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March 7, 2012

Coronado National Forest 
Supervisor’s Office
Jim Upchurch, Forest Supervisor
300 W. Congress St.
Tucson, Arizona 85701

RE:  Coronado National Forest Travel Management Collaborative Alternative Process – Request for Reassessment of Schedule
Dear Mr. Upchurch:
The Cochise County Board of Supervisors would like to thank you for the opportunity to have our County represented on the Forest Travel Management Collaborative Alternative Team (hereto referred to as CAT).   Our representatives have been keeping us informed of the details of the process.
The CAT process has potentially significant implications for our County.   We have heard from a variety of county residents, including rancher permittees, trail recreationists, hunters, birders, and ATV enthusiasts, who are all concerned that this process is being pushed through too quickly and because of this, that their individual concerns will not be considered.  Over 700 roads on the Sierra Vista Ranger District alone will be evaluated during a single 4-hour CAT meeting on March 13, 2012.  In order for us to provide effective and meaningful input we request you reassess the CAT process and timeline.
We understand that the Forest Service has spent considerable time studying each road from helicopters, horseback, trucks, ATVs, and on foot.   Many CAT members have also spent considerable time on these roads or have information they have gathered from other road users. We request that the information gathered (e.g., the reasons for the recommended closure or change of road status) should be made available to the members of the CAT. We also request that the CAT be given access to submitted public comments so that CAT members have all pertinent information available to them.  
This is necessary, in order for CAT to consider the importance of each road, and especially those that have received comments from concerned citizens.
We recommend more time for information sharing, discussion of issues and concerns, and conflict resolution.
We appreciate your prompt consideration of this important matter.


Sincerely,



Richard R. Searle
Chairman, Cochise County Board of Supervisors

Cc:  Senator John McCain
       Senator John Kyl
       Governor Janice K. Brewer
       Congressman Raul Grijalva
       Tom Vilsack, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture
       Alan J. Stephens, Arizona Director, U.S. Department of Agriculture
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