotion, congestion, and they also seek an atmosphere of peace and tranquility upon thier visits so as to not disturb human or avian residents or other visitors. 
 We encourage the Board of Supervisors to supoprt Mary Jo Ballator's request to maintain a special use permit to continue to allow public access to her property.  Our guests, upon whom we rely for our business, also have expressed their support for this important bird watching location, praising Ms Ballator for her well maintained feeding stations, her landscaping and the calm and supportive ambiance of her open yard.   Without this important resource the County will surely send a message to the bird watching community that we are not open for business and that we do not welcome these visitors.  Respectfully, Karl Schmitt & Patrick Dome Casa de San Pedro B&B
My husband and I enjoyed Mary Jo's hospitality as Day Birders in South East Arizona several years ago. It was a wonderful experience and we would like to return to the area on future vacations and visit this delightful spot again. 
Birders are generally a quiet lot else we will scare away the birds. We also do not damage the environment that provides us many rewards as we pursue our hobby. Personally, we spend a substantial amount in our travels including room, meals, visiting local attractions and buying local products and souvenirs. A favorable finding to her request to renew her business permit would be good for Birders like us and thus will also be good for local business. Sincerely, Joan and Larry Duprey, Athol, Massachusetts
Even though I am a nonbirder, I accompanied my husband, Carl, who is a birder, on an excursion to Ash Canyon Bird Sanctuary this past June.  It was the most delightful afternoon of birding I have ever experienced.  There was something for every level of birding interest.  For people like me who were content to sit and read, Ms. Ballator was welcoming and gracious.  For experienced birders, Ms. Ballator was a font of information. The two other birding parties who came to the sanctuary while we visited were quiet and, like us,  made very little impact on the surrounding area.  As we visited, Ms. Ballator made very good suggestions for dining in the local area, and we spent a few days in Sierra Vista with definite plans to return. 
I am surprised that in today's economic climate a governmental agency would limit any tourist activity that has such a positive effect on the local economy with minimum negative effects.  Birders are ideal tourists.  They come to an area to appreciate quietly its local treasures while leaving very slight footprints in their wake.
Please continue to allow Ms. Ballator to provide a pleasurable way for those of us from nearby and distant areas to enjoy your local treasures.  Jill Perretta Wallingford, PA USA
Dear Mr. Dennis, and to all concerned:
 We are annual visitors to Southeast Arizona, sometimes in both winter and summer. We are birders -- ecotourists -- who come to enjoy the rich bounty that only the amazing Cochise County can offer. A big part of this experience is the many Bed and Breakfasts that the area hosts, many or most of which we have stayed with, in addition to the well-established and well-known feeding stations for which the region is so well known.  These feeding stations, and particularly the Ash Canyon B&B feeding station are important community resources, and a major attraction for ecotourists.
Ash Canyon serves many people, in the birding community and beyond, enabling environmental education and helping to generate a sustainable economic base for Cochise County.  It not only helps maintain bird populations, but it attracts people and dollars.  People like us, who journey yearly from New Jersey to enjoy your bird-rich area.
 Please protect access to Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022) and promote nature tourism in your county.  We certainly hope to continue to visit Cochise County, and it is resources such as Ash Canyon's feeding station that will continue to attract us.
Thank you for considering these comments. Sincerely, Clay and Pat Sutton Cape May Court House, NJ  08210
Mr. Dennis, We understand that continued access to Mary Jo Ballator's yard and feeders for visiting birders is in question.  While we respect the wishes of neighboring landowners, we feel that closing this prime birding spot to visitors is a bad idea.
My husband and I spent a week in the area in February 2008, and visited Ms Ballator's yard and feeders. Ms Ballator was hospitable and helpful and we were able to see the only Arizona Woodpecker of the trip in her yard.  The Elderhostel group we were with was quiet and respectful of the rights of her neighbors.
Please do not restrict access to Ms Ballator's yard.  Birders come from all over the world to southern Arizona, and this location is one of the best in the area. Thank you. Janis Paseka  Editor, The Nebraska Bird Review
How NIMBA ("Not in my backyard") of Greg Peterson.
How disingenuous of said Mr. Peterson regarding this issue of feeding wildlife -- he confesses to feeding birds birds himself -- but Ms. Ballator is wrong to so.
How ego-centered of the Petersons -- to retire from the Midwest to their own, insular Eden in the desert and complain if neighbors encroach on their lifestyle.  It is people like him moving into the desert that are causing the dust in his neighborhood -- permanently -- not the visitors and ecotourists.
How irresponsible of Peterson to think that he can stomp through the desert (how many times EVERYDAY does he drive that road?) with his middle-class lifestyle and not impact the fragile ecology of the region -- and, yet complain, "my neighbor is the real problem."
Southeast Arizona has major environmental problems because of too many people moving there to LIVE YEAR-ROUND, causing lack of water, bringing along their non-sustainable, middle-class lifestyles.  Mary Jo Ballator is not the problem and should not be the focus of these 21st-century carpetbaggers' ire.
I live in Minnesota and I am a birder.  I have visited Ms. Ballator. Barbara Deneen
Mr. Dennis, I am writing to support Mary Jo Ballator’s efforts to provide continued access to the Ash Canyon B&B - parcel number 104-21-022, for the birding community. My husband and I visited Cochise County for the first time in late August of 2010 to celebrate our 30th anniversary, and spent several days in the area before travelling to northern Arizona, Utah, and California. It was the highlight of the 3 week trip; I added 65 life birds in SE Arizona, including the Lucifer’s Hummingbird at Mary Jo’s place. I didn’t have a lot of time during that trip for photography, so I plan to return this summer with my best friend to spend time in Ash Canyon photographing the hummingbirds, and hope to get better photos the beautiful male Lucifer’s Hummingbird. 
I don’t think visiting birders/photographers could possibly be any less disruptive. I am a clinical pharmacist specializing in home infusion therapy and my husband is a software systems engineer specializing in cyber security. My best friend is a nurse practitioner specializing in women’s health, her husband is a physician. A pretty harmless group with empty nests and disposable income, looking forward to returning to the Ash Canyon B&B in the future, most likely this year.  
I hope you will all this small business to operate; it is truly one of the prime spots in the country for visiting birders. I am so looking forward to visiting in August!  Sincerely, Laura Keene Mason, Ohio
Dear Mr. Dennis: We are writing in support of Special Use Request by Mary Jo Ballator (Docket SU-11-01). We are close family of Mary Jo’s (her two sisters, her daughter, and her two nieces). We live in California near where Mary Jo used to live before moving to Hereford. We are writing to express our complete confidence in her personal integrity and also to reiterate what several supportive letters have said about her value to birders and to the area. Please enter our support into the record.
It is unfortunate that some of her neighbors have been inconvenienced, but this is where her integrity and her compassion are so important. Had she known of their concerns, she would have made every effort to address them as they arose. Now, even though several neighbors have voiced their apprehensions within a short period, Mary Jo is seriously addressing them all with admirable dispatch. We know that she will be able to satisfy their concerns (within the requirements of Cochise County), and that in the aftermath of the approval of the permit, the neighbors who are now in opposition will become friends who are not reticent about expressing any new concerns. Mary Jo has always been excellent in seeing situations through others’ eyes—this will make the outcome positive for all. She has a great talent for design, and the improvements she makes will be of impeccable style befitting the natural floral and fauna she cares for so deeply. 
We feel that allowing Mary Jo to continue with her open yard while implementing the proposed improvements will give her neighbors security as well as, soon, a sense of pride. As others have pointed out, she is a wonderful resource for birders and other nature-lovers in Cochise County, in the U.S. and Canada, and for many hundreds of visitors from abroad. They will remember their trip to Cochise County, and many will return, attracted by the beautiful environment she has created. We think that she has done as much as any Arizona citizen in teaching others to appreciate nature and preserve wildlife. Her gardens provide a haven for young and old as they observe the natural world in peaceful surroundings. Her land, outside the yard where birders sit, is set up to encourage the more reclusive birds—she has created attractive habitat for many rarely-viewed birds and other native animals. Her natural acreage should be seen as a real asset to the neighborhood. 
Please consider our comments about her unshakable integrity, her compassion for her neighbors, and her great understanding of the environment as reasons to grant this special use request. Yes, we are her family, but that makes us valid attesters to her integrity, compassion, and fine character. 
