
 

 

     
 
         

        
  1905 W. Washington St., Ste. 100, Phoenix, AZ 85009  
               (602) 252-5521  fax:  (602) 253-3227 

 
 
 

COUNTY SUPERVISORS ASSOCIATION 
LEGISLATIVE POLICY COMMITTEE 

AGENDA 
April 12, 2013 

Teleconference 1-866-228-9900 
Access Code 326208# 

 Web Link  
County Supervisors Association 

1905 W. Washington St. 
Phoenix, AZ 

9:00 a.m. Call to Order ~ President Lenore Stuart 
 

 
A) Approval of the Minutes of the March 29, 2013, and the April 5, 2013, Legislative Policy 

Committee Meetings 
 
B) State Budget Update 

 
C) TPT Proposal  

1. HB 2657 transaction privilege tax changes (Lesko)  
2. HB 2111 S/E transaction privilege tax changes (Lesko) 

 
D) Legislative Bills / Issues for Discussion and Possible Consideration 

 
Bills of Interest  
1. HB 2463 NOW: rules; counties; flood control districts (Gowan)  
2. HB 2572 NOW: financial standards; fire districts (Coleman) 
3. HB 2578 licensing; accountability; penalties; exceeding regulation (Petersen) 
 

E) Federal Issues 
1. HR 596/S 279 public lands renewable energy act of 2013 (Gosar/Tester) 

 
F) Update of CSA-sponsored Bills 

1. HB 2124 fire districts reorganization elections (Ugenti)  
2. HB 2138 municipalities; rights-of-way; transfer (Pratt) 
3. HB 2175 special districts; use fees (Fann) 
4. SB 1098 medical marijuana; zoning authority (Pierce)  
5. SB 1284 county general excise tax rate (Crandell)  

  
G) Other Business 

 
H) Next Meeting Date and Time (Thursday, April 18, at 10:00 a.m.; then Friday, April 26, at    

9:00 a.m.) PLEASE NOTE  THE NEXT LPC WILL BE HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE CSA BOARD 

OF DIRECTORS MEETING 
 

I) Adjourn 

https://acip.megameeting.com/?page=guest&conid=LPC012012
https://acip.megameeting.com/?page=guest&conid=LPC012012
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2657&Session_Id=110&image.x=-1015&image.y=-34
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=hb2111&Session_Id=110
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2463&Session_Id=110&image.x=0&image.y=0
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2572&Session_Id=110&image.x=0&image.y=0
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2578&Session_Id=110&image.x=0&image.y=0
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/thomas
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2124&Session_Id=110&image.x=-1015&image.y=-34
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2138&Session_Id=110&image.x=-1015&image.y=-34
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=2175&Session_Id=110&image.x=0&image.y=0
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=1098&Session_Id=110&image.x=0&image.y=0
http://www.azleg.gov/DocumentsForBill.asp?Bill_Number=sb1284&Session_Id=110














The Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act 
 

 

H.R. 596 

A balanced approach to wind and solar energy development on public lands 
 
Commercial-scale wind and solar projects are a relatively new, but growing presence on our 
public lands. These projects take up large chunks of land for long periods of time, and may cause 
some unavoidable impacts on fish, wildlife and water resources and recreational access. The 
Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act offers a way to offset unavoidable impacts by 
creating a conservation fund derived from royalties and other revenues generated by public land 
wind and solar energy projects.   
 
The bill would establish a formula for the distribution of wind and solar lease revenue where: 
 

 25% would go to the state where projects are sited 
 25% would go to the counties where projects are sited 
 15% would fund the Interior Department to process wind and solar lease applications 
 25% would be deposited in a fund for fish, wildlife, and land conservation 
 10% would go toward federal deficit reduction 

 
Another important component of the Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act is that it 
can lead to a better framework for the federal agencies managing wind and solar on public 
lands.  Right now land managers are using rights-of-way and special use permits—tools better 
suited to permitting irrigation ditches or cell phone towers than large-scale energy projects—
because Congress has not provided specific direction for how best to administer wind and solar 
energy. 
 
Specifically, the bill: 
 
• Creates a pilot program to determine whether and how to transition to a leasing program for 
public land wind and solar projects 
• Establishes a royalty fee for public land wind and solar projects 
• Outlines a clear process for current and pending projects to transition to a leasing system 
 

 

 
 
 

Conserving, protecting and restoring North America’s coldwater fisheries and their watersheds. 

http://www.tu.org/


 
    March 26, 2013 

 
 
The Honorable Paul Gosar 
U.S. House of Representatives 
504 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 
 
Dear Representative Gosar: 
 

We are writing to express our support for sharing with states and counties 
renewable energy royalty revenues from federal lands.  The language contained in 
the Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act (HR 596) which you have 
introduced in the House would enact such revenue sharing.   
 

