PROCLAMATION

“Thanksgiving in June”

WHEREAS, every resident of Cochise County deserves enough to eat;
WHEREAS, in the current economic downturn, local food banks and shelters are struggling to meet the needs of families and children;
WHEREAS, the national Federal Emergency Management Agency’s Emergency Food & Shelter Program is experiencing funding cutbacks, resulting in less money being directed to the Local Board and through it, to the Local Recipient Organizations (food pantries and shelters);
WHEREAS, the amount of funding for the current year through the Emergency Food & Shelter Program (EFSP) has not yet been announced and no funds have been released, to-date;
WHEREAS, the tragic events in Tucson on January 8, 2011 spawned a groundswell of volunteerism;
WHEREAS, the Cochise County Board of Supervisors at their regular meeting on January 25, 2011 offered their support for a Cochise County food drive;
WHEREAS, since that time, Cochise County employees have organized and volunteered to coordinate a food drive—known as “Thanksgiving in June” to collect non-perishable food items for donation to the Emergency Food & Shelter Local Recipient Organizations (LROs);
WHEREAS, on April 12th, the Emergency Food & Shelter Local Board met and heartily endorsed the idea and agreed to be responsible for the division and transport of all food items collected;
NOW THEREFORE, the Cochise County Board of Supervisors declares the Month of June to be “Thanksgiving in June” and authorizes establishing collection points throughout County offices;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Cochise County staff are encouraged to donate their time to solicit collections (for donation to the EFSP LROs) at participating stores on June 11, 2011 and June 25, 2011 throughout Cochise County.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 24th day of May, 2011.
_________________________               ________________________               _______________________

Patrick Call, Chairman                                 Ann English, Vice-Chair                   Richard Searle, Supervisor 