Sincerely,  Nada Ballator (sister), Redwood City, CA, Jeanne Ballator Newman (sister), Gilroy, CA 95020
Deborah Lindes (daughter), San Francisco, CA 94122, Neilly Newman (niece), Palo Alto, CA 94304
Jessica Staddon (niece), Redwood City, CA 94061
Dear Mr. Dennis,
 My name is Remy Dupart.  I am 7 years old.  I live in California and visit my grandma in Arizona.  My mom is helping me write this letter.  I like to learn about hummingbirds.  I have adopted a hummingbird with the help of my grandma and my mom.  It is important to keep the Ash Canyon B  & B open to the public to learn about hummingbirds and to help protect them.   Some kinds of hummingbirds like the ones at the Ash Canyon are rare.  Please keep the Ash Canyon B & B open so I can visit the hummingbirds.  #104-21-022 Thank you, Remy Dupart
 Dear Mr. Dennis,  I hope that I'm one of many avid birders flooding your inbox about this subject.  The Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast is a truly important location in the United States for birders.  I don't have the resources to travel the world, or even much of the country, but each year I make a point to get out of state at least one time.  I live in Denver, Colorado and three years ago, I flew down to Arizona to spend time in Tucson and the areas south and east of there.  
 First, let me tell you, the food was amazing.  From the out of the way sandwich shop, to the Steakhouse where we saw our first Inca Dove, the food was just phenomenal.  The bar across from our hotel had the best burgers i've ever tasted.  Of course, that's not why I'm writing.  I'm here to talk about the B & B and add my voice to the plea for it to retain it's permit.  
 Three years ago, my wife and I were birding in the Patagonia area when we ran into several other birders.  We had been planning on going down to the Kino Springs area, but we were told about a White-eared Hummingbird at Beatty's and a Lucifer Hummingbird at Ash Canyon.  That immediately changed our plans.  We headed off to the east and ended up spending a lovely hour or two at Beatty's before moving on to the Ash Canyon B & B.  There, we were greeted by Mary Jo Ballator, the owner.  We spent at least two hours at her place, most of the time with her.  She sat at the feeders with us and told us about many of the birds that she'd recently had and of the birders that had been there to see them.  We bought some sodas, walked around her property to see a few feeders in the back, but mostly we sat down and rested in front by the main hummingbird feeder display.  All the feeders are numbered, so if a bird shows up, all the people there can easily by pointed to the proper spot.  The Lucifer finally arrived, we thanked Mary Jo for her time, kindness, and dedication and went on our way.  
 We, as birders, have it drilled into us repeatedly to respect so many things; the birds, their nests, other birders, and especially private property.  With the odd exception, we do very well.  My wife and I came, saw, left, and aside from seeing or hearing our car drive in and out, I don't think anyone but Mary Jo would know we were ever there.  
 I'm planning a trip to the southeast canyons of Arizona this August.   It would make me very happy to revisit Ash Canyon and say hello again to Mary Jo and tell her how much she helped us the last time.  I'd be upset if I couldn't visit there anymore, but i'd be devistated Mary Jo.  She gives so much and I truly believe that she enjoys spending the time with us birders.  She certainly made us feel welcome on our first visit.  I would like to be able to think it was the first of many.  Thank you for your time in reading this.  Maybe I'll see you in August.  
 Best regards, John Breitsch Denver, CO
Dear Mr Dennis: I understand that there have been further objections to M J Ballator’s opening her land to for the use of bird watchers in the area, whether or not they are guests at her Bed and Breakfast accommodation.
The objections seem to be that this is a residential area and that the numbers of cars in peak times worry the neighbors. I think this highlights the economic importance of bird watching to the local community. I often have visitors from the UK and those that bird watch already know about the Ash Canyon B&B – usually they have left it too late to book accommodation there but this location will be one of the desired stops when we do take them to Cochise County and the visits always involve staying somewhere nearby and spending money on food, gas etc etc.
I sympathize with the neighbors who do not share the same passion for birdlife but I am sure that with adequate signage and maybe a restriction on the number of cars allowed to park at one time there could be a compromise solution. Bird watchers are not the worst people to have visiting your neighborhood, usually quiet, pretty law abiding, leaving no litter or trash to pick up and intent only on watching and photographing birds. The neighbors could have a lot worse to endure. 
Opening the area to the public has always been seen as a generous gesture, in keeping with the ethics of most bird watchers that nature is there for all of us. I am sure that with a little adjustment the neighbors can be persuaded to join in with the generosity. Mrs J Dingley Cave Creek, AZ 85331
March 31, 2011 To Whom It May Concern, I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator from the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel # 104-21-022).  It has come to my attention that Mary Jo might have to close her bird feeding station, and I think that would be a real shame.  Bird watchers come from all over the country and all over the world to southeastern Arizona to see the special birds who live there.  I have spent 5 weeks in the area myself on 4 separate visits, every time with the specific purpose to watch birds.  The Ash Canyon B&B is a special location within SE Arizona, and I have been fortunate enough to be able to visit 3 times during my travels to your area.  It is a place that draws people to Cochise Co, as one of the most reliable places in the US to see Lucifer Hummingbird.  If birders lose access to this site, it will be unfortunate for Mary Jo and disappointing to the thousands of recreational birders who visit her place every year.  It will also be unfortunate for your local area, as all of these tourist dollars will be funneled elsewhere.  Perhaps you have noticed that our economy has weakened substantially in recent years?  That tourist business is harder to come by?  That local and state governments need all of the revenue they can get?  Bird watching is a huge national pastime, and one that pumps millions of dollars into the economies of birding hotspots around the country.  Cochise Co is smack in the middle of one of the hottest birding hot spots within 1000 miles.  One would think that local officials would be doing EVERYTHING they could to promote and support  local birding hotspots like the Ash Canyon B&B.  Instead, she is in danger of being shut down?!   Mary Jo and her B&B are an extremely valuable community resource - one of the important reasons that tourists come to Cochise Co.  It would be foolish to force her to close her property to visiting birders, and it would hurt the people of your local community.  Please reconsider this action. Most sincerely, Hans de Grys,Bothell, WA 98011
Mr. Dennis 
Please do not close the Wildlife Viewing site @ Ash Canyon.
Regards, Barbara Baker
Dear Mr. Dennis-
I writing to encourage you to keep Mary Jo Ballator's birding site open to the public at Ash Creek B&B, parcel number 104-21-022. It is a real birding treasure. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Josh Schachter, Tucson
Dear Mr. Dennis: As a landowner in Cochise County who supports the County’s tax base with my property taxes, I hope that you will consider my voice in your upcoming decision. I understand that there was an appeal against the Planning and Zoning Commission's prior decision to grant a Conditional Use Permit to Mary Jo Ballator, who owns and operates the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast. Ms. Ballator is an active member of our Southeastern Arizona Birding Trail committee, and has been instrumental in promoting birding in Cochise County and beyond through this Map/Guide, which draws visitors to the 52 featured sites, and by allowing public access to her wonderful birding site. As you may already know, the Arizona Game and Fish Department funded a study that analyzed the economic importance of wildlife viewing in Arizona; the results were based on data related to recreational expenditures obtained from a survey conducted every five years by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of the Census.  The analysis found that wildlife viewing-related activities contribute $1.5 billion to the state each year. Cochise County benefited to the tune of $25.88 million, including $13.72 million in retail sales, $7.1 million in salaries and wages, and approximately 273 jobs. The greatest expenditures for those traveling to view wildlife are food, lodging, and transportation, all of which support local businesses. 
 As a member of the Arizona Watchable Wildlife Tourism Association (AWWTA), I am involved in promoting wildlife viewing in Arizona. The Cochise County Tourism Council is also an AWWTA member, as is the Casa de San Pedro B&B, Naturalist Journeys LLC, and the Wings Over Willcox Birding and Nature Festival, all in Cochise County.  Birding is obviously a very important piece of the economy of Cochise County, and the Ash Canyon B&B is part of that equation.  
I hope that the Planning and Zoning Commission will uphold its original decision for a Conditional Use Permit, allowing Ms. Ballator to continue providing public access to the Ash Canyon B&B. This would be in the best interest of the economy of Cochise County.  Thank you for your consideration of my comment. 
