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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

Highway and Floodplain Department





 (520) 432-9300
1415 Melody Lane,  Bldg F. Bisbee, Arizona 85603

 

   Fax  432-9337
                                                       Carlos De La Torre, Community Development Director
 DATE: 
May 17, 2011 

TO: 

Board of Supervisors
THRU: 
Carlos De La Torre, P.E, Director

FROM: 
Karen L. Lamberton, County Transportation Planner
SUBJECT: 
Mescal Road/J-Six Ranch Road Bridge Update
Recommendation: N/A 
Background (Brief): Late in the evening on March 15, 2011 two semi-trucks crashed on Interstate 10 and ultimately came to rest under the Mescal/J-Six Ranch Road Bridge. A fire ensued and the overpass bridge was damaged and was no longer structurally sound. ADOT demolished the bridge on April 8, 2011.  A bridge reconstruction design plan was then completed, along with a bid package, with bid openings scheduled for May 11, 2011.   
A detour for local traffic require travelers to go five miles either west or east to access the Emprita and SR 90 interchanges.  Although the Skyline interchange is closer it was designed for very limited ranch access and is not a two-way traffic configuration. Ramps at the interchange were determined to be unaffected by the incident and remain open. Both ADOT and Cochise County have considered various temporary alternative routes.  To date, there have been challenges to developing such an alternative route in a span of time that provides any relief. 
On April 12, 2011 the Board of Supervisors approved Resolution 11-14 supporting the timely reconstruction of the Mescal Road/J-Six Ranch Road Bridge on Interstate 10.  This resolution was transmitted to the State Transportation Board for their April 15, 2011 meeting. 

Federal Highway Administration Emergency Relief Funds have been committed to ADOT for this reconstruction.  The selected contractor will be presented to the State Transportation Board on May 20th for approval with a Notice to Proceed anticipated to follow shortly thereafter.  The currently proposed timeline for reconstruction is six to nine months with construction beginning in early summer. One of the time constraints is obtaining materials for the bridge and ADOT considered material availability and delivery times in their final re-design. 
Fiscal Impact & Funding Sources:  Funding for the Bridge reconstruction will be Federal Highway Administration Emergency Relief Funds. 
Next Steps/Action Items/Follow-up:  Provide, as appropriate, construction traffic updates to the community during the Mescal/J-Six Ranch Road bridge reconstruction. 
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