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RESOLUTION 12- ___

TO SUPPORT THE EFFORT OF THE ARIZONA COMMERCE AUTHORITY TO ATTRACT AND LOCATE AN FAA NATIONAL TEST RANGE IN TOMBSTONE, ARIZONA, FOR UNMANNED AIRCRAFT SYSTEMS (UAS) DEVELOPMENT 


	WHEREAS, Under the National Defense Authorization Act, signed into law on December 30, 2011, the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration is required to establish a program to integrate unmanned aircraft systems into the national airspace system at six test ranges; and

	WHEREAS, the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration is required to determine the location of those six test range sites within 180 days of December 30, 2011, taking into consideration geographic and climatic diversity, location of ground infrastructure and research needs; and

	WHEREAS, the Tombstone Municipal Airport is an optimal location for a test range based upon factors such as size and availability of non-exclusionary air space, proximity to restricted airspace, military operating areas, border patrol operations, general aviation activity, a climate conducive to continuous testing, geography and elevation; and

WHEREAS, establishing an FAA Test Range at the Tombstone Municipal Airport would likely attract numerous civilian contractors, FAA managers, engineers, trainers, technicians and other specialized employees to Cochise County, with corresponding capital investment in the County; and

WHEREAS, location of an FAA Test Range at the Tombstone Municipal Airport will capitalize on the extensive UAS training, UAS expertise and UAS operations that already exist in this area; and

WHEREAS, job creation, economic investment and sustainable average wage enhancement is sorely needed in Southeastern Arizona,

	NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Cochise County Board of Supervisors hereby supports and encourages the efforts of the Arizona Commerce Authority, SEAGO, the City of Sierra Vista, the Tombstone Chamber of Commerce and other stakeholders to persuade the Administrator of the Federal Aviation Administration to locate a test range for unmanned aircraft systems development at the Tombstone Municipal Airport. 

	PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Board of Supervisors of Cochise County, Arizona, this ___ day of June, 2012.


_____________________________
Richard R. Searle, Chairman
Board of Supervisors


ATTEST:						APPROVED AS TO FORM:


_____________________________			_________________________________
Katie Howard						Adam Ambrose
Clerk of the Board					Civil Deputy County Attorney