Yours truly, Diane Drobka 
Dear Mr Dennis, We strongly support approval of the Special Use Permit for the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (Parcel # 104-21-022) Wild Bird Feeding Station to be by the Cochise Board of Supervisors on April 12, 2011. We have visited the Ash Canyon B&B many times since moving here in 2007. We're always enthralled as we see exciting species of wild birds up close that are rarely seen anywhere else in the United States.  Our visits to the Ash Canyon B&B have always found Mary Jo Ballator to be a gracious hostess at the well groomed and pleasant surroundings of this wildlife oasis at the foot of the Huachuca's. The Ash Canyon B&B a unique Cochise County ecological and economic treasure enjoyed by people who visit from the world over. We hope such enjoyment of this venue continues long into the future. Please convey our support for approval of the Special Use Permit to the Board of Supervisors. Thank You, Philip and Phyllis Woodring 9275 S Lippizan Pl Hereford, AZ 85615
Dear Mr. Dennis,  I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator being allowed to keep open her bird feeding station at Ash Canyon.  My husband and I visited Arizona last year and spent a delightful afternoon observing the many varieties of hummingbirds and other species visiting these feeders.  We would certainly be sure to return to this spot on our next visit to Arizona.  Ms. Ballator’s hospitality and unconditional welcome to birders from all over the world should be something that is encouraged not legislated against, Hoping to still be able to visit Ash Canyon on our next visit, Alison and Stewart Bentley,  Hudson QC, Canada
Dear Sir, I am writing to support the birding opportunities at this B&B operated by Mary Jo.  I discovered it last fall (2010) and was impressed and amazed at the closeness and diversity there.  I personally CANNOT imagine anyone complaining about this site.  Did I hear right that there was a traffic problem?  I am a Sierra resident and find it convenient and well run and a great outdoor experience.  Birders are not routty people and very respectful and quiet so it appears that there is some personal vendetta operating here by some neighbors that would be better off in a gated community.  I certainly hope this can be resolved so we can again watch the birds there this spring.  Judith Ingram 6640 Round Tree Drive Anchorage, Alaska  99607 
March 31, 2011 RE:    Ash Canyon B&B (Parcel # 104-21-022)
Cochise County Board of Supervisors: This letter regards the local dispute concerning public access over a private road easement to the Ash Canyon B&B (Parcel # 104-21-022). While I am not familiar with the specifics of the dispute, I am familiar with Ash Canyon B&B having visited there at least a half dozen times in the past seven years.
During each of my visits the host, Mary Jo Ballator, has made it very clear as to where we are to park and how we are to access her establishment to minimize impacts to her neighbors. This has always impressed me, and I can objectively say I have never seen any access/parking activities that would concern a reasonable person.
While a local dispute, this has ramifications well beyond Hereford. The Ash Canyon B&B feeding station is an important part of a larger “birding ecosystem” in the region. The experience Mary Jo provides is very important to many birders, and at some level (I know mine) brings many birders from afar to the county. I strongly urge you to allow continued access to Ash Canyon B&B. This is a very good operation of which the county can be proud.
Respectfully, Michael C. T. Smith 
Dear Mr. Keith Dennis, It has come to my attention that a resident in the vicinity of the Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast, 552 E. Spring Road, Hereford, Cochise Co, Arizona (parcel # 104-21-022), Mary Jo Ballator proprietor, has brought a complaint before you regarding the use of the establishment by the public.  I would like to voice my support of Ms. Ballator and her ability to continue operation of her business, as the removal of this ability would dramatically decrease her ability to earn a way of life, and would significantly negatively impact all of those individuals who consider her to be a friend and a fixture of the southern Arizona wildlife enthusiast community.
Ms. Ballator’s establishment relies upon individuals who have an avid interest in birds to occupy her B&B.  Based on a recent U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service survey, 51.3 million Americans watch birds in some way or another.  A smaller group of people partake in “birding” as a regular activity.  They are a close-knit group of individuals that principally use word-of-mouth to learn of unique and special locations were birds and other wildlife of interest frequent.  I personally heard of Ms. Ballator’s establishment several years ago from friends while I lived in Virginia who spoke very highly of the property, and I looked forward to finally being able to visit.  They, like me, are willing to travel great distances to find such wildlife, and this serves as the basis for Ms. Ballator’s business.  Therefore, removing this essential element from the equation would severely adversely impact her ability to attract visitors to her establishment, rendering her with little means of financial stability.  This action would unduly negatively target Ms. Ballator as a citizen of Cochise County, Arizona.
I make trips to southern Arizona as often as I am able, solely for the purpose of watching birds.  I have personally visited the Ash Canyon B&B on three occasions, on 8/3/08, 5/23/09 & 8/14/10, primarily to view the Lucifer Hummingbird, which can be reliably found only at the Ash Canyon B&B in the entire United States.  Each time I drove the 495 miles one-way from my home in San Diego, California with the B&B as one of the few key stops during my visit.  On my last visit, the B&B was occupied so I stayed at the Hampton Inn in Sierra Vista with my family and ate at several of the local restaurants.  
I can attest that each time I have visited the B&B, I have found a friendly and gracious hostess who has worked countless hours to keep the property attractive and the hummingbird feeders filled.  I have never once encountered another vehicle on any of the neighborhood streets leading up to her property and have always found sufficient parking well away from the travel lanes.  There is never any amount of noise created, which stands to reason simply because everyone is there to see birds which are, of course, frightened away by loud noises.  In fact, the Wild Turkeys that frequent the outskirts of her property make more noise than any human I have encountered there.  Any opinions to the contrary of the above should immediately be suspect in my opinion.
In addition to the above, and from my understanding of the Cochise County Zoning Regulations, Ms. Ballator is well within her rights to open her home to visitors partaking in wildlife observation activity.  In fact, several established purposes under section 601 of the RU (Rural) zoning certification appear to support her ability to provide such a service to visitors, including 601.02, 601.05 and 601.06.
In addition, Ms. Ballator’s establishment falls under Section 603.09 or 603.10 as a Bed and Breakfast homestay or inn under “Permitted Principal Uses”.  I find it quite interesting that there are a wide array of other types of establishments permitted under the RU certification that would be of significantly higher human activity levels relative to her quiet and simple B&B, including mobile home parks, utility installations, churches, grocery stores and day care facilities, among others.
In consideration of all of the above, are you prepared to deliver this terrible blow to Ms. Ballator’s business and way of life, and take away the enjoyment of the many visitors that choose to make her establishment a must-visit location?  Would it be reasonable to risk the negative implications of fewer birding enthusiasts visiting Cochise County, thus hurting your local economy during these difficult times?  I believe it is imperative for you to allow Ms. Ballator to continue the operation she not only enjoys so enthusiastically, but which supports her very way of life and provides a needed stimulus to your local economy.  Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,  Jay L. Keller, San Diego, CA
Subject:	Ash Canyon
I have been to Southeast Arizona 5 times in the past 10 years for birding. I stay in hotels, rent cars, eat in  restaurants and hire  guides. All of this because it is a great place and welcoming to birders. I would not come if we were shut out of places like Ash Canyon B&B. Please do the right thing and keep this wonderful resource available.
Sincerely, Jack Stephens, MD Edmonds, WA
Dear Mr. Dennis and Board of Supervisors:
It has been brought to my attention that there are some issues with keeping the roads open such that visitors such as I have access to this wonderful birding site, Ash Canyon B&B.  This coming August will be my third trip to the Hereford and Sierra Vista area and each time we visit, we make a trip or two or three to Mary Jo Ash’s.  It was there that I first was able to see several species but most importantly, the Lucifer hummingbird.
Mary Jo has been a very gracious host and is eager to help us know about birding and about the special species that come to this particular area.  It would be such a shame to know that people are being denied this joy.
It is my fervent hope that whatever the issues are within the neighborhood, that the board will look favorably on the requests of the hundreds of birders who quietly come to this particular area for a few moments of bonding with some of nature’s most special creatures. 
As a tourist who travels hundreds of miles each summer from central Texas, I would hope that your state and local officials would recognize that for tourists, having spots such as these available DOES bring people into the area who would otherwise find other locations to travel to – birders are some of the nicest people that I have been around and I would think that if a community can attract good, kind and honest people to the area, it is well worth the trouble to keep all favorable sites open to the public.
I WISH that I COULD be at the meeting April 12 to discuss this issue and support fellow birders and most importantly, Mary Jo Ash, as it would give me one more chance to be there and see the amazing sites in your area.  I sincerely hope that when I make my visit this coming August that I do not arrive to learn of a closure that would quite frankly be very disappointing and that would seem quite unreasonable from my perspective.
Thank you for your time, Mary K. Gardner Hamilton, Texas
Dear Mr. Dennis,
 I was devastated by the news that Cochise County is considering shutting down access for day visitors to Ash Canyon B&B, Parcel # 104-21-022.  My husband and I first visited Ash Canyon B&B in 2004 on our first visit to Arizona.  As a life-long bird enthusiast and an employee of the National Audubon Society in Greenwich, CT; I had always heard about this hummingbird mecca and the hospitality and knowledge of Mary Jo Ballator.  I couldn't wait to get to Ash Canyon and see for myself what everyone was talking about.  