We support the development of a leasing system for renewable energy that 
returns a portion of royalty revenues to the states and counties because they incur 
additional staff time and capital costs from permitting and siting this type of 
development.  Congress recognized this increased burden in the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005 [42 U.S.C.  15873(a)] when it created a revenue sharing provision for 
geothermal energy generation on federal lands.  As a result, state and local 
governments in affected areas have been able to deliver critical governmental 
services and make needed capital improvements to accommodate the 
development. 
 

Western Governors support continued and accelerated deployment of 
renewable energy projects, and associated clean energy job growth, in our states. In 
siting renewable energy projects and transmission lines, we encourage areas be 
developed which will have the least impact on wildlife and other important land 
uses.  Shared royalties from renewable energy development can be used by state 
agencies to support land, wildlife, and water conservation in affected areas. 
 

Thank you for introducing this important legislation.  We hope these 
concepts are federally codified.  Our states look forward to helping meet the 
energy needs of the United States while ensuring that our state and local citizens 
are equipped to do so most effectively, and our prized land, wildlife and water 
resources are sustained. 
 

   Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Gary R. Herbert   John Hickenlooper 
Governor, State of Utah   Governor, State of Colorado 
Chairman, WGA   Vice Chairman, WGA  
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cc: The Honorable Mike Thompson 

The Honorable Joe Heck 
The Honorable Jared Polis 
The Honorable Scott Tipton 
The Honorable Diana DeGette 
The Honorable Mike Coffman 
The Honorable Jim Costa  
The Honorable Jeff Denham 
The Honorable Earl Blumenauer 
The Honorable Mark Amodei 
The Honorable Peter DeFazio 
The Honorable Mike Simpson 
The Honorable Ben Ray Lujan 
The Honorable David Schweikert 
The Honorable Ann Kirkpatrick 



 
    March 26, 2013 
 
 
The Honorable Jon Tester 
United States Senate 
706 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senator Tester: 
 

We are writing to express our support for sharing with states and counties 
renewable energy royalty revenues from federal lands.  The language contained in 
the Public Land Renewable Energy Development Act (S. 279) which you have 
introduced in the Senate would enact such revenue sharing. 
 

We support the development of a leasing system for renewable energy that 
returns a portion of royalty revenues to the states and counties because they incur 
additional staff time and capital costs from permitting and siting this type of 
development.  Congress recognized this increased burden in the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005 [42 U.S.C.  15873(a)] when it created a revenue sharing provision for 
geothermal energy generation on federal lands.  As a result, state and local 
governments in affected areas have been able to deliver critical governmental 
services and make needed capital improvements to accommodate the 
development. 
 

Western Governors support continued and accelerated deployment of 
renewable energy projects, and associated clean energy job growth, in our states. 
In siting renewable energy projects and transmission lines, we encourage areas be 
developed which will have the least impact on wildlife and other important land 
uses.  Shared royalties from renewable energy development can be used by state 
agencies to support land, wildlife, and water conservation in affected areas. 
 

Thank you for introducing this important legislation.  We hope these 
concepts are federally codified.  Western states look forward to helping meet the 
energy needs of the United States while ensuring land, wildlife and water 
resources are adequately protected. 

 
   Sincerely, 

 
 
Gary R. Herbert   John Hickenlooper 
Governor, State of Utah   Governor, State of Colorado 
Chairman, WGA   Vice Chairman, WGA  
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cc:  The Honorable Dean Heller 

The Honorable Mark Udall 
The Honorable Tom Udall 
The Honorable James Risch 
The Honorable Martin Heinrich 
The Honorable Max Baucus 
The Honorable Michael Bennet  



 

 
 

Bill Summary & Status  
113th Congress (2013 - 2014)  

H.R.596 
CRS Summary 

H.R.596  

Latest Title: Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act of 2013  
Sponsor: Rep Gosar, Paul A. [AZ-4] (introduced 2/8/2013)  Cosponsors (27)  
Latest Major Action: 2/25/2013 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to 

the Subcommittee on Conservation, Energy, and Forestry. 

 
SUMMARY AS OF:  
2/8/2013--Introduced. 

Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act of 2013 - Amends the Energy Policy Act 
of 2005 to require amounts received through FY2020 (currently, through FY2010) from 
leases under the Geothermal Steam Act of 1970 to be available to the Secretary of the 
Interior to spend in such amounts as are provided in advance appropriations acts for 

implementing such Acts.  

Requires the Secretary of Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture (USDA) to each 
establish a wind and solar leasing pilot program under which lease sales are conducted on 

covered public lands administered by the Secretary concerned to carry out wind and solar 
energy projects. Requires the Secretaries to jointly determine as to whether to expand the 
pilot program to apply to all covered public lands. Defines "covered land" to mean land 

that is: (1) public land administered by the Secretary of the Interior, or National Forest 
System land administered by the Secretary of Agriculture; and (2) not excluded from 

development of solar or wind energy under a final land use plan established under the 
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, a final land and resource management 

plan established under the National Forest Management Act of 1976, or federal law.  

