COCHISE COUNTY 
MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN	2012

[bookmark: _GoBack]EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Across the United States, natural and human-caused disasters have led to increasing levels of death, injury, property damage, and interruption of business and government services. The toll on families and individuals can be immense and damaged businesses cannot contribute to the economy. The time, money and effort to respond to and recover from these emergencies or disasters divert public resources and attention from other important programs and problems. With 30 federal or state declarations, 478 other significant events, and a combined total of 508 disaster events recorded, the seven jurisdictions within Cochise County, Arizona participating in this planning effort, recognize the consequences of disasters and the need to reduce the impacts of natural and human-caused hazards.  The county and jurisdictions also know that with careful selection, mitigation actions in the form of projects and programs can become long-term, cost effective means for reducing the impact of natural and human-caused hazards.
The elected and appointed officials of Cochise County, Benson, Bisbee, Douglas, Huachuca City, Sierra Vista, and Willcox demonstrated their commitment to hazard mitigation in 2006-2007 by preparing the first set of Single Jurisdiction Multi-Hazard Mitigation Plans.  The City of Tombstone later conducted their own planning effort with their plan being approved in early 2010.  Jointly, these plans are referred to as the 2007 Plans.  The 2007 Plans were approved by FEMA in December 2006, January 2007, November 2008, and August 2010, and require full, FEMA approved, updates prior to the subsequent five year expiration.  
In response, the Arizona Division of Emergency Management (ADEM) secured a federal planning grant and hired JE Fuller/ Hydrology & Geomorphology, Inc. to assist the county and participating jurisdictions with the update process.  Cochise County reconvened a multi-jurisdictional planning team comprised of veteran and first-time representatives from each participating jurisdiction, various county and local departments and organizations, and ADEM.  The Planning Team met four times during the period of May to October, 2011 in a collaborative effort to review, evaluate, and update the 2007 Plans.  The resulting Cochise County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (Plan) will continue to guide the county and participating jurisdictions toward greater disaster resistance in full harmony with the character and needs of the community and region. 
The Plan has been prepared in compliance with Section 322 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (Stafford Act or the Act), 42 U.S. C. 5165, enacted under Sec. 104 the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, (DMA 2000) Public Law 106-390 of October 30, 2000, as implemented at CFR 201.6 and 201.7 dated October, 2007.  The Plan identifies hazard mitigation measures intended to eliminate or reduce the effects of future disasters throughout the county, and was developed in a joint and cooperative venture by members of the Cochise County Planning Team.
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