 That first awe-inspiring visit has led to Ash Canyon B&B becoming our favorite spot to see birds when we visit Cochise County.  And we have visited Cochise County at least twice a year every year since then.  For the last two years, I have led birding excursions to Cochise County.  I always save Ash Canyon B&B for the the first and final day.  Why?  Because there is truly something magical there.  It's not just the amazing number and diverse species of hummingbirds that are all around you, it is the very rare Arizona Woodpecker, almost unheard of Trogans, wrens, woodpeckers, turkeys . . . I could go on and on.  You sit in Mary Jo's yard and life is all around you.  Her property is beautiful, all the feeders are clean and well-maintained and the birds come.  Almost like they are lured to Ash Canyon B&B by reports passed down through the years by previous visitors.
 There are many wonderful birding places in S.E. Arizona, but none are like Ash Canyon B&B.  In all our visits there, I have never seen anything untoward.  The people who visit are quiet, friendly and respectful of the rules Mary Jo has laid out to avoid interfering with her neighbors.  Parking is completely out-of-the-way of any residents.  Once you enter the gate, you are overwhelmed with the incredible show that nature offers.  You sit in the yard and are filled with a sense of peace and calmness.  Words truly cannot describe the experience.
 If you have never visited Ash Canyon B&B, I strongly suggest you go.  You will meet people from all over the United States who are drawn to this incredible oasis.  People who readily spend their hard-earned money at restaurants, hotels, B&B's and many stores within Cochise County.  Would they come to your county anyway?  Probably, but the birds at Ash Canyon B&B and Mary Jo's hospitality convince them to stay a while.  I've met many visitors there who came to your county only because they had to visit Ash County B&B.  It would be more than a shame to lose such a wonderful source of revenue for Cochise County.
 As someone who is a frequent repeat visitor of Cochise County, I know the lure would not be as great if you were to close Ash Canyon B&B to day visitors.  This jewel of S.E. Arizona must remain to lure and welcome future birders to Cochise County. Sincerely, Margaret Robbins Danbury, CT  06811
Mr. Keith Dennis, Cochise County Planning Dept.:   I am with the Birders from Rincon Country RV Resort in Tucson, AZ.  I am writing to voice my support and the support or our group of 30+, for Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow birders access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022).
   Mary Jo does a wonderful job of showcasing the migrating birds.  Her tireless efforts making this the best location in S.E. Arizona for this purpose.   Please find favorably for allowing her business to continue to operate as usual.   Sincerely,  Troy T. Hall
Dear Mr. Dennis:       I was very disappointed to hear that there is a possibility of closing down the Ash Canyon B&B feeding station run by Mary Jo Ballator (parcel # 104-21-022). I live in Tucson and visit there several times a year and always recommend it to my birding friends who travel to S.E. Arizona from other parts of the country. I hope that some sort of a compromise can be worked out so that the B & B and its feeding stations can remain open while consideration is given to minimizing the impact on the neighbors. Thank you for your consideration.
 Best Regards, Ned Harris Tucson, AZ. 
To Mr. Keith Dennis, 
 My Dennis unlike many of the other e-mails you may have received I have never been to Mary Jo Ballator's bed and breakfast (parecel number 104-21-022). I can tell you as an ABA member I dream of going. I would love to visit your neck of the woods and spend my hard earned tax dollars on the various hotels and restaurants in the area. In this regard I am not alone as birdwatchers as a group tend to be well off and quite happy to spend money in pursuing their hobby. In this day of declining budgets I'm surprised your area can so easily throw away a destination that brings in visitors. I urge you to talk to other business owners in the area and ask them what impact shuting down the business would have. I ask you to allow Ms. Ballator to keep her business open to visiting birdwatchers. A good friend of mine from Ohio has regailed me with how nice the birding was at Ash Canyon last year.  One day I hope to be able to visit and see the natural wonders myself. 
Thank You for your time, David Collopy Dayton, Ohio
Dear Mr Dennis . Please keep Mary Jo Ballatore's B & B operating... it is a landmark for
birding and bird photography. SE Arizona is a birding mecca, and needs to be supported, and I am trying
to support her, and please, keep her operating.  Many thanks, Tom Martin MD 
TO:  Mr. Keith Dennis RE:  Ash Canyon B&B, Parcel No.  104-21-022
Dear Mr. Dennis: I am writing to express my very strong support for Mary Jo Ballator, host of the Ash Canyon B&B, in her efforts to keep her property and her bird feeders open to visiting birders.  Her place is known far and wide among the large and steadily growing number of birders in the United States, and it would be a terrible disservice to her, to her visitors from all over the country, and in fact to Cochise County, if access were cut off. One activity that birders often spend their hard-earned time and money on is travel to other places to see the unique wildlife,  
especially birds, that can't be found at home.  In my case, I lead birding tours for people from the St. Louis, MO, area to many parts of North America, including Arizona, which is a famous location for observing birds that can't be found anywhere else in the United States.  A great many such tour groups visit Arizona, especially southern Arizona, every year, and contribute substantially to local economies by staying in lodgings there, eating in restaurants, and buying gas and supplies.  A place like Ash Canyon is a prime example of a magnet that draws this business to your area.It may seem strange that someone from out of state, who has never  actually visited this site, is writing to you to plead for your help in leaving it open -- and yet that supports the argument I just made.  Here I am, a resident of Missouri, but well aware of Ash Canyon and its value, just like so many other people all over the  
country.  Whenever I visit Arizona next, I expect to put it on the itinerary for myself and my group.  Such national prominence, and the revenue it generates, is worth preserving, along with the beauty and variety of the area itself.
Please help in any way you can.  Thank you. Sincerely, Bill Rowe St. Louis, MO
Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing to you in regards to the potential closure of Ash Canyon Bed and Breafast (parcel number 104-21-022). I worked in Cochise County throughout last summer conducting biological research along the San Pedro River, and I must say that at the end of a hot day at work visiting the Bed and Breakfasts of the area were such a relaxing and enjoyable experience. To lose permission to access even just one of them would be devastating.  Cochise County is regarded to birders of the U.S. as a kind of "mecca" with all of it's diversity in birds, and the grounds of Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is regarded as the single best place to view the Arizona Woodpecker as well as Lucifer Hummingbird.  No other site could replace Ash Canyon for me.  
I respectfully ask that you reconsider the matter to allow Ms. Mary Jo Ballator to continue to provide access to her land. Sincerely, Andria Kroner
Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing you to ask you to please keep the Ash Canyon B&B open to bird watchers and other visitors. Many of my friends that also watch birds have told me for years that I must visit Southeast Arizona. After
several years of just listening to them I did visit last September and I was not disappointed. I visited many areas in Southeast Arizona while I was there and one of my highlights was visiting Mary Jo Ballator and the Ash Canyon B&B. While there I got to see, for the first time, a Lucifer Hummingbird and Bushtits. I did not see these birds anywhere else on my trip to Arizona and I feel that closing the Ash Canyon B&B to bird watchers and other visitors would be an injustice to the birding community. Also, because Mary Jo Ballator uses natural vegetation in her landscaping her property attracts many species of butterflies and reptiles. Many people from all over the world are interested in visiting the B&B to see the wildlife. All of the birders I know obey the rights of property owners and would not think of trespassing or disturbing others. I was so enthusiastic in telling friends about my trip to Arizona that they now want me to lead them on a trip down there next Fall. I would consider it a great loss to our trip if we were not able to visit the Ash Canyon B&B. Please keep this vital site open to visiting bird watchers. John Habig
Carlisle, Ohio 45005
Dear Mr. Dennis and members of the Cochise County Board of Supervisors,
   I am writing this email to voice my concern over  the potential lack of access to Ash Canyon B&B; parcel no. 104-21-022.
   I am from Ohio and travelled to southeast Arizona 3 years ago and am planning a return trip in 2012. Let me just say that I was very impressed with the birding in your county. You should know that Mary Jo Ballator is in multiple published resources as an important stop over for specialty birds in your area. These are national and regional publications I researched prior to visiting your wonderful area. I can also tell you first hand that she lives up to her exalted reputation of being a first rate hostess and educator.
    I hope that any issues can be resolved with a compromise that allows for continued public access. Thank you for your consideration and time.  Sincerely,  Mike Acheson 
We have spent the past 20 winters in Patagonia, we are bird watchers.  Our favorite place to visit is Ash Canyon B&B.  It is a great place to sit and watch birds.  There are many birds there that you don't often get to see.  Mary Jo is always very cordial and knowledgeable  We take our friends there and tell many other people about her place.  Please let her continue to stay open. Thank you--Nancy Waldron--Burt Lake, Mi.