Establishes in the Treasury the Renewable Energy Resource Conservation Fund to be 
administered by the Secretary of the Interior for use in regions impacted by the 
development of wind or solar energy on public lands. Requires Fund amounts to be used 

in those regions for: (1) the protection and restoration of important fish and wildlife 
habitat; and (2) the assurance and improvement of access to federal lands and waters for 

hunting, fishing, and other forms of outdoor recreation.  

Requires the Secretaries to determine the feasibility of carrying out a mitigation banking 
program on federal lands administered by the Secretaries to fully offset the impacts of 
wind or solar energy on such lands.  

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d113:1:./temp/~bdnfAl:@@@D&summ2=m&|/home/LegislativeData.php| 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Rep+Gosar++Paul+A.))+01992))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d113:1:./temp/~bdnfAl:@@@P|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d113:1:./temp/~bdnfAl:@@@D&summ2=m&|/home/LegislativeData.php|


 
 

 
H.R.596  

Latest Title: Public Lands Renewable Energy Development Act of 2013  
Sponsor: Rep Gosar, Paul A. [AZ-4] (introduced 2/8/2013)  Cosponsors (27)  
Latest Major Action: 2/25/2013 Referred to House subcommittee. Status: Referred to 

the Subcommittee on Conservation, Energy, and Forestry. 

 
COSPONSORS(27), ALPHABETICAL [followed by Cosponsors withdrawn]:(Sort: by 
date) 

Rep Amodei, Mark E. [NV-2] - 2/8/2013  

Rep Blumenauer, Earl [OR-3] - 2/8/2013  
Rep Cardenas, Tony [CA-29] - 4/9/2013  
Rep Coffman, Mike [CO-6] - 2/8/2013  

Rep Costa, Jim [CA-16] - 2/8/2013  
Rep Daines, Steve [MT] - 2/27/2013  

Rep DeFazio, Peter A. [OR-4] - 2/8/2013  
Rep DeGette, Diana [CO-1] - 2/8/2013  
Rep Denham, Jeff [CA-10] - 2/8/2013  

Rep Gardner, Cory [CO-4] - 2/27/2013  
Rep Heck, Joseph J. [NV-3] - 2/8/2013  

Rep Horsford, Steven A. [NV-4] - 4/9/2013  
Rep Huffman, Jared [CA-2] - 2/27/2013  
Rep Kirkpatrick, Ann [AZ-1] - 2/8/2013  

Rep Lujan, Ben Ray [NM-3] - 2/8/2013  
Rep Lummis, Cynthia M. [WY] - 4/9/2013  

Rep Pastor, Ed [AZ-7] - 4/9/2013  
Rep Pearce, Stevan [NM-2] - 2/27/2013  
Rep Perlmutter, Ed [CO-7] - 2/27/2013  

Rep Polis, Jared [CO-2] - 2/8/2013  
Rep Salmon, Matt [AZ-5] - 4/9/2013  

Rep Schweikert, David [AZ-6] - 2/8/2013  
Rep Simpson, Michael K. [ID-2] - 2/8/2013  
Rep Thompson, Mike [CA-5] - 2/8/2013  

Rep Tipton, Scott R. [CO-3] - 2/8/2013  
Rep Titus, Dina [NV-1] - 2/27/2013  

Rep Valadao, David G. [CA-21] - 4/9/2013 

 

 

http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD003+@4((@1(Rep+Gosar++Paul+A.))+01992))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d113:1:./temp/~bdHvLx:@@@P|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d113:1:./temp/~bdHvLx:@@@N|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/D?d113:1:./temp/~bdHvLx:@@@N|/home/LegislativeData.php|
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Amodei++Mark+E.))+02090))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Blumenauer++Earl))+00099))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Cardenas++Tony))+02107))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Coffman++Mike))+01912))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Costa++Jim))+01774))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Daines++Steve))+02138))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+DeFazio++Peter+A.))+00279))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+DeGette++Diana))+01479))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Denham++Jeff))+01995))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Gardner++Cory))+01998))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Heck++Joseph+J.))+02040))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Horsford++Steven+A.))+02147))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Huffman++Jared))+02101))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Kirkpatrick++Ann))+01907))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Lujan++Ben+Ray))+01939))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Lummis++Cynthia+M.))+01960))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Pastor++Ed))+00893))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Pearce++Stevan))+01738))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Perlmutter++Ed))+01835))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Polis++Jared))+01910))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Salmon++Matt))+01009))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Schweikert++David))+01994))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Simpson++Michael+K.))+01590))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Thompson++Mike))+01593))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Tipton++Scott++R.))+01997))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Titus++Dina))+01940))
http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/?&Db=d113&querybd=@FIELD(FLD004+@4((@1(Rep+Valadao++David+G.))+02105))

