Executive Summary Form

Agenda Number : HLT-    

Recommendation:

Approve the new Memorandum of Understanding between Copper Queen Community Hospital and Cochise Health & Social Services regarding a drug discount program effective 1/8/2013 and to continue indefinitely. 

Background (Brief):

Copper Queen Community Hospital (CQCH) would like to participate in the drug discount program established under Section 340B of the Public Health Services Act.   In order to participate, CQCH must enter into an agreement with a unit of the state or local government pursuant to which CQCH commits to continue to provide health care services to low income individuals not participating in Medicare or Medicaid (AHCCCS) for no reimbursement or considerably less than full reimbursement from these patients.  Cochise Health & Social Services is simply acknowledging that CQCH is providing these services to our indigent population.  CQCH operates not only the Critical Access Hospital in Bisbee, but also operates Rural Health Clinics in Douglas, Bisbee, and Palominas.  Please see MOU attached.


Fiscal Impact & Funding Sources:

[bookmark: _GoBack]None for CHSS directly – will allow patients of CQCH throughout the County to receive drugs at discounted prices and allow CQCH to continue to offer indigent care.

Next Steps/Action Items/ Follow-up:

Your approval is respectfully requested.


Impact of Not Approving:

CQCH could not qualify for the 340B discount drug pricing and its patients would not be able to take advantage of the 340B discounts.  