MR.KEITH DENNIS: I AM AN AVID BIRDER LIVING IN APACHE JUNCTION, AZ.  I HAVE VISITED THIS BIRDING SITE TWO TO THREE TIMES A YEAR FOR THE PAST EIGHT TO TEN YEARS. THIS IS A SITE WHERE SOME BIRDS ARE SEEN FROM YEAR TO YEAR THAT ARE SELDOME SEEN ANYWHERE ELSE IN THE U.S. THEREFORE PEOPLE COME THERE FROM ALL OVER  NORTH AMERICA AND MANY FOREIGN COUNTRIES!!! YOUR CITIES AND COUNTY WILL LOOSE A GREAT DEAL OF IMCOME, FROM FOOD, MOTELS GAS AND OTHER ITEMS, IF YOU CLOSE THIS SITE!!!
BIRDING HAS BECOME A VERY POPULAR HOBBY IN RECENT YEARS, WHICH YOU MAY NOT BE AWARE OF.
THIS BIRDING SITE HAS BEEN AVAILABLE TO BIRDERS FOR THE PAST TEN YEARS WITH NO COMPLAINTS AND ANY NEW NEIGHBORS SHOULD NOT BE ALLOWEDTO STOP THIS BUSINESS NOW.  THEY HAD TO BE INFORMED  WHEN THEY PURCHASED THEIR HOMES! PLEASE DO NOT TAKE AWAY PLEASURE BIRDERS HAVE ENJOYED FOR SO MANY YEARS - WESLEY L. RINGERING
Dear Mr. Dennis,
It was with dismay that I was informed that the Ash Canyon B&B was in danger of losing their day access because of an easement dispute. The loss of this important bird feeding station would not be beneficial to our tourism base in Cochise County. Additionally the B&B  provides some tax revenue to the county and  State. Seems like a high price to pay for this disputed right of way. 
I have sent many of my guests on a day trip to their place so they can see the bountiful number of birds that pass through our area. For people who are not 'birders' it truly is a wonderful experience of our area.  It would be a shame to see it closed.
I urge the Board of Supervisors to work out a compromise which would allow Ash Canyon B&B to continue operations. Sincerely, Fred Miller Owner, Copper City Inn, Bisbee
Dear Mr. Dennis: i am advised that the use permit for the Ash Canyon B & B may be in danger.  I urge the Cochise County Board of Supervisors to consider the loss of revenue from International birding groups that go to this  location to see particular bird species.   Not everyone appreciates the amount of money brought into Cochise County businesses by the national and international birding community.  One estimate is 25-26 million dollars.
I am a Board member of Tucson Audubon Society and visit Wings Over  Willcox annually and the Huachuca mountains often.  There are many of us, and I urge you to keep the Ash Canyon B & B, Parcel number 104-21-022, a special wildlife viewing site available to us and to the  many foreigners who go there.
Thank you for your consideration. Julia B. Gordon, Tucson, AZ 85718
Dear Mr. Dennis, I writing to encourage you to keep Mary Jo Ballator's birding site open to the public at Ash Creek B&B, parcel number 104-21-022. It is a real birding treasure. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Matt Griffiths Tucson, AZ
Subject:	Ash Canyon B & B, Parcel #104-2-022 
Many of our Inn guests are birders and very much enjoy visiting at the Ash Canyon B & B to view the numerous species that gather there.The higher elevation attracts different birds than they see here in the valley.
The birding community is an important part of our local economy, and it would be sad to have them denied one of their favorite birding experiences and venues.
Please consider allowing the Ash Canyon B & B to be accessible to continue serving them.
Sincerely, Walt and May Kolbe, San Pedro River Inn, Hereford, AZ 85615
I am writing on behalf of Mary Jo Ballator regarding the access issue to her property.  As a biologist and a bird watcher I support allowing members of the public continued access to her B&B.  I firmly believe the majority of birders wish to respect the rights of all property owners, as I do, so I would hope the current easement issue can be resolved in a judicious manner.
Others can elaborate better than I on how many billions of dollars birders contribute to the U.S. economy as well as how bird watching is one of the fastest growing activities in the country.  In that regard, I believe Cochise County should fully support Mary Jo Ballator as a member of the small business community.
I have only been to Ash Canyon once, back in April 2006, and my recollection is that it is a very nice property.  To people like myself, Mary Jo’s place is extremely valuable and provides a much needed service.  Like the Paton’s in Patagonia, I am more appreciative than words can describe when people like that willingly open up their properties so anyone can visit and share in their splendor. I trust you know how important Southeastern Arizona is for birds and birding.  It is one of a handful of areas in the U.S. that draws bird watchers from around the world.  I can virtually guarantee that most serious birders know these places in your corner of the state, and if they have not been there yet it is on their wish list.
Other nearby hotspots like my so-so namesake Beatty’s in Miller Canyon, Carr Canyon, and, of course, Ramsey Canyon are all of equal value.  The all provide a possible opportunity to see exceedingly rare birds in some 
of the best habitats in the southwest. One of the things that disturbs me most about the potential closure of 
Ash Canyon is that with the on-going border issues, much of southern Arizona has been closed off to birders.  It would be an utter shame for both Mary Jo Ballator and the greater birding community to have her B&B sealed off as well. Lastly, I graduated from NAU in the mid-80s and have lived and worked in  many parts of the world since then.  But Arizona is still a second home to me; I have been all over the state and still visit whenever I can. 
Also, there is a strong probability that I will one day own property in Pima or Cochise County.  If that ever happens I would hate to find myself in a similar position as Mary Jo, having to battle something of this nature.  There is already far too much negativity emanating from your part of the state due to the border security issues.  I seriously 
cannot imagine what the local community has to gain by not allowing her to operate as she has in the past.  I certainly hope to get back down to Ash Canyon one day and if I do it would sure be nice not to get run off.
Sincerely, Ron Batie, Biologist and Birder, Porterville, CA
Dear Mr. Dennis,
 I read with dismay the possible closing of the road to May Jo Ballater's  Ash Canyon B & B. Parcel 104-21-022. It is an Arizona treasure, just as other sites in Cochise County. Birders who are coming to Arizona list the Ash Canyon B & B as one of their primary goals. Some years ago My husband and I made a special trip to Ash Canyon from our home in Michigan where we were then living. After hearing about our success a few years later a friend also flew to Tucson from Detroit with Ash Canyon as one of her goals. All three of us were rewarded with  the special birds that can usually only be found in the area. We spent well over a thousand dollars just for that one trip. If you multiply that by the many birders who make a trip to the Ash Canyon B&B you can see that southern Arizona is enriched monetarily by this wonderful birding site. 
  Birders are good for the environment and are careful about trespassing on others rights. They  have spent millions in southern Arizona in the last few years on motels, food ,supplies and transport all in the pursuit of a worthwhile and enriching hobby. Did you know that Arizona is one of  top five richest bird destinations in the United Sates? To allow the Ash Canyon B& B to remain active is to enrich all of Arizona and bring more income to our state. Please support the Ash Canyon's request for a road permit.  With my thanks for your consideration.  Respectfully yours, Rosemary M. Valentine, Tucson Arizona and Mason, Ohio.
Dear Mr. Keith,
We are writing in regard to the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast, located on land parcel 104-21-022,  run by Mary Jo Ballator.  It has come to our attention that Ms. Ballator might no longer be allowed to open her yard to visiting birdwatchers on a daily basis.  We feel the closing of this birding site would be a great loss to the Hereford area and Cochise County. 
Since 2007, my wife and I have visited Sierra Vista and the surrounding area five times for the specific purpose of birding.  We have purchased groceries, gasoline, local crafts, and visited local museums and the mine in Bisbee.  We have also eaten at restaurants in Sierra Vista, Hereford, and Bisbee.  
One of our favorite locations we have spent time at during each trip is the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast.  It is a fantastic location that allows birders, especially beginners, to get close looks at many birds that aren't found anywhere else in the United States.  Ms. Ballator is usually present and offers a wealth of local knowledge about birds, birding locations, and even where a good meal might be found.  We would rate the Ash Canyon B&B as one of Cochise County's finest birding spots, right along side such spots as the San Pedro House, Ramsey Canyon, Whitewater Draw, and Beatty's.
Closing this location would send a message to many birders, including us, that Cochise County takes our tourism dollars for granted. We truly hope this does not happen.  Thank you for your time.
