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March 27, 2012

Mr. Robert Love
Acting Superintendent
Natural Resources Program Manager, Chiricahua NM/Ft. Bowie NHS/Coronado NMem
12856 E. Rhyolite Creek Rd.
Willcox, AZ 85643

Dear Mr. Love:

	As you know, the proliferation of invasive plant species can generate an array of negative impacts such as displacement of more desirable native species, altering various ecological processes, reducing wildlife habitat and forage, degradation of riparian systems, and reduced rangeland productivity, among others. In order to address the increasing need for more effective invasive plant management, in recent years, federal agencies and private land managers have shifted towards development and implementation of various Integrated Pest Management (IPM) programs.  Research suggests that IPM strategies that integrate various combinations of control options typically provide more effective invasive controls compared to single-option approaches (focusing on a single control option with little consideration of the ecosystem or the side effects of particular control methods).  

	We support this proactive and multipronged approach the National Park Service (NPS) is implementing to control invasive plant species at the Chiricahua National Monument, Ft. Bowie National Historic Site and the Coronado National Memorial. And in light of their tendency to proliferate after significant fire events such as the Horseshoe II and Monument Fires of 2011, it is particularly important to implement a program that would help to ensure that invasive plant species do not become well-established and widely distributed in these areas.  Your correspondence dated 21 March 2012 indicated that the NPS will conduct post-treatment assessments to determine the efficacy of particular treatment regimes; we feel doing so would provide valuable insight in determining the most effective and efficient approach to controlling invasive plant species in southeast Arizona.

	Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.

Sincerely,



Richard R. Searle
Chairman, Board of Supervisors
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