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DATE:
29 November 2011

TO:
FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT BOARD
            FROM:   Karen Riggs, County Engineer


THROUGH:  Carlos De La Torre, Director

SUBJECT:
Acceptance of Walton Family Foundation (WFF) Grant
On June 21, 2011, the Flood Control District (FCD) Board approved Resolution FCD11-01 (attached to agenda packet) that authorized staff to pursue grant funding and partnering opportunities for a Stormwater Pilot Project in Palominas. A stipulation of the authorization was to come back before the Board for approval of any grants.
A grant application was submitted and has been formally approved by WFF and the grant approval letter is before the FCD Board for your consideration and approval at the FCD meeting scheduled for December 6, 2011. The Stormwater Pilot Project Grant award from WFF is in the amount of $1,693,265.00 over the course of three years, beginning on 1 December 2011. There are specific project deliverables which control future releases of funding. The grant application and budget will be part of the agenda packet. Upon FCD approval of the grant award, the initial funding amount of $500,000.00 will be forthcoming from WFF prior to the end of this calendar year.

A design team will be assembled, a formal property agreement will be signed, analysis and design commenced for the Mansker property portion of the project. Other parts of the project will be a pipeline feasibility analysis, to determine costs and feasibility of capturing stormwater at sources farther from the San Pedro River and transporting it closer to the river for recharge there. Another task is to develop a GIS tool to use in future regional stormwater capture and recharge projects. Future years will see construction of the designed project in Palominas, design and implementation of additional stormwater capture and recharge facilities upstream of the Mansker tract, up to and including the King’s Ranch at Coronado subdivision. Staff have worked with the owners of King’s Ranch to ensure a successful partnership with this development. 

The FCD was previously awarded a grant from the WFF in the amount of $13,940 in order to hold a conference to explore possible projects for Stormwater capture and recharge. That conference, held in May 2011, led to the grant application finally submitted to WFF by FCD staff in September 2011. There is a balance remaining from the original grant of $4,323, which with WFF approval, will be applied toward the grant the FCD Board is being asked to approve.

The FCD has in its Five Year Plan, acquisition of a portion of the Mansker tract for a flood control detention basin in this fiscal year in the amount of $130,000, design in the amount of $85,000 and construction funding for the following fiscal year in the amount of $400,000. These amounts are proposed to be used as match for the grant funding along with some staff time. This will effective leverage already planned FCD expenditures.
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