Sincerely, Riley and Heather Morris Durango, CO
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I am writing regarding the upcoming meeting of the Board of Supervisors regarding the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022).   In April 2010 my husband and I enjoyed a week in SE Arizona. We visited
many places including the feeding stations at Ash Canyon B&B, Paton's in Patagonia and Beatty's Ranch Feeding Station. These owners have graciously opened their  properties to birders from all over the world with the sole
intent of sharing the amazing diversity of the birds in your area. The feeding stations offer people a rare opportunity to observe the birds closely. The atmosphere at each property was congenial and friendly. Strangers met briefly, chatted and shared an uncommon birding experience.   We are traveling to coastal Louisiana shortly and were delighted to find three similar owner operated feeding stations on Grand Isle that we'll be sure and visit.
  I hope that a compromise can be met with all of the residents in this dispute and that birders can continue to visit Ms. Ballator's unique property. I can personally thank her for allowing me to see six new species of birds including three different kinds of hummingbirds.  Thank you. Sharon and Rob Smart Raleigh, North Carolina   
To Whom It May Concern:  I visited the Sierra Vista area for my first time with a birding group of eight people, guided by Kathe Anderson five years ago.  One of the highlights of our trip (and the most impressive for me) was the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel # 104-21-022.)  The numbered feeders in various types and locations allowed me to see and identify a huge number of birds, more than we had seen at any other location.  All members of the group agreed that this was a pivotal location with access so generously provided by the owner.  I became a “birder” because of this experience.  
 Since that visit, I have organized six trips to the area, with groups of family and friends.  Each time we stayed for a couple of nights in the local motels, or B&B’s;  ate in the local resturants;  bought gas, pies, apples, vegetables, and 
purchased bird items, hats, tee shirts, and books.  Some of the people who have traveled to southeast Arizona with me have returned with their families or friends.  I am currently in the process of organizing another trip to the area, with plans for more in other seasons.   
I truly doubt that I would have attempted to do this without the experience at this B&B.  Rather that restrict access to so vital a resource, I should think that taxpayers in the area would welcome such a “people draw” to the area!  
 Sincerely, Mary Martin, Scottsdale, AZ 85250

Subject:	Ash  canyon
Ash canyon is such a wonderful natural spot to observe wildlife and. Birds.  PleAse allow this to continue. 
Thanks .
Judie
To Keith Dennis and the Cochise County Board of Supervisors:Regarding the Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022
Please do not close wildlife viewing site at Mary Jo Ballator's Bed and Breakfast.  This is an incredible place for viewing birds. It is a cornerstone of significant economic activity in Cochise County. Many birders from around the world are drawn to this site. It is also a good example of sustainable economic development. Surely something could be worked out, and I would hope that the Board will try hard to insure that this site not be closed.
Sincerely, Patti Hartmann Tucson, Arizona
To: Mr. Keith Dennis, Cochise County Planning Department 
 Dear Mr. Dennis, I'm writing to express my strong support for Mary Jo Ballator and her request to continue to allow visiting birders to have access to her Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast (parcel number 104-21-022).
 I was an Arizona resident for many years, and although I now live in Ohio, I still make annual trips to visit southeastern Arizona.  Cochise County is fabled among the birders of North America -- indeed, the birders of the world -- for its fabulous habitats and rich diversity of birdlife.  More than 60 years ago, ornithologist Herbert Brandt suggested that Cochise County has more variety of nesting bird species than any other county in the U.S., and I believe that distinction would still hold up today.  As a result, birders and naturalists visit the county in a steady stream all year, providing major support for the tourism industry and the economy.  
 By generously opening up her property to visiting birders, and thus adding to the attraction for these tourists, Ms Ballator is actually making a direct contribution to the local economy and I think she deserves praise for that.  Birders in general are the most well-behaved tourists imaginable, quiet and respectful of private property.  I can't see any serious disadvantage to continuing to allow birders to visit Ms Ballator's property, and the advantages for the whole community are considerable.  I hope you'll find in favor of allowing Ms Ballator's small business to continue operating as it has been for the last decade. 
 Thank you for considering this request. Sincerely, Kenn Kaufman, Oak Harbor, OH 43449
Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing to you today to express my strong support for Ms. Mary Jo Ballator so that she may continue to operate her business, the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022) in Cochise County, AZ. I am an avid birdwatcher and have traveled from as far away as Delaware to travel to, visit, and stay in Cochise County and Ms. Ballator's B&B. Her hospitality and friendliness towards her birding guests is unmatched. Equally unmatched is her unbelievable location. I have seen several birds at Ash Canyon B&B that I had never seen before and in fact, have not seen since. Ash Canyon B&B is a truly unique destination for birders across the U.S. as well as visiting birders from abroad. Many hard-to-see species in the U.S., such as Arizona Woodpecker and Mexican Jay can be seen here easily. This is known as essentially the only location in the U.S. to see Lucifer Hummingbird and other rare Hummingbirds, which is directly attributable, in my opinion, to Ms. Ballator's Ash Canyon B&B and her long-term dedication and ability to care for birds and birdwatchers alike. 
 Thank you for your time and I hope Cochise County can approve the permit for Ms. Ballator to continue operating the Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022).  Sincerely yours, Frank Marenghi 
 Dear Sir: In reference to Ash Canyon B&B, parcel number 104-21-022.
As a birder I come to SE Arizona often. One of the highlights for me is a visit to Ash Canyon to watch the feeders at Mary Jo’s B&B. It would be a travesty to make her location inaccessible. Surely there must be a way to resolve this situation amicably. Please continue to allow access to those of us who enjoy sitting on her patio and watching the multitudinous hummingbirds come in for a sip of nectar. 
Please consider the travelling birder and keep this wonderful spot available to all. Thank you, Jean Brandt, Encino, CA
      I understand that the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is in danger of being closed. I wish to add myself to the list of people supporting the continued open operation of this most valuable birdwatching site and source. My wife and I come to southeast Arizona once or twice a year and the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is a most favored site where one is assured of being able to view several species of birds both resident and in transit through Arizona. I simply cannot imagine the authorities would close this great resource down. Surely there must be some way to satisfy the concerns of the neighbor who has filed a complaint without the draconian recourse to closing the place down.
      Southeast Arizona is always listed as one of the top ten birdwatching places not to miss in these United States; in fact usually in the top three depending on whose listing one consults. And the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is a major draw in southeast Arizona. Further, bridwatchers are quite nice people and quiet observors of the natural world around them. And these birdwatchers are tourists who help the local economy in several real ways with spending. Do you and your colleagues really want to close down Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast and encourage these nature tourists to go to some other state?!
      Thank you for your consideration in this matter. - Jack A. Robbins, Ph.D., (Danbury, Connecticut) 
Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing in support of Mary Jo’s continued operation of her B&B, and her feeding station open to the public.  I visited her feeding station once a year for the past four years. When there, I stayed overnight in a local motel,  bought gas and ate out in town, thus helping to support the local economy.
I’m not sure what the complaints are about Mary Jo but I think it is important to recognize that people who visit her feeding station are there to see birds; the only way to do that successfully is to do it quietly.  We drive in quietly, park only on her property quietly, sit quietly and leave quietly.  We drive slowly and respectfully in the neighborhood.  Birders tend to be quiet, mature people who respect the environment and are grateful for the opportunity to visit places like the one Mary Jo offers.  We recognize the need to be respectful of others living nearby as well.  I, personally, also tell friends both from Arizona and out of state about the many attractions in Cochise county and encourage them to visit. I hope you and the Board of Supervisors will allow Mary Jo to continue to remain open not only as a support to birding community but also in recognition of the economic support we bring to the area. Sincerely, Lois Lorenz, Gilbert, AZ
Hello.   This is in regard to the issues being discussed by Cochise County, related to the Ash Canyon B and B, parcel # 104-21-022. 
We do not know all the details of the issues and points of discussion on this topic.  However, we would just like to say we feel strongly that the Ash Canyon B and B should remain open and available as one of the premier birding locations in southern Arizona.  
 We live in Oregon, and visit Arizona every year.  We have visited the Ash Canyon B and B several times in the past 5 years, and many of our birding friends in Oregon have also been there. To us, this location is one of the best places to spend a few hours and see many wonderful species of birds, both native to that part of the country and migrating species.  It would be a shame to lose access to this unique place and Mary Jo's hospitality, which is so warmly extended to all visitors.  
 We urge the County officials to work toward a resolution of the issues so that the Ash Canyon B and B can continue its role as a prime destination for people who love the outdoors, southern Arizona, and its wildlife.
 Sincerely, David and Cheri Reinhard , Eugene, OR 97401
Hello Gussie,
I hope all is well with you and yours. We have talked over nature tourism issues in the past at multiple tourism conferences. I have only recently been made aware of the appeal against the Cochise County Planning and Zoning Commission's prior decision to grant a Conditional Use Permit to Mary Jo Ballator (Ash Canyon B&B).
I know you have been receiving facts and figures from concerns with various interests. I would like to present a brief comment from my position as the Arizona Game and Fish Department Watchable Wildlife Project Coordinator. 
As I’m sure you’re aware, wildlife viewing-related activities contribute over a billion dollars to the state each year. Cochise County receives of $25 million from wildlife viewing recreation. The data is based on data obtained from a survey conducted every five years by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Bureau of the Census. The greatest expenditures for those traveling to view wildlife are food, lodging, and transportation, all of which support local businesses. The purchases made by wildlife watchers generate rounds of additional spending throughout the economy, leading to many direct, indirect, and induced impacts. Wildlife viewing recreation is obviously a very important piece of the economy of Cochise County, and the Ash Canyon B&B and other related businesses are critical parts to this economic machine.
As mentioned earlier, this is a brief comment. I’m sure the Board of Supervisors has been evaluating the decision carefully. This note is developed from a concern that the importance of these activities to the many visitors to your region and the strong economic machine these recreationists fuel gets balanced consideration to inconveniences that might be mitigated in other ways.
Thank you for your efforts. I hope to see you at another Governor’s Conference on Tourism this July.
Joe , Watchable Wildlife Project Coordinator, Arizona Game and Fish Department
As new residents of Arizona we have only once visited Cochise County.  The purpose of our visit was birding in Ash Canyon, but, while there, we enjoyed a meal, visited two shops and purchased gasoline. 
We understand that access to the wildlife viewing site at Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022) may be terminated. In making a decision on this issue we hope you will consider the economic benefits of conservation and wildlife tourism. We enjoy your county and appreciate being provided with reasons to return. George and Ann Cottay
Dear Mr. Dennis:  We are long-time Arizonans living in Sonoita.  Both being avid birders, we highly value Cochise County's many spectacular and world-renowned birding spots, and we actually do most of our birding trips there.  We both have been docents with the Friends of the San Pedro River and have worked on environmental issues to help preserve Arizona's fragile beauty.
 The Ash Canyon B & B has been a favorite stop to take friends and visiting family.  Mary Jo's friendly hospitality and willingness to share her vast knowledge about birds makes the trip worthwhile.  These trips always mean lunch or dinner in Sierra Vista or Bisbee.  It would be very sad if we could no longer visit her birding oasis.
 We urge you to consider possible compromises to allow her to continue her generous gift to the community and Arizona.  Diana and Stephen Holmes, Sonoita, AZ  85637
Dear Supervisors,
This letter is written to provide more information in order to help you in any decision you may make regarding Ash Canyon B&B ( parcel number 104-21-022) in Hereford. 
I have lived in Tucson since 1971 and have traveled to or south of Sierra Vista only 6 times in the last 20 years. Two of those times were while working for RGIS Inventory company over 10 years ago. The other 4 have been in the past 2 years while exploring my new birding hobby, with the “center” of the trip being a stop at Ash Canyon B&B. All but one of the birding trips involved a stop for gas and all included either a restaurant or local store-bought lunch, as well as snacks and drinks. While I realize this may not seem a large economic impact, there would have been none without the incredible birding opportunities. This is more obvious to me now as I become a more experienced birder, knowing how rare and precious the area is, leading me to not only return, but bring and refer others to the area as I excitedly show pictures and tell stories to our patients. I know of at least one that confirmed a visit to Cochise County and specifically Ash Canyon B&B for a birding experience. 
While I am sure you are already aware of the importance of supporting conservation in general, I wanted to also give some input as to the economic impact and opportunities provided by the birding and nature watching community. Everyone is struggling at this time, birding is a relatively affordable, all day endeavor that therefore virtually always involves local purchases. Reaching your incredible area from Tucson can be done with almost no advance planning, with a rare combination of remote and rare wildlife opportunities with an array of friendly people and amenities. 
To so greatly reduce these benefits by making casual visits to Ash Canyon B&B un or less available, would certainly reduce my likelihood at any given time to visit the area. The viewing and education available at the b&b are simply too much to cut out of a trip. 
If I can offer any other information or clarification, please feel free to contact me by return email, snail-mail or phone. Thank you for your consideration in this matter, and I hope to attend your April 12th hearing in this matter. 
Sincerely, Ed Tobin, Tucson, AZ 85716
Dear Mr. Dennis: I am writing in support of Mary Jo Ballator's Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast establishment.  I am a full time resident of Cochise County, and have birded in Southeast Arizona for more than 25 years. I have birded widely in the United States and also throughout the world, and have found the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast to be one of the prime birding spots, not just in our State, but in the entire country.  I probably do not need to remind you that "birding" is one of the fastest growing leisure activities in our country, and the economic benefits that come as a result are very large and growing.  The Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast is one of the most important destinations for birders who visit our part of the State.  It is therefore essential that this establishment remain open and accessible to the birding public. Thank you for your attention to this important matter. Robert D. Evans Benson, AZ 85602
Dear Mr. Dennis,
It has just come to my attention that there is a chance that I may never get to see a Lucifer Hummingbird in Arizona.  I am a birder from Victoria, British Columbia, Canada, and Arizona—Cochise County, and Mary Jo’s Bed and Breakfast are (or maybe, were) on my list of places to visit.  Birders from around the world flock to your county to see birds they may never have a chance to see elsewhere.  Eco-tourism is a growing source of revenue for many destinations and is seen as a clean, friendly way of increasing revenues for retailers, accommodations, restaurants and many other businesses.  I hope that you see fit to allow Mary Jo Ballator to continue her Bed & Breakfast operation.  I’d love to come and see the birds in her yard. Ann Nightingale, Victoria, BC, Canada, 
Mr. Dennis--I am writing in support of the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast (parcel #104-21-022).  This is a valuable site for the birdwatching community as it is often host to some of our country's rarest hummingbirds.  Bird enthusiasts travel from all over the United States to observe the area's specialties, including the rarities seen at this site's feeders.  Birding is big business and we know that those many out-of-town visitors are an economic boon to the Sierra Vista area. I have led community college groups to the Huachucas to study the birds; we have appreciated the access to this site as we have each time been able to observe closely here some of the rarities.
Please do not let access to the Ash Canyon B&B be denied. Thank you. Bonnie Pranter, Prescott, Arizona
Dear Mr. Dennis: I am writing regarding the appeal against the Zoning and Planning Commission's decision to grant a Conditional Use Permit to Mary Jo Ballator, and ask that you uphold
the original decision of the Commission.  My husband and I have been visiting the Cochise County region for over twelve years, often specifically to enjoy the natural areas that are so special to that area.  We have often stayed in Sierra Vista and Bisbee, most recently last week, even though we now live in Tucson.  Our out-of-state visitors are always taken to the fabulous birding attractions in Cochise County, including Mary Jo Ballator's.  Our leisure hours and much of our discretionary income is spent enjoying the incredible natural treasures of southeastern Arizona.   
Thank you, Mary Kay Eiermann, Tucson, AZ
Dear Mr Dennis
Tucson Audubon brought to our attention that the Cochise County Board of Supervisors is considering terminating wildlife viewing at Mary Jo Ballator's B&B. I'm writing to express my hope that the Board of Supervisors can arrive at a solution that allows people to enjoy the birds, flowers, and beautiful surroundings that Mary Jo so generously offers to people.
My wife and I live in Houston, but Tucson and southeast Arizona is in our opinion our favorite place on earth. We travel to Tucson whenever we can and we've had the joy of visiting Mary Jo's B&B a number of times over the past decade. Her B&B is unique in that it is easily accessible to people like ourselves who travel long distances to enjoy Cochise County. Mary Jo's B&B has opened the door for us to explore other places of interest in your county by ourselves or with friends. And we've also enjoyed trying the good local restaurants!
We're very sad to hear that the county is considering blocking people like us from visiting Mary Jo's B&B for a visit to appreciate the wonderful natural beauty that you have in Cochise County. I hope you'll hear from a variety of people because I'd imagine it's not an exaggeration to say that people from all over the world have visited Mary Jo's B&B. She's a wonderful woman and a fine, possibly unsung, ambassador for your County. We hope that this note gives you a sense of our appreciation for May Jo's generosity and sincerely hope that you can find a solution that allows people to continue to enjoy one of the treasures that you have in Cochise County. Sincerely, Jeff Woodman, Houston, TX
Dear Mr. Dennis, My name is Austin Mohr.  I am an avid birdwatcher from Edgewater, NJ. 
It has come to my attention that there exists the possibility of Cochise County not granting Mary Jo Ballator a renewal of her permit to operate her business, Ash Canyon Bed & Breakfast. 
I wish to express my whole-hearted support for the renewal of Mary Jo's permit, a desire which I know I share with many thousands of  fellow birders from around the United States and, indeed, the world. 
Ash Canyon B&B is included on the itinerary of virtually everyone who visits Cochise County to bird-watch.   During my first visit to Cochise County in August of last year (hopefully, the first of more to come) I patronized various businesses in the area and I met fellow birders from all over the country and two gentlemen visiting from the United Kingdom doing the same.  The famous birdwatching in Cochise County is of economic significance to the region and Ash Canyon B&B is a critical element of the appeal of Cochise County to birders.  The vast majority of birders who visit Cochise County regard Ash Canyon B&B as a glowing highlight.  
Ash Canyon B&B is simply a wonderful place.  The main attraction is the astounding array of hummingbird feeders Mary Jo maintains - it is finest place in the United States to observe the rare Lucifer Hummingbird and it is the only place in the world where a hybrid Lucifer X Anna's Hummingbird has been observed.  Birders also visit to observe highly sought-after species such as the Arizona Woodpecker, which is often difficult to observe elsewhere.  Birders visiting Ash Canyon B&B generally pass the time in quiet conversation amongst themselves and with Mary Jo as they bird-watch.  It is truly a non-intrusive, quiet, and benign activity. 
 It is very much my hope that Ash Canyon B&B will continue to operate for years to come.  Thank you for the consideration of my letter.  God Bless. Sincerely, Austin 
Hi-I'm writing because I heard that you might close Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast. Please don't do that. This is just the sort of place my wife and I love to go to. We love birding and we love bed and breakfasts. We are very busy with work during the week and like sometimes to go places where we can get away from the noise of Tucson and enjoy a lot of the beauty that surrounds us here in southern Arizona. The weekend before last we stayed in a casita at the Muleshoe Preserve and it was just heaven for us. We haven't gotten a chance to go to Ash Canyon yet. We aren't physically up to hiking wilderness, but a relaxing place like Ash Canyon is just what we want. From what I hear it is an important birding place for a lot of people. Please think twice about closing it down. Thanks.
Roger Barthelson, Tucson, AZ 85745
To Mr. Keith Dennis,
Please consider the importance of the Ash Canyon B&B to the birding and local communities when deciding on the neighborhood dispute regarding public access over a private road easement.   Mary Jo has created a special experience for birders who can easily see rare species of hummingbird.  Her location is an edge environment that attracts many wonderful birds.   I have been to her B&B many times and usually get gas and have lunch in Sierra Vista, a  benefit to Sierra Vista businesses.  Her B&B is recognized throughout the US as a birding hotspot. 
Sincerely, Farrish Sharon
Hi: In Reference to Ash Canyon B&B, Parcel 104-21-022, I wish to request to have the permit be reinstated. As a member of the RINCON RV Park Bird club, I have visited this site many times over the past 8 years and enjoy what Mary Jo has done to keep this the best birding site in SE Arizona. We always make sure that we park only on Mary Jo’s area so not to interfere with her neighbors.  Thank You Jerry Paulson
Dear Mr. Dennis, I am writing to you about the issue regarding Ash Canyon B&B (parcel number 104-21-022).  I am a member of the Southern Arizona Birding Observatory and am very concerned about the Cochise County Board of Supervisors closing this important bird feeding station. You are probably well aware of that birders from all over the world travel to southeastern Arizona and the Ash Canyon B&B feeding station is an important attraction.  The economic impact of losing the support of these birders would negatively impact Cochise County. Please allow the operations at Ash Canyon to remain in place when you vote on this on April 12th. Many thanks, Aviva Tirosh
Dear Mr. Dennis,
I am a birder from Tucson and a member of Southern Arizona Bird Observatory.  I spend a great deal of time in Cochise County birding and have stayed in many different B&Bs, cabins and cottages over the years.  I am saddened to learn that you are considering closing a very important birding destination, Ash Canyon B&B (parcel # 104-21-022).  Please consider the importance of this bird feeding station to so many visitors to Cochise County.  I am sure you are aware that the national and international bird watching community spends a lot of money in Cochise County.  This is a very imporatnt issue to many people.  Please do not close this feeding station to day visitors. Sincerely, Patty Perea Kane, MD
Dear Mr. Dennis, Returning from out of town this afternoon, I learned that Ash Canyon B& B is in danger of closing due to a neighbor's complaint about vehicles on the road.  I am writing to support Ms. Ballator's receiving the permit needed so that she can continue to make her yard and bird feeders open to the public.
Birders come from all over the world to top places in S.E. Arizona, and Ash Canyon B&B is one of those "must visit" birding spots.  Nowhere else can a birder have such a chance of seeing Plain-capped Starthroat and Lucifer hummingbird.  When birders come to see such rarities, they bring business and money into the surrounding area by staying in local motels, eating in local restaurants, purchasing gas, groceries, and other items locally. While in the area, they often visit other places where birds can be found, and places of historical or scenic interest, as well, such as Karchner Cavern or Tombstone, for example.  
I am a resident of Tucson, and my birding friends and I visit Mary Jo's place a few times each year.  That adds up over time.  And we are among thousands of birders who come to see the birds drawn to her feeders, plants and water features.  
Birding is the fastest growing hobby in our country today and brings more business to S.E Arizona than any other sport/hobby.  It would be a tragedy to lose Ash Canyon B&B.  It is much too important to birders and to the economy of Cochise County.  Please do not limit access. Thank you. Rae Jean Schlimgen
This letter is in support of the Ash Canyon Bed and Breakfast  parcel  number 104-21-022.
For 9 years this facility has provided and exceptional service to visitors and residents of Cochise County by providing an exceptional bird feeding and viewing station.  Mary Jo has done a remarkable job of caring for the abundant bird species which live in and migrate through the unique Sky Islands of SE Arizona.  As an avid birder who  comes to Double Adobe Campground each winter for 5 months, I  appreciate the opportunity to see bird species at this feeding station. I encourage you to support the Ash Canyon B &B and allow public access  
to continue to this wonderful facility.  I  fail to understand why  there would be any opposition to this feeding station. Falma Moye Challis Idaho
Dear Mr. Dennis, I realize that these letters were supposed to be in by Friday, April 1, at noon, but I have just now received the email notifying me of this issue. I hope you will consider this email among the many you will have received supporting the Ash Canyon B&B. Last summer I went birding at Ms. Ballator's yard in Ash Canyon. There were upwards of 20 people there around sunset. It was a very serene and peaceful experience, with people talking mostly in whispers, sharing sightings of birds and pointing out what had flown in and where. It was clear that each person was glad to be there, sincerely interested in and sensitive to the wildlife, and respectful of the landscape and the neighbors. Birders are generally an enthusiastic bunch, with a reverence for nature bordering on devotion. Throughout the whole time Ms. Ballator maintained a gentle but "in charge" presence.
I sincerely hope that her permit will be continued to enable her to continue the operation of her excellent birding Bed and Breakfast. Thank you for your consideration. Sincerely, Delia Hitz, San Rafael, CA 94901
Dear Mr. Keith Dennis, My wife and I have visited the Ash Canyon B & B on several occasions over the past few years, and plan additional visits in the future.  We enjoy watching the birds and talking with Ms. Mary Jo 
Ballator.  This stop is one of the highlights for us when we visit southeastern Arizona, as we are avid birders.  
 Typically, we spend two to three nights in a motel in Sierra Vista, eat in local restaurants, purchase gasoline, and visit local shops and tourist attractions during our stay.  We believe that the availability of attractions such as Ms. Ballator's garden make your area a tourist destination and contribute to the local economy by providing income and visitor related employment.  We  would be very disappointed to see access to the Ash Canyon B&B restricted.
 Our experience is that the vast majority of birders are respectful of the property of other homeowners in the area.  
 We hope that the issue of public access to the B&B on a private easement can be worked out to meet the legitimate needs of other property owners while allowing visitors to experience the unique avian fauna of the Ash Canyon B&B. Sincerely, Jerry Kenney and Barbara Munden, Novato, California
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